STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury_______________ Class ___08.5___
Major(s)_____Environmental Studies_____________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile








Host University  Universidad de la Frontera

City
Temuco





US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury









Period of study abroad:  From  March 
To  June
 Year 



2007






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

Adjustment was not overly difficult, though sometimes classes did not meet which meant waiting around for a bit. While Chilean students do not attend class as often as we do, I found it helpful to attend each class. There were also fewer smaller homework assignments, which allowed me to stay interested in each class while having much more time to spend with my host family and friends, where I experienced most of my cultural learning. When courses were cancelled I also would need to ask around to see if they had just been moved, which increased my personal interaction. In addition, I was taking courses from the Journalism Department, so an assignment I had got me into the field to interview a sculptor, which was great. It also found me trying to listen to Chilean Spanish over a tape recorder, which was good practice to say the least. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It has completely changed both. I had little to no understanding of Chilean or Ecuadorian, or Latin American for that matter, culture, and now feel that I have quite a deep understanding. As far as my perceptions of American Culture, I now understand much better which of my cultural aspects I prefer to others, and why some things are so much more difficult in the United States or in Latin America. I suppose on some level it helped me to appreciate my culture a bit better, but also taught me what I’d like to change. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Taken out of one’s cultural context one has a much clearer view of how one is. This allowed me to realize important changes and rehash my values in order to live better, simply put. Helpful qualities include an ability to listen well. In addition, being manly, even chauvinistic, helps a male interact with his peers in Latin America. Being outgoing is also a good quality to have. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I would now like a major in Spanish, and think it very important that people are aware of the impact of their actions and purchases, something I was exposed to in Ecuador. I think that studying abroad has also made me a bit more content with my place at Middlebury, and has helped me to prioritize my life here.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Very successful. Mostly because I went to all my classes, classmates would ask me what happened in previous classes. I think taking 2 classes in the same year of the same program really helped me integrate into that class. 

b)  housing:

Very successful. I think I just got lucky with an amazing family, and it was very easy to bond with them. They took me to see some beautiful places and were great to hang around with.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Soccer was a lot of fun, but didn’t happen when it rained which made it a very inconsistent activity. Volunteering at the red cross certainly left much to be desired, as the no one was ever really organized and couldn’t figure out what to have me do. I would have much preferred an internship. I worked a bit with the environmental group on campus, which was great.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Great progress. As I had already studied in Ecuador, I moved into understanding slang, which was very interesting. I also did a few translations for professors, which helped my writing skills. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Universidad de la Frontera doesn’t really keep it together very well in terms of in-semester support, but were very kind in the orientation period. I didn’t receive any information prior to departure, but none was really necessary.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Very much so.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Why or why not?









  

I suppose it depends, really. If one wants to study where they will be the only foreign student then Temuco is a sure bet, but gringos can also be avoided in Tucuman or Valdivia, which are much nicer cities or so I’m told. Really the only reason to go to Temuco would be if one wanted to intensively study the Mapuche Culture and Language, as they have a great language course and a good center for indigenous studies. However, if one has an interest in this he or she might also go to Valdivia. I had a great experience and there is certainly a place in my heart for Temuco, but I feel as if there are simply nicer cities with more opportunities available to students studying abroad.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Choose classes that all fall within a certain year of a department if you can and they interest you. Do lots of extra curricular activities. Try to take part in Mechona Week if you can stand it (basically freshman hazing). Get involved on campus with a group. Spend time with your host family.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes. Temuco is a very racist place. I don’t think I would study there if I were of a race that would stand out, specifically African American or Asian American- being a gringo is hard enough.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Great Mapuche Language class. The Cultural Anthropology Class was also great.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Introduccion a la Lengua Mapuche
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Oral and written exams

	Describe course content:

Intro to Mapuche Grammer and Pronunciation. Also a strong focus on cultural aspects
Evaluate course: A strong A


	2) Course title: Antropologia Cultural
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Written work

	Describe course content: Great intro to Cultural Anthropology. Professor is a great lecturer and incorporates local issues into class. This course was a great way to synthesize the cultural experience I was having in an empirical manner. Highly recommended.
Evaluate course: Another strong A


	3) Course title: Analisis Sociopolitico Contemporaneo
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Papers and presentations

	Describe course content: Analysis of sociopolitical writers and how their theories pertain to local contemporary issues. Nice professor, also a fair amount of relevance to one’s cultural experience, but the professor was not very demanding. 
Evaluate course: B-


	4) Course title: Arte Contemporaneo
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Written Work and Exams

	Describe course content: Overview of the history of Art and Sculpture with a focus on Chilean Art. Professor was very demanding but very disorganized. Students also did not like the professor and were very disrespectful, which made classes very awkward.
Evaluate course:

C+


	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very friendly and helpful
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. The best part was talking to students who had been abroad.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




