STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution:    Middlebury College

Class: 2008
Major(s):   Psychology

Country in which you studied:  Chile





Host University   Universidad de Valparaiso

City:  Valparaiso




US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From:  July    To:  December Year: 2006




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I was forced to rely much less on aid from professors with respect to understanding material and preparing for exams and written projects.  At Middlebury, I am accustomed to professors’ office hours and availability for meetings, while in Valparaiso, I was in large classes with only two or three forms of evaluation for the entire semester.  I had to work ahead of time in order to ensure that I had time to figure out material for myself.  This adjustment should serve me well at Middlebury, because both my ability to work in advance and being personally motivated to get things done have increased during my time abroad.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Being in Chile certainly made me realize how well-off the United States is overall compared to most other countries and how we take a lot of things for granted.  In addition, through living with a Chilean family, I realized how much more family is perhaps valued in countries other than our own.  I have a new perspective on the concept of leaving home as soon as you graduate from high school; in Chile, it is the norm to be 25 or 26 years old and still living with your immediate family.  Not only is it the norm, it is even encouraged, partly due to economical reasons, but also due to an incredibly strong family unity that exists.  It was very eye-opening to experience the concept of family through the perspective of another culture.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I would say independence is the most obvious personal quality that has grown and matured while studying abroad.  I was forced to get out there and do all sorts of things for the first time, and not only that but in a second language.  At first, it was very overwhelming, but as my independence grew, doing new things on my own became second-nature. I would say I had a good deal of independence going into my semester abroad, but at the same time this was the quality that I think of as most prominent with respect to personal growth while actually being abroad.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Academically speaking, I didn’t take any classes that relate to my major.  My academic goals were not influenced by studying abroad.  With respect to personal goals, studying abroad has definitely opened my eyes to new experiences, and has given me the desire to take what I will leave Middlebury with and apply it to other areas of the world—in more blunt terms, I have the travel bug and the urge to see the rest of the world.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was directly enrolled at a Chilean university.  I was the only exchange student in two of my three classes, and in the third, I was with a French girl amongst 60 Chileans.  Clearly, this was substantial immersion, almost forced integration, because you needed connections with students who knew what was happening, aka Chileans.  It took a good long time to make Chilean friends through classes, but ultimately being one American overwhelmed by Chileans helped my integration, especially through the group projects toward the end of the semester that forced conversation and cooperation with the other students.  


b)  housing:

I was living with a Chilean family, with a mother, father, sister, brother, grandmother, and two great-grandparents.  For me, this situation was ideal and by far my best window in terms of integrating effectively into Chilean culture.  Everyone was so warm and friendly, and I constantly had someone to talk to;  my Spanish language skills improved drastically because of this situation.  Also, my family had hosted an incredible number of exchange students before me, so they knew exactly how to bring me right into their culture.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

none

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship that was 15 hours per week, working at the library of a local non-profit organization.  I ended up working with kids a lot, and with various community members as well.  Although at times there was not a whole lot for me to do, I loved being with the kids and made some strong friendships with community members as a result of all my time spent there.  

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

SPANISH







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Although my Spanish improved quite a bit in all areas of the language, my speaking improved the most.  Going into my semester abroad, I was really not accustomed to speaking very much Spanish; almost all my Spanish classes had focused on reading literature, writing essays, and grammar.  Obviously my speaking abilities were forced to improve, in order to communicate, make friends, converse with professors, etc.  Reading and writing naturally improved through all my school work, but it was my speaking abilities that improved most drastically.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Information prior to departure and during orientation were both adequate.  Given the nature of the program, with students in 4 or 5 different areas of the country, it is difficult to sufficiently support everyone.  It was difficult only having an office in Santiago, just because it was hard to form any real relationship with the directors of the program.  That said, I tended to seek advice from others; however, on the flip side, this arrangement forced us to be more independent and figure out any issues we may be having on our own.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The director was competent and effective, although at times I felt she was more concerned with her own reputation than she was with our well-being.  I think she could have had a lighter, more fun outlook on the whole experience which certainly would have made it easier to approach her.  Regardless, she got her job done, and made sure all the students were functioning.  Again, though, it is extremely difficult for her to understand what goes on at each of the host universities and cities, given that the students are so widely dispersed throughout Chile.  She honestly was not able to understand concerns from individual students simply because she was unfamiliar with the situation.  Visiting each city two or three times a semester cannot suffice to understand each individual student’s experiences, living situations, and academic lives.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? XYes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Chile is a great country to go to learn Spanish, partly because almost everyone is forced to live with a family which encourages direct integration, and partly because the culture is much less Americanized than what you would find in cities in Spain (in my opinion).   Although the program has a few glitches that I’m sure will be ironed out over time since the Middlebury program is fairly new, overall it functions well and allows students to have an incredibly high level of independence and go out and experience a new country, culture, and language for themselves.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

It was pretty obvious that I was an American, and being an American girl, you get plenty of yells, etc.  mostly because Valparaiso is not an extremely touristy part of South America.  That being said, it’s hardly discrimination, just Chilean boys thinking they are funny, so ignore it.  

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Depending on what you are looking for, the lack of other exchange students could be seen as a strength.  If you are looking for a direct, authentic, Chilean university experience, la Universidad de Valparaiso can definitely offer that.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Historia Colonial de Chile y America II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second part of intro course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

3 reading quizzes

2 lecture exams
Final exam


	Describe course content:

Covered the history of the colonization of Latin America, including economic, social, and political aspects of the actual colonization and life afterwards in the colonies

Evaluate course:
Lectures were boring—all powerpoints, but at the same time, nice to have as an easier course being an exchange student—professor was extremely accommodating to me, sent me the entire powerpoint presentation for the semester, arranged extra review sessions for me, and delayed dates for the reading quizzes, allowing me more time to read the material.  



	2) Course title:

Historia de la educacion en Chile

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second year elective

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

2 reading quizzes

1 written group work

Final exam

	Describe course content:

Discussed the main influential figures in Chilean education, as well as pertinent legislation.  Covered primary, secondary, and superior education for five or six different time periods.

Evaluate course:
Great course—smaller class size, lots of group discussions, fair methods of evaluation, interesting lectures, professor very accommodating as well.  



	3) Course title:

Historia de las instituciones politicas II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second part of intro course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 quiz

1 written group work

1 final exam
	Describe course content:

Covered the six major venues of political thought—liberalism, socialism, nationalism, conservatism, anarchism, and social democracy.  Also applied these schools of thought to political systems in various countries, comparing and contrasting both the philosophy and the actual political institution

Evaluate course:  

Fascinating course, but not one to be taken lightly.  Intense material, inaccessible professor (taught mainly in Santiago, only came to Valparaiso once a week), but his lectures were incredible.  All forms of evaluation fell on the last week of the semester, and having only two such evaluations meant both were heavily weighted.  Take this class for the content, not for the grade or to find an easy class.  



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t interact with the Office of Off-Campus Study during my semester abroad, except for once at the very end when I was having a problem with my internship.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended the pre-departure meetings and found them helpful, especially when we got to sit down with students who had studied in our countries and cities and hear them talk about their experiences.  Not sure what could be improved.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




