STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__________Middlebury___________________ Class _2008_
Major(s)______Sociology/Anthropology (intended minors in Psychology and Spanish) ______________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile









Host University     Universidad de Playa Ancha

City
Valparaíso




US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  ____August           To     _______December
 Year 


2006



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational experience there was very different – the structure of majors and lack of liberal arts education are different, and the workload is much more sporadic – there will be no work for a while and then tests that require very intensive studying and more memorization than we are used to.  The students and professors have a generally more relaxed attitude toward studying.  Although it was sometimes very frustrating to be at such an incredibly unorganized institution, I felt I learned a lot.  Adjusting was not terribly taxing for me because I did not make academics for academics sake the focus of my experience.  It was, of course, very challenging to take normal classes in another language, especially with Chileans known for speaking quickly and with lots of slang.  But, I made it through.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

As might be expected, I was as struck by how similar people are as by how different – the Chilean culture was unique in many ways, yet I found that I formed relationships much like the ones I might have at home.  The biggest overarching cultural difference was probably the idea of the relaxed, fluid function of society – I found myself wanted some compromise between Chile and the US in this regard.  It was nice to see how, while there are many things I love and miss about Chile, there are some things about the US that I like too – I think liberal college students are often afraid to admit that. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I feel much more confident about my abilities – if I can effectively create a world for myself in Chile – a life, a schedule, a social network of friends, family, teachers, coaches, teammates, coworkers, etc, and be really happy there, I can do that anywhere.  It helped me realize that I am going to be who I am going to be no matter where I am, and to not be embarrassed or sheepish about pursuing the things I am really interested in, whatever they may be.  I also felt very liberated by spending time in a place where I felt I didn’t need to hold back quite so often.
At the same time, after almost three months home, I am still in sort of an emotional turmoil trying to reconcile the worlds I have created for myself and the identities that come with them.  But, I suppose cliche as it might be, I would recommend to anyone up to it to undertake an experience like this, and to really do it to the fullest.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

On the immediate the biggest academic and career change is simply an interest in pursuing Spanish language opportunities.  Other than that, as alluded to above, it has made me feel surer of my own interests and the legitimacy of them.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was friendly with classmates but did not become good friends with any of them.  I was able to participate fully in the classes and do well, especially as the semester went on.  I took classes on history, philosophy, and sociology.

b)  housing:

My host family, which included two host brothers near my age, was absolutely amazing – I felt very lucky, and despite normal frustrations here and there, I felt very integrated into family life – I made a particular effort to do things with the family when I could and cultivate relationships with them, and it was very effective.  This was one of the most important aspects of my semester.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined the university’s gymnastics team (I was the only girl), and this group of guys and their friends became my very important relationships – I am still in contact with a number of them and love them dearly.  I traveled to nationals and competed with them there, spending a few days, and toward the end of my semester spent most of my time with them.  Also, a coach invited me to train with his girls’ team in town, so four days a week for a few hours all semester I did gymnastics at a small elementary school with a group of 8-14 year old girls – the girls and their mothers and the coach became very dear to me and important to my semester as well.  I also traveled to meets with them as a judge.  Gymnastics defined my semester because I was able to find something I loved (that Middlebury lacks) and be authentically included in various communities because of it, and formed incredible friendships and connections.
It did take weeks of frustrating searching at the unorganized university to finally connect with the team, which didn’t officially exist but was actually alive and well – anyone who goes to la UPLA should know to look hard for opportunities like this as most information I ever got there conflicted with whatever else I had heard.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship at a colegio, helping out in English classes, music classes, and with a few sports teams, and observing history and philosophy classes, as well as spending time with students and teachers at various functions.  Initially it helped me feel connected, although it was ultimately a very frustrating experience as nobody helped me define a role there and it became very stressful.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension and speaking improved incredibly during my stay – and of course, I became a very Chilean Spanish speaker.  My reading and writing also improved, as they had to to survive in classes.  One of the biggest leaps to was simply in my comfort level communicating in Spanish.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The Middlebury program was somewhat frustrating, although I like the basic premises of it.  The orientation was helpful in that we were able to connect with the other students and get comfortable in the country, but much of the actually information was stuff we would have liked to have known prior to departure – we all felt we arrived fairly blindly.  While there, there was support.  However, the cuaderno course was somewhat unorganized and the web log component felt like more of a hindrance than anything else.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The Resident Director was accessible and helpful and concerned, although there seem to have been some frustrations among students with the internship programs where they are placed – granted,
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Definitely go to Chile and I liked that the Middlebury program offered lots of freedom but set you up with housing, enrolled you in the university, etc.
As for la UPLA, some students were really frustrated with it, and indeed I wouldn’t call it a really academically fulfilling experience.  However, the nature of the school was what allowed me to be as involved as I was with the gymnastics team and subsequently a number of other students I became friends with, so I benefited from the lack of structure, and can only say that I had a wonderful experience.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Get involved in extracurricular activities – judging by other American students this was by far the most important factor in the experience.  And not just Latin dance classes where gringos would be likely to go to learn about the culture (although there is definitely nothing wrong with that) but the types of activities you might do at home – another friend sang with a chorus and made some really great friends through that, as well as enjoying the experience, traveling around with them, etc.
Also, there were two fellow students from the program who I met in Chile and ended up becoming great friends with – early in the semester, before we really had friends on our own, we would go out to various cultural shows and events, eat with each other’s host families, etc.  We each lived in different places, went to different school or at least took totally different classes, and were involved in our own activities – we very much had separate lives.  But we became friends with some of each other’s Chilean friends, and also supported each other when that was needed, as well as a little traveling.  And we spoke in Spanish, which provided a comfortable forum to try out and then teach the new slang we picked up.  The semester would not have been nearly so positive without this.  I would recommend that students not think it too sinful to see other American students, but to do it in ways that help one become more integrated, rather than pulling each other away.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I didn’t notice any serious discrimation.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

All of my classes were in the carrera of sociology...I would just say talk to students about which professors are good.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Social and Political History of Chile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams

	Describe course content:  The course, in a rather disorganized fashion, traced the mostly political development of Latin America and especially Chile starting with Chilean independence and through the present.
Evaluate course:  Although I did learn a lot, this professor was pretty terrible – hard to understand (even for Chileans – his lectures were just very all over the place), frustrating to deal with and inconsistent in his expectations, and often not showing up for class.  I would steer clear of this class.


	2) Course title:  Introduction to Modern Thought
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams
	Describe course content:  This was an overview of the history of philosophy – Descartes, Hegel, Heidigger, Popper, etc.
Evaluate course:  The professor of this class was really good – very interesting and thought provoking, and also easy to understand.  However, she left half-way through and was replaced by a knowledgeable but more difficult to understand and get along with professor.  However, I liked the class a lot.


	3) Course title:  Sociology of Communication
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Group projects, class activities, written assignments, exams
	Describe course content:  This class looked first at the history of the field of communications study, and then at various aspects of it – it focused a lot on media and media messages as well as pop culture.
Evaluate course:  This class was interesting because I was able to add a very different perspective, as they would frequently talk about the US, and I also learned a lot about Chilean culture from it.  Also, since these students were not first years (many first years drop out) they were much more serious students and sociologists – this was sometimes very intimidating, but was also good.  The group projects were hard for me just because I had to break into groups and sometimes struggled to have something to add.


	4) Course title:  Cuaderno
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  online course through Middlebury
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Web log, journal, research paper
	Describe course content:  This course consisted of a journal, directed web posts, and a research paper with various checkpoints.
Evaluate course:  The cuaderno portion of this course I enjoyed.  The web log was frustrating – I felt it asked questions that we couldn’t answer very well in a few paragraphs, and that using precious internet time to do this was not ideal.  The research paper was an interesting component.  While I enjoyed these two portions, however, I often felt that this requirement was somewhat unnecessary, and besides the main point of getting out and living in the society.


	5) Course title:  Internship – Colegio de los Sagrados Corazones
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

internship
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
papers
	Describe course content:  I describe the internship in the sections above – basically I observed some classes, generally participated in the life of the school, and helped in English and music classes as well as with the gymnastics and track teams.
Evaluate course:  The internship was helpful in some ways to my experience, but they did not help me find ways that I could really make my skills useful to them, and didn’t seem to understand even by the end of the semester that I was not there to just observe.


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had fairly minimal contact with the office – they seemed helpful when I did contact them.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The most helpful component was probably talking to students who had been to the same cities and schools, and the handbooks were vital in taking care of extensive pre-departure concerns (ie visa, immunizations, etc.).
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  if they had a particular interest in talking to me
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    yes, although the usual 4:30 time slot is problematic
May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  yes
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




