STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution: Middlebury College___________________________________ Class: 08

Major(s): International Studies – Latin America_________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied: Chile








Host University: La Universidad Austral de Chile



City: Valdivia




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From: July 2006
To: December 2006
 Year 2006







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational environment at la Universidad Austral was not as academically rigorous as at Middlebury.  Even though there was a language barrier, I found that, for the most part, the work load was a great deal less.  However, I think that I benefited from a less demanding course load because I was able to focus more on learning the language.  My classes also helped me learn a lot about Chilean culture and people.  I also participated in a chorus through the university which was a really good way to get to meet new people.  I also did an internship through Midd.  The internship took up a lot of time (in future years I would recommend the reduction of required internship hours), so I had to devote hours to that program that I would have spent on schoolwork in a semester at Middlebury.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I gained a greater understanding of Chile through living there, participating in an internship, going to school, talking to my host family and other native Chileans, participating in holidays and cultural events, etc.  The country to me seems a lot more relaxed and less efficient than the US, which at first was difficult for me to adjust to, especially coming from Middlebury, but as I started to adopt the culture I enjoyed it more and more.  My classes also really helped me in understanding Chilean culture and people.  By living in Chile as a foreigner, I was very aware of differences between the country and the US, and of the public perception there of the US.  A lot of people I talked to there thought that there were no poor people in the United States and thought that all Americans are either movie stars or McDonald’s eating, TV watching couch potatoes.  Many also were against the US for the current war in Iraq and the political and foreign policies instituted by the current government.  It upsets me that all Americans are judged by other countries for what the government does and the media projects on the international community.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think it definitely contributed to my personal growth.  The personal qualities I found most useful were positivism, flexibility, and confidence to talk with people when language is a barrier.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My knowledge of and use of Spanish has definitely improved significantly.  I also want to continue my study of the language while back at Middlebury.  I would like to have a job in which I can communicate with people from other countries and I think my time abroad also improved my understanding of what it is like to live and study outside of the US.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

I think I was pretty successful in integrating in my classes, especially in classes with fewer Americans.  To future students, I recommend taking classes with few Americans.

b)  housing:

I really liked my host family.  However, I think that as a college student I also would have benefited from living in a place with lots of other students.  I think it would be helpful to have maybe a half/half approach in which study abroad students live with a host family half the time and another group of students half the time.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I participated in the chorus at la Universidad Austral de Chile.  This was a really great way to get to meet Chileans and was a lot of fun for me.  I am not really a singer, but I wanted to try something new, and most of the friends I made in Chile were from the university chorus.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship at la Escuela Francia teaching English to students ages 4-8 grades.  This was really fun for me, but I think that there were too many hours required for the internship, and it would have been better if the hours had been reduced.  The internship sometimes got in the way of traveling, which I think is a really important part of study abroad.  I really enjoyed the traveling that I did do and I would have liked to do more.  The internship though was really helpful in learning about Chilean culture and I really liked the students and the other English teacher, and it was a nice community.  I just don’t think the number of hours was really necessary.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I think my Spanish improved a lot during my time abroad.  All components improved significantly, listening, reading, and writing, and I was pleased to see that my host family and teachers were surprised at the proficiency in writing I gained from my time abroad.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes.  But I wish I had known how rainy Valdivia is before I decided to go there.  Weather is important and a big part of Valdivia, and I don’t think I was informed about that.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

My experience overall was really great and it was neat to be at a school with fewer Americans as a student trying to integrate into a new culture.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Try new things and take opportunities, make an effort to meet new people, travel when you can.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I have really blonde hair so people typically knew I wasn’t Chilean just by looking at me.  I found that people are generally nice to foreigners, but I would advise students to try to blend in and try to speak really well.  If people consider you proficient in their language, they are more likely to open up and talk to you with more ease.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

The science classes tend to be a lot more difficult than the humanities classes and the students work harder in science classes.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Spanish American & Contemporary Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had 2 exams throughout the semester and every class was a discussion.

	Describe course content:

We read lots of Latin American writers including Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Victor Huidobro, Nicanor Parra, Gabriela Mistral, Pablo Neruda.  We would talk about the different writers and their works in class, and the teacher would test our knowledge on the exams.  We had 3 teachers for the course who were all specialists in the different writers and different types of writing.
Evaluate course:
It was interesting and contributed to my overall experience because we studied some Chilean writers that are really famous and have really contributed to Chilean culture.  It was a good course to take while abroad.


	2) Course title: Sociocultural Anthropology
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had 3 papers to write, 2 exams, and several graded in class exercises.

	Describe course content:

We read several classic anthropology/sociology texts by writers like Margaret Mead and Emile Durkheim.  We also read several texts on indigenous peoples of Chile, which really contributed to my overall experience.  We were also required to write about specific cultural/religious rituals that was observed so I basically had to learn about Chilean culture for class.
Evaluate course:
This course really contributed to my overall experience in that I gained a greater understanding of the country and its people through studying them in this course and I gained a knowledge of basic anthropological method and thought.


	3) Course title: Cinema and Censorship
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
attendance
	Describe course content:

We would watch movies and talk about why they had been censured in Chile and other parts of the world.  We had formal discussions 3 times during the course when we reviewed and compared the films we had watched.  We also discussed the implications of censorship on films and the history that was pertinent to them.
Evaluate course:

It was a fine course.  The class itself was long, but there was very little outside work.  It did not contribute to my understanding of Chile as a country and culture the way my two other classes did.


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Nicole Chance was really friendly and helpful.  I think she does a really good job.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




