STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution         Middlebury College
Class      ’09            

Major(s)          History of Art and Architecture


 
Country in which you studied      Chile



Host University    Universidad Austral de Chile



City          Valdivia




US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From       7.23.07      To    12.30.07         Year    2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

As I was warned ahead of time, Chilean universities have a more relaxed and disorganized atmosphere, sometimes unclear expectations, and significantly fewer resources than their U.S. counterparts. I had no trouble securing class syllabi and the office of visiting students assigned a Chilean student as my guide to registration so things went pretty smoothly, but the tangle of administrative procedures would have been daunting otherwise. 
My classes, however, are not easy. All advice had pointed to classes being excessively easy, which gave me a very bad mindset to arrive with. I initially focused on taking advantage of my time out of class, but realized a little late that I had a lot to do for my classes. I expected to take one or two architecture courses here, but the courses all turned out to be annual and I got shunted over to visual arts. The students have varying degrees of effort. In each class there are two or three stellar students who put in a lot of effort. Then there is a large group of smart, but slightly less interested students followed by another sizeable group who just want to pass the course. 

So I’m not sure how well I’ve adjusted. The first month or so was very difficult because of the language barrier and now its difficult because my classes all have big projects that are all piling up on top of Cuaderno work, internship time, and pesky experience evaluations. 
But I guess I’ve learned quite a bit about the subject matter, which must mean I have adapted fairly well. Noting benefits, I’d say the relative softness of the system also means that my professors are not hard asses and all deadlines have been very flexible.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I would definitely say my estimation of American culture and people has been lowered, and any remnants of American exceptionalism clearly squashed. As for Chile, its landscape is its immediate attraction, and although people are a little reserved at first they are very warm and form the core of my more long-term love for the country. I love that I am definitely a part of my family and people don’t let ambition or work get in the way of being kind. Chile doesn’t ooze with the sort of exoticism and Culture with a capital ‘C’ the way, say Brazil does, but its quieter, more humble traditions are endearing and give Chile a clear, special identity. I would say what I have recognized is more the similarities than differences. People are people wherever you go, we all understand laughter and family and friendship. 
I think the U.S. government and economic system has had quite a negative effect on the country, because I see some of the easy atmosphere and warmth being given over in the name of the material pursuits that are doctrine in the U.S. espoused cutthroat global economy. Possessions really aren’t all that great. I like how easy my digital camera is and my great indulgence is recorded music, but all the crap that flows unchecked out of China and into the department stores here doesn’t bring much joy beyond the first week or so. And Chileans aren’t necessarily working as hard as Americans to get the money to buy this stuff. Many are racking up large debts (like I guess some of us are too). 

It gives many Chileans a sort of awed but disgusted view of American culture that I always feel impelled to clarify, but can’t really. I can only say that the generalizations don’t extend to all Americans.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think I’ve gotten a firmer idea that meeting people, making friends is your prerogative. I had trouble with this at first, but if you make that initial effort, people almost always open up easily. Here I think going out (partying) is pretty important, regardless of your inclinations at home. In the U.S. the first question is almost always “what do you do for a living?” We most often start friendships from our job or our activities, and those are appropriate settings for friendship. I’ve got a group of friends I ski with, I have friends from high school, I have friends from the architecture department, and they usually don’t get disassociated form that activity. Here the line between formal jobs/activities and informal hanging out is much harder and a job or activity might serve as a place to make acquaintances, but you have to get outside of that context to really become friends. And being willing to jump on with activities, go with the flow is important too. That’s something I’ve been pretty good at.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Careers aren’t that important. I’m going to a liberal arts college so I don’t have to do one thing for the rest of my life. People are what is important and Chileans have reaffirmed for me that careers exist for you, you don’t exist for your career. Middlebury people need to relax a bit and let some spontaneity in. I don’t want to discount the amazing things our perseverance has created, but we all got into Middlebury not by taking risks, but by keeping it straight. I’m so glad I didn’t know any better in high school because I love Middlebury, but I think many would agree we’re a little single-minded on careers. If you want me to be a little more specific on careers, I wouldn’t say it’s changed my career ideas much. Just that I want to make enough money to get to come back to Chile.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  Classes:

Fairly well. Being upper level classes, the groups were pretty clearly formed and it was a little hard to break through them at first. Like I said above, if I’d simply asked them what they were p to on the weekend or got to know them in an informal context I would have integrated better.

b)  Housing:

I chose a host family which I’ve found extremely successful. For most of my vacations I’ve gone on trips with my family and they have been my best source for getting opportunities and meeting interesting people. I think this has been the most successful and rewarding aspect of study abroad for me.
c)  Extra-curricular activities (please list):

I never found the time for regular student groups, and there weren’t too many, but there were lots of films and lectures and informal activities which were great to integrate. Student groups don’t carry the same importance around here because no one is trapped on campus with nothing to do. There is supposedly an environmental group, but I never found it and no one I knew had ever been to a meeting. I think it was more just a loose affiliation of people who congealed around events to protest.
d) Other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Internship: I felt very well integrated into my internship and highly appreciated. I was in the elementary school, which I think is the only internship we have so far in Valdivia, but they sure need help with English and the teacher invited me to her son’s birthday party and involved me in her life.  
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?  
Castellano





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Much progress in all respects. Speaking and understanding the most. Reading those dense anthropology articles would’ve been a slog in English too, but was doubly challenging here.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Universidad Austral is such new territory for Middlebury that the information was limited. I don’t think it was particularly well presented in the brochures. But I was lucky and I’m happy with it.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Very. 
In all respects.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  X   Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

This is why: there are very few gringos. I found myself very conscious of being a gringo in Valparaiso and they were everywhere. In Valdivia I was a novelty instead of a plague. And the U. is probably the closest thing you’ll find in South America to an American liberal arts college, which in many respects is good.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you’ve got a year, architecture looked good and similarly styled to Middlebury’s program. Get the registration vocab, (Malla curricular etc.) down before registration and have direction so you don’t get pushed around too much. Be willing to try things, of course. Never let yourself get glommed into a gringo group, but that’s unlikely here. You have to take advantage of the setting and get out into the Chilean landscape too. But that’s probably what interested you in the first place.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really that I remember. Only some off the cuff anti-american quips.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
The anthropology department is good. Environmental/Ag studies are good. I think if you have an interest in one of those two, the Universidad Austral would be best for you.
Visual arts weren’t that great. 

The school has the best veterinary program in South America if that interests you. If you aren’t needing to fulfill certain requirements, that’s better because the general liberal arts studies I think are pretty good.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Arte Accionismo/Fluxus/Body Art
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Field diary
Short reflections

One or two papers

Attendance in class

Final test (I think)


	Describe course content:

Relationship between art and social change
Use of the body as a symbol

Use of other symbols in art
Action art as opposed to object art
The artist as ethnographer—observation and study of surrounding culture, participation in social change.
Evaluate course:
The two professors teaching prepared poorly and the course is wildly disorganized. Thus I´m still not completely sure what the topic is. There have been some interesting days, but there hasn´t been a cohesive theme. Not very recommended, but as it was the first run, it might get better.


	2) Course title: Antropolgía Política 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two tests
Four papers on films and readings (one group reflection on a film)

One quiz

Participation in discussion

	Describe course content:

Definitions of political anthropology

Historical foundations
Symbolism, hegemony in politics—the dynamics of power

Political systems 
Relationship with cultural, economic, etc. systems

Social movements
And more
Evaluate course: 
Political anthropology is the most comparable to a Middlebury course. Professor Skewes is very knowledgeable and relaxed and he gives loosely organized lectures every class. We have a mountain of readings, some of which are not required, but it’s not always clear. It’s probably the hardest course, but he teaches it well and as opposed to arte accionismo, the class is a university fixture, and so the terrain has been more fully explored and the theme is clearer.


	3) Course title: Comics e Ilustración
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Three projects of increasing intensity
	Describe course content:

Comics, studio art. Creating visual narratives. 
Evaluate course:

Comics and illustration has almost no in class activity. The professor uses the time to meet individually with students and consult on each successive project we’ve had during the semester Basically a personal studio with an advisor and there wasn’t much lecturing beyond the introduction of projects and expositions ofn specific topic sprinkled about. But the professor has a good eye and the projects were interesting. It all depends on how much you put into the class.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They didn’t have much information on Chile, so I kind of had to go blind into the experience. Now that Nicole has visited, they’ll be more helpful. I think maybe a more intimate Middlebury schools version of the study abroad fair, with past students, would have helped me make my early decisions better. And an early on clear list of everything needed would be very good because it seemed like every time I went into the office there was another “Oh, yeah you need this and this too.”
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. That was the most useful thing the study abroad department did in the spring. More past students would always be better.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?       X   yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




