STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury College____ Class __2008_
Major(s)__Physics______________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile








Host University Universidad de La Serena

City          La Serena






US sponsor (if different from host university)  C.V. Starr Middlebury Study Abroad








Period of study abroad:  From  July 31, 2006  To  December 20, 2006 Year Fall 2006








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Chilean education is much different than U.S. education.  For the most part, if students want to learn something, they have to take all the initiative.  Professors do not seem to care, nor take off points, for missing class and there is little incentive to obtain more than a passing grade.  Almost no one receives A type grades, unless he/she is an especially motivated student.  In some ways, I prefer the Chilean system even though it leaves many students behind in classes and poorly educated.  Why? Because the students who attend every class are the ones who really care and the others don’t have to come.  It is completely the student’s responsibility to attend and learn, the university simply makes the opportunity available. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Obviously, living abroad in the culture allowed me to learn and be immersed in the Chilean customs. Before traveling to Chile I expected the country to be a third world developing nation with a plethora of small bustling villages.  After I arrived, I realized that Chile is borderline first world, with a booming economy and a youthful population that looks up to U.S. pop-culture as an idealistic life.  This was an unfortunate realization, but at least now I know.  After returning to Chile, from a brief jaunt in Bolivia, Chile seemed like the U.S. (super developed, greedy, corporate business driven, etc.)  and the U.S. seemed like a country full of confused and selfish individuals (not a nation bound by community interests).  I know that’s a stiff stereotype, but it’s at least more than 50% true. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I don’t feel “changed” in any personal way.  What I did discover is that I learn much better on my own and from self-motivation, rather than a structured class and $100 text books.  The strongest feeling of change or growth that I have now is probably frustration with the U.S. government, society, etc.  But, I think it’s a healthy frustration.  
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Besides making me consider the option of a career in South America (astronomy?, surfing?) my personal goals have not been influenced much.  I have only been back in the U.S. for a week and a half, so I expect that I have make more significant reflections in these regards after I catch up in my Midd classes and have some time to evaluate how I want to include Chile and the Spanish language in my goals…
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Not very helpful with integration, but any new student to the university, Chilean or otherwise, was essentially neglected by the upperclassmen.  The Professors were very interested in our perspective, coming from the U.S., and from their in-class questioning, I eventually gained confidence with expressing my opinion to my classmates.  After they came to understand my opinions, they no longer shied away from me and were interested to hear what a seemingly competent U.S. citizen. 

b)  housing:

excellent…I met the entire neighborhood through the generosity and friendship of my host family. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Thursday night soccer games between the physics professors and students were by far the most fun extra-curricular activity.  I also joined a surfing club and spent nearly every weekend with two astronomy friends and the community observation group. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I met my two best friends, Simon and Mauricio, while working at my astrophysics internship in the physics building.  With them, I met the whole department, which proved to be one of the most amazing experiences/friendships of my life. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made an amazing amount of progress.  I entered the country unable to carry a simple conversation of greetings and introductory questions.  I left the country able to read, write, and speak fluently in Spanish.  On top of that, my Chilean friends told me that my accent reached such perfection that I was able to convince their friends and parents that I was Chilean!
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The pre-departure and semester support was excellent.  No problems here!
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The resident director, Anna Karlson, was incredibly helpful.  She kept me on track with my paperwork, classes, and even physical health!  Imagine meeting with her after a month in Chile and having her gravely inform you that you must use more sunscreen or submit to extreme skin cancer.  Noble. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

But, let me qualify this…I would only go to La Serena if you are a physics major who wants to study a bit of Astronomy (internship was a once in a lifetime opportunity) and is willing to be almost completely independent of foreigners (only 4 international students at the university).  Now, if you satisfy these two conditions, I recommend that La Serena is the ONLY place you should go.  It will be incredible. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Be prepared for intense solidarity as you learn to become included in the community.  The best way to be included is to throw yourself at new opportunities and to shamelessly ask for help from the people who live in your city/town.  Even if you get rejected, ignored, teased, etc. EVENTUALLY you will find someone who wants to help you and be your friend.  That’s your in, take it and have a great semester…
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes.  There is a fair bit of discrimination towards homosexuals in Chile.  Especially outside of Santiago, gays are not accepted into the community.  Usually, this discrimination shows up in the form a quick joke or response to a question and there isn’t a long drawn out conversation on the topic.  So, unless you are good friends with the offender and want to share your opinion on the matter respectfully, ignore the comment and get on with the day.  If you start to harp on the topic, Chileans will generally turn on you instead. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Physics, Astronomy.  In the Astrophysics department there are 4 of 6 professors with PhDs.  Otherwise, academics in Santiago schools will always be higher quality.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Classical Spanish Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  3 tough papers, each 5 pages long that analyze various readings/short stories.

	Describe course content:

Study of 16th – 18th Century Spanish Literature.  Don Quixote was the final month topic!  Very detailed, well thought out lectures. 
Evaluate course:
Very hard, very rewarding, felt like a class at Middlebury (in terms of critical thinking and writing quality)


	2) Course title:  History of Chile in the 20th Century
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Two papers 5 pages each. 

	Describe course content:

Discussion of economic, political, social, international relations problems of Chile.  Frequent discussion of solutions to the problems for the upcoming generation. Interesting insights, but you will need to do all the learning and reading yourself because the students and professor don’t fill you in on details that all Chileans know from the time they were kids.
Evaluate course:
Easy, fun, had great conversations with the professor after every class.  My final paper was an investigation on graffiti!


	3) Course title: Advanced Grammar
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 3 exams – easy, hard, easy

	Describe course content:

Very intense grammar analysis.  This class does not discuss the simple conjugations of verbs, adjective forms, etc.  You will be very confused for a few weeks until you start to understand the notation and nomenclature of grammar analysis.  Then, it becomes a helpful class that explains all those special case grammar rules you learned in Middlebury Intro classes and didn’t ever understand.  For example, why is the adjective placed in front of the noun in only some special cases?  Because it forms a special form of adjective phrase inside of a sub-oration adjective clause! FUN! 
Evaluate course:

Invaluably helpful in perfecting my grammar. 


	4) Course title: NONE
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title: NONE
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title: NONE
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The staff were/still are wonderfully helpful and understanding of busy Midd students’ schedules.  No improvements necessary!
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did attend the pre-departure meetings.  While I don’t remember exactly what we learned at the meetings, I do know that they got me started with the process of thinking and researching schools abroad.  That’s important.  You’ve got to get started early, i.e.- when the meetings are held. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   I would like to talk to someone about the astronomy/physics opportunity at La Serena and strongly suggest this program for physics majors who would like to study abroad.
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




