STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution______Middlebury College_______________ Class __2008____
Major(s)______International Studies (Latin America, Literature)_____________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile








Host University Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile


City

Santiago





US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From July
To July
 Year 


2006 - 2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I was perhaps surprised to find the academic system strikingly similar to Middlebury’s, in the sense that regular evaluations were done frequently and consistently throughout the semester.  The university, furthermore, was very well run and can boast exceptional student-faculty interaction considering its size (about 18,000 undergrads).  My largest class had 125 students, more or less, and my smallest had 12.  The most important part of this environment was not only the instruction in another language, but also having Chilean classmates.  I imagine that even with instruction in Spanish, a program with only foreign students would not even compare (particularly in activities such as group projects).  
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad includes every facet of life; where to sleep, where to eat, what to study, recreation, etc.  None of these facets is left out in a study abroad setting; an activity as potentially simple as going grocery shopping can be very different.  The understanding of the host culture comes from one’s own immersion; how well do they absorb the way of life in every of the afore-mentioned facets of life without shutting themselves down.  
My perceptions of American culture come from learning to understand theirs.  How we are seen in their eyes.  On another level, an American student can actually be challenged to assert his or her culture by recognizing a difference and having to choose in which way to act; one that is either more American or more, in this case, Chilean.  These, clearly, are not always the same.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Persistence, determination.  With potential language barrier issues, a student must press on and get themselves out of ruts to learn more.  It helps to also take the initiative and perhaps act in a way somewhat out of character for the student, because an extra effort may be necessary to make contact with people in the host country.  Of crucial importance, a student should make their best effort to not fall into a group of international students if they have any desire to learn about the culture; at least in Chile, these groups are perceived as intimidating and an association with them might make a student look unreceptive to contact with other students.  Growth according to these goals can be very rich and gratifying.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Mine’s an interesting case; it confused me more only because it made me reconsider a previous desire to study medicine (the confusion comes from not knowing what of many things to do in its place).  Personally, I’ve found myself wanting to learn more about this and other cultures, attain an even higher level of proficiency with the language, and incorporate my cultural understanding into my view of life.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was quite successful in integrating myself into host culture here.  I believe that being at a native institution is second to nothing.  Group projects (of which there were quite a few) were great for facilitating this as well.  

b)  housing:

First semester: homestay.  There was one single lady living in the house; that was it.  She was good to talk to, get some advice from, etc. but overall, I didn’t feel very integrated there.  Second semester, I was in an apartment with a Chilean which was far better, although I already had my own friends so almost never hung out with her or her friends.  
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Dance workshops are exceptional for meeting people, as well as other extra-curriculars offered by the University.  That establishes common ground right off the bat.  I met some of my best friends at a Salsa and Merengue workshop at the University and it was great.  The second semester I was involved with the orientation of other new students, which was also a lot of fun although it’s important to concentrate on interacting primarily with the Chileans.  
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I did not do an internship; it did not work out and I was forced into making a choice too soon.  Three weeks into classes, when the internship was going rather poorly I was given the ultimatum of sticking it out at the risk of a bad semester at the internship or taking another class in its place.  Problem: being three weeks behind in said class gave me no time to make the decision to take another class because I was further and further behind with each passing day.  I ended up not doing an internship in the second semester either.  
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Astronomical progress on all counts.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

My host institution, as mentioned above, was exceptional.  I may actually have received more information from then than from Middlebury before arrival, and the orientation was more useful.  I’m glad I didn’t miss it.  It exceeded my expectations.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The resident director ended up being an unnecessary extra link in an already short chain; she was approachable and concerned about everything but I found it easier to go straight to the International Officer of the host institution, which is the person Middlebury’s representative would turn to anyway.  I stopped going to her for help.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Top notch academics and organization, particularly compared with other institutions in the area.  Not prone to strikes and student seizures.  Having done this program what I would not recommend would be anything but an institution from the host country; I found that the professors and the student interaction, overall, were invaluable.  If anything, this university would not be good for a student with mediocre language abilities, especially with the Middlebury system of assigning grades which is in desperate need of revision.  Ignorance at the moment of its drafting is written all over it.  Because of the quality of the academics, students should be prepared to work, but also be excited about reaping the rich rewards that come as a result of hard work.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Again, don’t go to a school where classes will be with other international students.  Go to an institution from the country.  I would strongly recommend this university, but to have them seriously consider the Middlebury Program there.  If I weren’t a Middlebury student, I’d have enrolled directly in the university.  Regarding this point, the grading system as well as the cuaderno are both disgracefully weak.  
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I experienced minimal discrimination; it’s worth considering that my university is mostly attended by students with more sound financial backgrounds.  The most likely discrimination I could foresee for a Middlebury student, besides race if African-American, would be socio-economic at any other institution besides this one.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

My host university has strengths all over the place; I can personally report that the literature and linguistics department as well as the history department are exceptional.  It wouldn’t be worth it to take geography; I took one mediocre class.  Political science at this university is also a good academic strength of the institution.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Fonética y Fonología Españolas
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
About 7 quizzes, 2 exams and a research paper (group project).

	Describe course content: This course is an introduction to linguistics and particularly phonetics and phonology; focusing on the acoustic and articulatory aspects.  Discussed the phonetic alphabet and how sounds are produced, doing checks to analyze pronunciation and the variation therein.  
Evaluate course:
An excellent course.  Phenomenal instruction, engaging, and challenging.  Was kept interesting although it had the potential to be boring.  Certainly one of the most challenging courses taken, but rewarding.  Not for those who are not proficient with the language.

	2) Course title: Introducción a la Literatura Hispanoamericana
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mid-level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
6 papers

	Describe course content: An introduction to Latin American literature, divided into three parts: poetry, narrative and essay.  Covered authors not just from Chile but from all over Latin America.
Evaluate course:
One of the best professors I’ve ever had (Luis Vargas).  Extremely knowledgeable, with a great deal of intertextuality which ties the course together very nicely.  Evaluation very good as well; good feedback and very constructive.  Again, challenging for the amount of reading involved.  


	3) Course title: Ensayo Chileno e Hispanoamericano
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper level seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
5 essays
	Describe course content: A seminar for fourth-years on contemporary Latin American essay.  
Evaluate course:

Another great professor, a considerable amount of reading divided into essays of five types.  Tough sometimes to be in the midst of students with far more experience in the study of the topic, but rewarding nonetheless; makes for great conversation in class.  Covers lots of interesting and controversial contemporary issues.  


	4) Course title: Temas de Chile y América Siglo XX
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
4 exams
	Describe course content: Covers Chilean history (predominantly political) from the civil war of 1891 to the present.  Divided into four parts by the four exams.  
Evaluate course: Unbelievable amount of reading.  Not for those who do not read efficiently and well.  Professor extremely engaging and very knowledgeable; made the class excellent despite a single 3-hour long lecture per week.  I’m very glad to have taken this course, although it was the most challenging.  Also the biggest course I had with about 125 students; impressive for an institution with 18,000 undergrads.  Professor knew us by name.  


	5) Course title: Español de América
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper level seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams, workshops and a research project in group.
	Describe course content: This course was about the linguistic diversity of Latin America and how it differs from Spain, through analyzing its origins.  It involved some history, quite a bit of reading, and a large research project that required travel to another part of the country to do field work, later to be presented as a comparative dialect study.  
Evaluate course: A very knowledgeable professor, but a very tough grader.  Again, not for those with mediocre language abilities.  Certainly challenging and pushed students to do things they’d never done before.  


	6) Course title: Contextos de la Vanguardia
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper level class
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Essays and exams (2 of each)
	Describe course content: The same excellent professor mentioned about in the Intro to Lit class, Vargas.  This course included lots of different topics (art, sculpture, architecture, music) to paint the backdrop for avant-garde literature.  Focused on European art, although once in the literature section it went back to Latin America.
Evaluate course: A superb course, extraordinarily interesting and well-organized.  Highly recommended to all.  


	
	

	
	

	7) Course title: Antropología Americana 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Essay, Oral exam, 2 written exams
	Describe course content: This course covered anthropological theory and applied it to a study of cultures throughout the Americas, the most impressive part being the fact that it linked the historical with the modern and included some political implications.  Major topics being travel and anthropological literature, the Mayans, Aztecs and Incas, and some of the indigenous cultures from North America as well.  
Evaluate course: Very knowledgeable professor, with a dry sense of humor.  Lots of reading, but exceptionally interesting.  Overall a great course.  

	8) Course title: El Mundo Asiático y América Latina

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper level class
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
3 exams and a research project done in group.
	Describe course content: This course covered a general geographic introduction to the regions of Asia and Latin America, to culminate in their comparison at the end of the course, focusing for instance on why these two regions have exhibited different rates of development.  
Evaluate course: Probably the worst course I took while abroad.  The teacher was not very good and disorganized, and the material was only marginally interesting.  Stay away from this one.  


	9) Course title: Introducción a las Relaciones Internacionales

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
4 exams, group project and an independent research paper.
	Describe course content: Covered, initially, the basic theories of international relations (such as realism, idealism etc.) and applied them to a number of different case studies throughout the world.  Included excellent readings, an in-depth, individual research project and a class-large simulation done with the ICONS program from the University of Maryland.  
Evaluate course: This course was very good; an excellent professor who was knowledgeable and passionate, and the readings all contributed very well to the course and were carefully selected to be pertinent.  Excellent for the intro Political Science student.  



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interaction with the staff of the Middlebury Office has always been very good.  All of the people there, in particular Nicole Chance, have never ceased to be informative and responsive.  
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend one and it was very informative.  Student feedback is quite important, and the more the better; two students from one location can play off of each other and may provide slightly differing information about the site.  
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




