STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Bowdoin College__________________ Class __2008____
Major(s)____Governmente & Legal Studies; Spanish___________________________________________ 
Country in which you studied:          Chile
Host University     Póntificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso       City:    Valparaíso


US sponsor (if different from host university): Same. 
Period of study abroad:  From    July       To   December
 Year      2006



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)


Studying at La Católica really allowed me to think critically about our own education system—especially in terms of the liberal arts experience. The adjustment to the Chilean university was very difficult. In fact, I’m not sure I ever got used to the new system. Coming from a small college where I can meet with my professors and always have great resources, I was very difficult to be in huge classes with no contact with the professors. Many classes seemed very unreliable—sudden cancellations or the professors arriving late (once an hour late to our final exam!). Also, the academic peer environment seemed quite different. Of course, I couldn’t fully understand due to the language challenge, but many students didn’t seem as engaged in the classes as I’m used to. It was completely normal to talk or pass notes during a lecture. Even more surprising to me, sometimes students would leave class to answer their cell phones.  With that said, I still really enjoyed experiencing a different academic system. While it made me appreciate my college much more, I also made me question the liberal arts path. I took classes in many different carreras, and really enjoyed seeing the differences between them. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 


After living with two different families in Chile, I really began to realize the vast complexities of Chilean culture. My studies at my liberal college had left me with a very black and white understanding of the political environment. My two families were on opposite ends of the political spectrum and really showed me how diverse Chile remains today regarding the political environment, especially within the middle class. 

It was so interesting to see the US from an outside perspective. I really appreciated elements of American society—for example, the great diversity and more resources. However, I also felt a great difference in the consumer culture. For the first time, I really began to be conscious of using electricity, gas, and water. My Chilean family bought enough food for each day, rather than filling the Subzero refrigerator with months worth of food from Cosco. It was especially difficult reintegrating back home. I was completely overwhelmed with the number of belongings, cars, food, and all the other amenities that had been completely normal before. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My time in Chile was so important to me because it really allowed me to establish my independence. I was able to prove to myself that I could travel and live outside of the comfort of my family and college support system. While it was very difficult at first, I couldn’t believe how far I came in only five months. Personal independence and resourcefulness were probably the most important qualities to having a successful time abroad. Unlike other programs, you really had to be able to find your own social group and plan your own activities.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying in Chile definitely solidified my language goals. While I would not consider myself close to fluent, I have finally been able to use and enjoy the Spanish language outside of the classroom. I hope to continue my studies in College, but more importantly, find other ways in both my career and social life to use my Spanish. Additionally, I have become even more interested in Latin American studies—which I hope to pursue both in my academics and in travel or work after college. More than anything, studying abroad really gave me a taste of an international perspective, which I hope to expand on in the future. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I was directly enrolled in classes at La Católica. While I was technically “integrated” into the host culture, I also tended to feel very isolated. With only a semester, it is very difficult to make real connections with Chilean students. With minimal contact with other students and professors only during class, I often felt lost in the material and without resources to get additional help. The class sizes also made establishing relationships very difficult. Probably my best class experience, especially regarding integration, was my traditional Chilean dance class. This was one of the only time I was able to have real and comfortable contact with other Chilean students. It was also by far the most fun. 

b)  housing:

I lived with two different homestays during my time abroad. After a month, I had to move because I was very uncomfortable with the first family. Moving was probably the best decision I made while abroad—it was an absolute turning point and made the rest of my experience wonderful. Living with a family is probably the best way to integrate into the culture—although, that is obviously dependent on your relationship with your host family. I became very close with my second host mother. We would talk for hours which allowed me to both work on my Spanish and learn all about her life and Chilean culture. My second host siblings were also wonderful. Without much social life through the university, they really provided me with a group of understanding and fun friends. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I decided not to do an internship, which turned out to be a very good decision for me. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

The Chilean accent is very difficult, which made aural comprehension quite challenging at first. By the end of my time abroad, I was able to understand almost everything, especially if someone was talking to me instead of between two native speakers. I’ve also noticed that I am able to understand nearly everything in other clearer Spanish accents. I became much more comfortable speaking. One of my biggest challenges before was my anxiety in talking, which prevented me from practicing. I have much more confidence now. In terms of writing, I had barely any improvements grammatically. While other programs had intensive grammar classes, I was directly enrolled in all-Chilean classes. For this reason, I really did not study any grammar in a structured setting. Grammar is the only thing I really wish I could have improved on more. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I think Middlebury made it very clear that we were signing up for a very independent program. The orientation was helpful in some aspects. However, it did cause us to miss the University orientation which I think could have provided more practical direction. Also, I felt very little support throughout the semester. When I moved, I had to do it entirely on my own. I found another family, told my host family, and had to hire a taxi to help move all my stuff to from Vina del Mar to Valparaíso. I also was sick a number of times and really had no contact with the office in Santiago. It was very difficult to get in touch with the director and also did not feel like she was very supportive. When I realized I was taking too many classes and needed to drop one for medical reasons, I felt a lot of support from my college in States, and La Catolica, but practically none from my program director. It seemed as though her interested were more in her personal job security than the welfare of the students.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The Resident Director was probably one of the most negative aspects of my experience. I felt little to no support and even at times as though she was more of a challenge than a help. I only saw her during our two academic check-ins and it felt like more of a stressful interview that a supportive check-in. She did not help at all during my move—only gave me the final permission to do so. She was very unhelpful while I was sick and really made dropping a class near impossible because I couldn’t get in touch with her. Perhaps our personalities simply clashed, but I never felt comfortable approaching her or having an honest conversation. Instead, she felt like an authoritative barrier that made much of my experience more difficult. She also seemed to hold a grudge against me after trying to drop a class for medical reasons late in the semester, and would only send very curt one-word e-mails from then on. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend this program to VERY independent students who are looking for the immersion experience. It is not for someone who needs the support and structure of a program to have a good social life, or travel experiences. La Católica is nice because it has an international student office that has wonderfully helpful staff. This really became my support system when I was having difficult times. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

You need to consider your goals for your time studying abroad. I often felt isolated socially, especially at the beginning. I did not have an established social group from the start like many of my friends studying in other countries through more structured programs. Be ready to be patient and go through a long adjustment period. Ultimately, this was the best experience for me. By the end, I felt very comfortable and had a small but close group of friends. My only wish was to possibly extend my stay for another semester. Also, practically, a homestay with internet access makes a huge difference. Financially it helped me a lot because I was able to even talk to my friends in Valparaíso online or on Skype instead of on the ridiculously expensive cell phones. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

 I was often targeted as a young white woman. This became very difficult at times. It was really difficult to get used to a lot of harassment in public. Especially at night, I was always on guard. While I understood machismo is part of the Chilean culture, I often came close to developing hard feelings for Chilean men. My close relationship with my host brother and other male friends were utterly crucial in breaking any stereotypes I was developing from harassment. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

La Católica seemed to be the most serious academically of the three choices in Valparaíso. We didn’t have class cancelled as often and classes tended to be more challenging than Universidad de Valparaíso or La UPLA. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Formación del Estado y Nación en América Latina
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

· HIS 395-01

This was a upper level course for second or third year history majors. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two exams and a research paper. 

	Describe course content:

The course covered material from colonization on to independence of Latin American countries. 
Evaluate course:
This class was horrible. The workload was unreliable and difficult without any assistance. The lectures were extremely boring, that is if you could understand them. The professor also pushed off helping or answering every question for “next week”. I never received any help. I ultimately ended up dropping the course. 

	2) Course title: Literatura Chilena e Hispanoamericana 4
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

LCL 456-01
This was an upper level course for literature students planning on teaching. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
6 Exams
1 15-20 page research paper

Final oral exam (in front of the entire class)

	Describe course content:

We studied literature from Chile and Latin American dating from after 1973 (post-coup). Authors included Isabel Allende, Ricardo Piglia, Mario Vargas Llosa, Roberto Bolano, etc. 

Evaluate course:
This class is definitely worth taking. It involved a lot of work but is academically rewarding. Most classes revolved around a class discussion, however the Professor is very good at leading them and giving direction. The work level is definitely challenging in that you have to read two novels (in Spanish) for an exam every couple weeks. Sarrocchi is also understanding with foreign students—he always explains words or concepts that are lost in translation.


	3) Course title:

Danzas Tradicionales de Chile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

MUS084-01

This is an intro course for student from all different carreras. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Attendance

Class participation

Final exam—oral and performing. 

	Describe course content:

We learned all different traditional Chilean dances, their origins, and how they are currently practiced. 
Evaluate course:

This class is by far my favorite class. It is a great opportunity to learn about Chilean traditions and culture interactively. Also, you are able to meet other Chilean students. The professors are extremely nice and always willing to help.


	4) Course title: Historia de la Presidencia de la Republica y del Congreso Nacional, como Fuentes Orgánicas del Derecho Chileno en el Silgo XX
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

DER358-01

This was a seminar for law students in their final years. 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance
Research project (15 – 20 pages) and a 1 hour presentation to the class. 
	Describe course content:

We covered the presidents and congress of Chile in the 20th century. Each student chose a topic of interest to do their in-depth project on. I worked on the effects of globalization on legislation. 
Evaluate course:

This class is with all upper-level law students so it can be very intimidating. However, as a seminar course, you are only responsible for doing a large project. There is very little day to day work except for the large research paper and presentation each student completes. The professor is also very helpful and understanding. 


	5) Course title:

Chile Agrícola y Sociedad 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

AGR-050-00

This is an intro course for students from all different carreras. 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams. 
1 fieldtrip
	Describe course content: 
All different subjects surround Chilean agriculture depending on the guest lecturer. 
Evaluate course:

This class has rotating professors each class. Each guest lecturer gives you a different perspective on the class. Some are easier to understand than others, but at least you’re not stuck the entire semester with the same professor you can’t understand. However, there are no additional readings, so exams are solely based on class lectures, which can be difficult. 



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The majority of my interaction with the Middlebury Staff in Vermont was before I left. They were always very helpful and open to any questions. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No. I’m not from Middlebury. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Bowdoin has sent many students to Chile through the SUNY-Plattsburg program in the past. 
Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I really wanted to be in a smaller city on the coast. I had heard wonderful things about Valparaíso from student who had studied there in the past. 
Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Bowdoin made it clear that the program was in the middle of a transition, but also I felt very confident in Middlebury’s study-abroad programs. 
Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I received everything very quickly. It was great. 
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

It did feel a bit difficult to have to work through so many institutions—La Católica, Middlebury (the office in Santiago and in Vermont), and Bowdoin. I was never sure who had the final authority and had to work to connect all of them. 
Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Yes. 
Emily Coffin
164 Smith Union 

Bowdoin College 

Brunswick, Me

04011

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




