STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_Middlebury College___________________________ Class _2008__
Major(s)__Environmental Studies: Conservation Biology_____________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied   ____________Chile
___________________________________________
Host University __Universidad Austral de Chile



City
Valdivia






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From July 
To December
 Year 
2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Going into the experience, I had assumed that the university would be set up in a similar fashion to Middlebury; this is not the case. Coming from the school we do, it was very difficult at first to adjust to the disorganization and seeming chaos of the system, but once I learned to expect that classes would not be of the same caliber, it was much easier to appreciate them for the cultural experience they provided. Registering for classes was the most frustrating part; Chilean university students elect a major their first year and basically have their four- to five-year schedule mapped out for them. When we tried to register, it was hard to find available classes and even harder to register for classes in separate departments. This experience definitely made me realize how privileged we are to have the educational system we do. It was also very beneficial to take classes with just Chilean students – there are classes that some of the other foreign students flock to; staying away from those helped me enormously.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

All the research I did beforehand prepared me intellectually for my immersion in Chilean culture, but to actually experience the daily life of a Chilean and have conversations with the people, I understood the Chilean culture at an emotional level. To not judge their culture from the outside but to attempt to understand it from the outside in was extremely eye-opening, especially since I have not lived abroad before. Not only did it give me an enormous amount of context to the history and politics of Chile that I had studied in classes but I learned more from one conversation with Chileans than I did in all I had studied in the US.

While in Chile, not only was I a minority and physically different but I did not speak the language, and I experienced the same feelings that I imagine one would have living in the United States as a foreigner. Learning the Chileans’ views of the United States and seeing their initial reactions to my differences really opened my eyes to the way the rest of the world views America. I am now much more critical of our country’s politics and better understand the role we play in the world.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It was incredibly humbling to come from a university such as Middlebury where our intellectualism is such a part of our lives, to a country where I could not articulate myself in the native language well enough to make myself understood or to participate in intellectual discussions, and where as soon as I opened my mouth to speak and someone heard my accent, I was labeled as a foreigner. I was well outside of my comfort zone, especially when I first arrived, and each day brought new challenges such that simple tasks such as buying a notebook presented problems. What helped me most was my ability to open my mind to new ideas and to accept the Chileans for who they were instead of criticizing.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I am now very interested in either doing research in Chile or doing the Peace Corps in South America. I am now very excited about traveling, learning and experiencing other cultures. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Once registration was completed, which was very difficult, the classes were fine. It was easy enough to understand the professors and it helped to introduce myself or to talk to them in their offices. 
Make friends with the students and study with them if possible, this helped me a lot.

b)  housing:

I lived in a pension with a family and 5 other Chilean students. The family I lived with was very nice and had hosted students before, so they were very careful to make me feel at home and I had instant friends upon arriving. It was very helpful to have the other students live there as well, as they could help me with homework and I could do things with them on the weekends.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Rowing at the local marina, scuba diving class – these activities were very helpful in making new friends and in getting outside to experience beautiful Chile at the same time. I made my best friends through these activities.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I went into the program with a very good knowledge of written Spanish (i.e., writing and reading), but had a lot of difficulty speaking. After a semester, I would not say I am fluent but I can converse easily and without too much difficulty.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The pre-departure materials were very good, I would recommend reading as much as possible about the country before you go. The packing lists, medical information, etc was all very thorough and sufficient.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Anna Karlsson was very helpful and very nice about helping us with everything. If we had any questions she would answer them quickly. She also came to Valdivia twice throughout the semester to make sure everything was going well.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The university has a great biology program, and despite the difficulty in integrating into different classes there are relatively few foreign students and it provides a very good immersion experience
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Consider it a cultural experience – you may not get as much out of your classes as you hope but you will meet Chileans and make friends, which is more valuable. Don’t be afraid to ask tons of questions and step outside of your comfort zone. Take advantage of all the opportunities that come your way!
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

The Chileans in general were very accepting of differences and I didn’t experience any discrimination, only questions from students about politics and other issues, and no negative comments.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The biology program has lots of options and some great classes to take – the laboratory on the coast is great and if you study biology I would recommend studying here!
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Cine y Censura
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
attendance

	Describe course content:

The course consisted of 8 classes, six of which were movies followed by a brief discussion of why each movie was censured. The other two were discussions comparing the six movies to each other.
Evaluate course: The course is extremely easy – you do not need to participate in discussions, only go to class, to get an A. Interesting but not exactly the class I wanted to take.


	2) Course title: Ecologia Marina
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 in-class exams

	Describe course content:

General ecology of Chile with some discussion of other parts of the world. 
Evaluate course: 
Great professor, interesting lectures, I highly recommend this course


	3) Course title: Fauna Sur-Chilena
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 10-pg final paper
	Describe course content:

Descriptions of the native and exotic fauna of southern Chile
Evaluate course:

Interesting material, but the professor is still using materials from 1973. Lectures are extremely boring and the final project has no guidelines whatsoever, except for the page limit.


	4) Course title: Centro de Estudios Agrarios y Ambientales (CEA)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): internship

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

This was a wonderful internship with people that really tried to force me to interact and to speak Spanish. For an ES major this was a great internship
Evaluate course:




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had very little interactions with Nicole, who was helpful but never provided extra information, just answered the questions I had. They were very available and ready to help us, however.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes – it was very useful to talk to students that had already studied in our university. The handouts were helpful, and I don’t think there is anything that needs to be improved.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




