STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__________Middlebury_________________________ Class __’08____
Major(s)_________________English_________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile









Host University Universidad Austral de Chile


City
Valdivia






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From   March
To   June
 Year 

2007








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Adjusting to the educational system in Chile certainly took some time.  The work load was significantly less than that at Middlebury, but of course all of my classes were in Spanish (or Chilean as the case may be) and that was an extra challenge/ bonus.  It was also a little strange at first to be living in a home, with a family, and walking or taking a bus to school every day.  I found that I spent much less time on the “campus” or at the University because I was really only there for classes, and I did not even really use the library to do work.  The whole system in Chile is very different because everyone at the University is in a specific school studying something specialized.  This did not affect me so much, because I was continuing to take clasees from a variety of departments, but it had an interesting affect on the classroom because the students were all very knowledgable about their own area of work, but did not bring the variety of perspectives to the table that you see at Middlebury. The work ethic is also completely different and took some time to adjust to.  Chileans often take more than the specified amount of time to complete their studies and it is very common for a student to fail one, if not a couple, classes every semester.  There is absolutely no honor code, and most of the students I talked to could not believe that we really don’t cheat! 

While the above description may come off as a bit negative I really did benefit from the academic environment in Chile.  One thing that I found particularly advantageous was the amount of time I was given there.  Since I was not overloaded with far too much work for each class I could spend the time to actually do all of the work I was assigned, and to do it well.  I also had time to just reflect on what I was studying and delve more into the things I liked without getting stressed out.  Of course my language skills improved dramatically, and it was very interesting to be taught by professors with such different backgrounds and perspectives.  Also, since the Chilean students are so much more relaxed about work, I too learned to take grades less seriously and enjoy the material for what I was learning instead of what I was achieving.   
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

To be honest, I really did not know much about Chilean culture before I arrived.  I learned a ton about the food (mostly avocado and bread), the crazy lingo (definitely not Spanish), and the people (hospitable and kind almost to a fault), and I learned to love it all.  However, my experience also changed just about everything I thought I did know about the place.  For example, I had heard a bit about Allende and Pinochet from different history courses I’ve taken (and just general knowledge) but learned a whole different side of things in Chile.  I had really basically been taught about Allende as a great leader, and Pinochet as an evil dictator, and when I arrived in Chile I learned how controversial both men really were/are.  There are, and probably always will be, Chileans who love and hate each man, and with good reason, and it is really not our place as outsiders to make such definitive judgements.  

My experience made me take a closer, and more distant look at American politics as well.  Of course I continued to question the Bush administration and it’s affect on the  rest of the world, and it was interesting to do this with such an outside influence.  The experience also at times made me surprisingly patriotic and I found myself defending American culture, which I never would have expected previously.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad reinforced my sense of self.  It reminded me how capable and strong I can be and let me prove to myself that I can create a life for myself in a completely new place and language.  I found my independence, sense of adventure and desire to communicate particularly useful abroad.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

While I was abroad I had to opportunity to work at a hospital, where I did a pediatric internship.  This reinforced my desire to go into medicine and further encouraged me to work a bit outside the US

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took three classes at the University.  One was a film class, one was an anthropology class and one was a history class.  They helped me meet other students and gave me some insight into the University system in Chile and the anthropology class and history class each taught me a lot about the culture(s) I was surrounded by.


b)  housing:

I lived in a pension which is a type of boarding house.  It was very familiar and just a wonderful experience.  It gave me plenty of opportunities to speak the language and get to know the culture a bit better and I became very close to the people I lived with.  I also went on various outing with my “family” which was a wonderful introduction to where I was.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a gym and took various dance classes while abroad.  These were fun activities and another really great way to meet Chileans.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was absolutely amazing. I spent many hours each week there and not only was I constantly using my language skills I also learned a ton about medicine (in and out of Chile) and just had a blast.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved in all components of the language, but specifically speaking and comprehension.  My vocabulary is still lacking and my grammar could always use work but I really did feel fairly proficient by the time I left.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes for the most part.  I think in general it is impossible to know exactly how things are going to be until you get there, but what I was given gave me as much of an idea as I needed.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, Anna was great.  She called frequently and was helpful and attentive any time we needed anything.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

YES!

I had a fantastic time and learned a ton and I think it is a valuable experience for anyone who is even thinking about it.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would say go somewhere without too many other American students, but perhaps with a few.  You don’t want to be too tempted to speak English, and you do want to be immersed, but sometimes it can be overwhelming/lonely if you don’t have ANY familiar faces.  Also get involved in something, anything.  Extra curriculars are great ways to meet people and just keep you busy.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I didn’t directly experience much discrimination, aside from the occasional anti bush/ anti American stigma.  I would say if you can, take the time to get to know people.  As soon as they are interested in you for who you are they stop judging you for what they have heard.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The history class I took was great!

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Contemporary History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams and a presentation


	Describe course content:

We studied contemporary history in a some what general way but from a very different perspective than I had been previously exposed to. 

Evaluate course:
The professor was great and the material interesting.



	2) Course title:

The language, society and culture of the Mapuche people.

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and homework assignments
	Describe course content:

This course was taught by multiple professors and was a broad introduction to the Mapuche (native) people in Chile

Evaluate course:
.  It was interesting because I knew nothing about the subject previously but not always that well taught.



	3) Course title:

Film and the Arts

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):


	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interactions were always positive.  I was well informed and everyone was very friendly.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes and yes. I think there should be a bit more time with students who have recently returned from abroad.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   Sure? If they want that?

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   YES

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No Yes




