STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College__________________________ Class _2008_____


Major(s)___biochemistry_______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Chile







Host University
Universidad de Playa Ancha (UPLA)


City
Valparaíso, Chile




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From: march 2007-july 2007
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The first bit of my time in chile was very stressful and annoying tring to figure everything out. We were given loose information regarding how to register for classes, but ultimately it didn’t matter what they told us, it was a mess, but that was just the nature of the beast. I cant imagine any latin American country being much better. The environment was very relaxed. I had by far the best attendance than any of my other classmates. There was very little work to be done consistently. Just  big final exams/papers and and1 or two response essays. I don’t think the structure of Chilean universities system really effected what I learned besides maybe that had they been a little more rigorous I might have learned more. But having been there, I think I am much more relaxed in the academic environment here at Middlebury because I actually have a sylibus and the standards for my evaluation are clear. I know I have nothing really to stress about besides just doing what I need to do here. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I think we are far to stressed out here at Middlebury. And you’re not supposed to run yourself into the ground just so you can “be great”. You’ve got to be happy. First of all. You have to take the time to care about other people and this environment I don’t think really fosters that. Not here at Middlebury or in the US in general. Not that its all bad, I like the structure that comes with the united states, but not the stress. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I learned to take every opportunity I was given. Even if I was tired, even if I really didn’t want to do it---any opportunity thrown my way I grabbed and I think this was a big growth area in my life. Going out at night with people I barely new even though I felt weird because I didn’t know any of their friends…stuff like that… not being afraid of not knowing anyone, and being ok with being alone. I definitely grew to accept/deal with the fact that I was alone in a foreign country and I had to deal with that and make the best of it. Tell myself that if on Friday night (in the beginning of the semester) I didn’t have anything to do because I had no friends…that’s ok because I had no friends, I didn’t know anyone.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad has definitely solidified my desires to do international medicine/public health. I know I want to spend a good portion of my life doing that. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

Modernity and urban tribes: I definitely recommend classes that have a lot of group work. Though Chilean students aren’t very good at planning ahead or anything, I really got to know my class through the interaction
Ceramics I

Form and Color III


-art classes are very social, I got to take 2 classes with the same student so if you can take a couple classes within a department and within the same year of students withing a department I would do so


-I would also recommend not taking any first year courses, besides being boring, the students really act like they’re still in high school, as a 20 year old I got along better with the 23-25 year olds


b)  housing:

host family: 3 kids, parents. The kids were close to my age 25, 20 year old brothers 15 year old sister. They were very nice. And It was nice to go out with them on the weekends (especially in the beginning when I was nervous as a girl coming home at night)
-I spent a lot of time with my host family. Talking to my mom, while she cooked, cooking with my brother. Tea time is a very big bonding time and im very glad that I tried to be home for that because  I really felt a part of the family

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

-the Y: I took some excersie classes at the YMCA they were fun. But I didn’t talk to anyone there
-I started teaching chemistry for a pre-college thing: I met a bunch of people but then it sort of fell apart b/c I got busy.

-definitely recommend any sort of volunteer


d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

-I made a lot of friends at my intership: SAPU miraflores, and emergency in the hills of vina del mar. these people I saw very regularly and I really felt a part of the group. These were the people that I asked all my “why is chile like this” questions. The key I think is to be very humble—be humble and be interested in other people. And most importantly in my internship: Be Assertive!!! My first month there I did a lot of shadowing until I got tired of that and started to do really cool clinical things…but only until I asked “can I do that” did I do it. I found out later from some of the people I was close to that I drove them crazy in the beginning because I didn’t do anything. So Be Assertive!
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I speak Spanish at home, thus don’t use the Usted form a lot. I got very good at that from my internship. And of course my speaking got better, though now I have a bit of a Chilean accent that I find rather funny. My writing didn’t improve probably at all just because I took art classes and I didn’t have to write for my internship.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

UPLA is a disaster. They had this meeting with international/exchange student’s right when we got there that I was pretty impressed with, but….that was about it. Registering for classes was quite a mess. But I wasn’t expecting it to be organized or anything. Public university in Valparaiso…of course it’s going to be complicated. The secretaries that specifically worked with the international students were very nice…the others were not so nice, but that probably had to do with the fact that I was American. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I found the meetings with Anna very inconvenient and they didn’t accomplish a whole lot. I understand that it is Middlebury policy that she meet with us personally, but I found this rule to be a nuisance. She was definitely approachable, and she was concerned with my well being, but I never really needed her for anything.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

OF COURSE. 
Though I don’t think everyone could fit/enjoy Valparaiso, for those that fit, this place was incredible. Valparaiso is a beautiful city. –Not because it has palm trees and the ocean, but because it’s a mess. I can’t fully explain it.. Valpo has an air to it, a character that you cant understand until your there taking the busses and walking the streets. It’s a city with a ton of history but a TON of students. Its small so after a week you can get around fine. Its close to Santiago so traveling is not hard to do (or if you want to go to a concert or something) but its far enough away that it is its own place. Students there say Vapo has an underground bohemian scene which it definitely does. Furthermore, people think valparasio is “dangerous” so most of the SIT kids and other programs kids live in Vina del Mar (15 min away) so you really feel a part of the port city. I can’t really describe it. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you like schools that protest, that is, politically active students and an artsy/hippy environment, Universidad de playa ancha is the place to go. Universidad de Valparaiso is much more serious. When I left I felt like I belonged to Valpo. But for example, if your deciding between something like Buenos aires or Valpo consider what kind of person you are. If your interested in high city life, fashion, etc. Buenos aires would be better, verses Valpo. I absolutely loved Valpo and I think it’s the perfect city to study abroad it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Besides a couple nasty secretaries at UPLA who were obviously dissatisfied with their lives, I definitely wasn’t discriminated against. If you don’t put yourself in dangerous situations than you wont get into trouble. The only time I was truly afraid was a couple times I was afraid of the street dogs…but you get used to them. 
Otherwise, it was difficult for me to make female friends. I ended up having a lot of guy friends and no girl friends. So in that sense I think American girls are discriminated against by Latina girls, but you’ll find that anywhere in latin America.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Strengths: art, sociology
Weaknesses: I don’t think so

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Modernidad y tribus urbanas

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

4/5th year seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 papers 
1 exam

Final project


	Describe course content:

We studied the urban tribes in Valparaiso (ex: the skaters, punks, skin heads, etc) via sociological perspective. There was definitely a lot of soc terms that I didn’t know at all. In the end we had to find our own urban group in valpo and study them
Evaluate course:

This course was very interesting. I learned a lot about Valparaiso and youth movements. It was also really interesting to find our own group to study. My group studied a group of artists that worked in an old prison turned cultural center. My class was small and I liked that. I would recommend taking upper level classes because they are more similar to Midd classes. Plus, even if you don’t know the content a whole lot, the professors are usually pretty relaxed and very honored that you want to take your class so they don’t care.


	2) Course title: Forma y Color II
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second year (3rd semester painting)
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 paintings a week

	Describe course content:

We painted 2 paintings a week. One in class, and one at home. The focus was on solidifing techniques of depth and shadows. perspective
Evaluate course:
This course was really fun. The class was very social and the teacher was very serious about what he taught. The subject matter that we painted was really boring (clothes pins, match boxes, etc) but by the end I could see my improvement. 


	2) Course title:

Ceramica I

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second year (1st semsester painting)
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
3 or 4 ceramic pieces
1 open book exam
	Describe course content:

We 2 tiles, a super hollow object, and a 3-d tile.
Evaluate course:

This course had very low expectations. I was the only student often. The teacher was very nice however. We did very little in a semester. It was a good class to take if you wanted to travel because there were very few requirements, and none of the Chilean students were really interested in the class.

I really like ceramics so I enjoyed it. And had some very nice conversations with my professor.



	3) Course title:

Internship: SAPU miraflores

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Mid term paper for program director

Final Paper for program director

	Describe course content:

My internship was amazing. I worked in a clinic in vina del Mar. I learned a lot about medicine and about public health. The people I worked with were also amazing, talented, and hilarious people. My boss loved having students around so she was so enthusiastic about me being there. Eventually I created my own survey and I conducted it with the people that came to the clinic for my final paper. 
Evaluate course:

This was my reason for going to Chile, and it was worth it. It was an amazing experience.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Everyone was very helpful. I had no problems,
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I think I went to one or two. I didn’t find them helpful but I have 4 older siblings that all studied abroad so I got most of my personal questions answered by them.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




