STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.



 Home institution______Middlebury College_____________________ Class ___2008___
Major(s)________________________International Studies (Latin America + History)______________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Chile










Host University 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso



City


Valparaíso



US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From
July 2006
To 
July 2007
 Year 



2006-2007






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The most difficult experience in terms of an educational adjustment was having to hear, read, memorize, and regurgitate a lot of information (especially in history classes) rather than deal with it in a more fluid, discussion-based environment.  The grading system was also rather harsh and often very subjective as well, so it was frustrated to not be sure whether my effort would be reflected in my final grade.  However, the system did afford me a good deal of independence – to prepare for one or two tests rather than to need to do readings and work for every single class period allowed me to keep on top of my studies on my own time.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

In the process of being in Chile for an entire year, I began to look at its culture and perspectives from the inside rather than from the outside.  Rather than viewing its characteristics as idiosyncratic quirks, I gained an appreciation of why they are the way they are.  A good example of this is in terms of sexual politics – in Chile, because abortion is completely illegal and divorce only recently an option, many children are born out of wedlock from unmarried couples.  When I mentioned to my host family that a friend of the family’s back home was getting married to a long-time boyfriend, they asked me how many children they had.  When I said they didn’t have any because they weren’t married yet, my host mother looked and me and said, “Well that’s certainly conservative, isn’t it?”
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Never in my life had I been completely on my own, living day to day among regular people in a city environment.  Friendliness and a willingness to take risks were qualities that I had had before, but that I developed more and more as I began to see how useful they were in making my time successful.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad has completely reinforced my somewhat “borderless” outlook on the world, and I don’t intend it to be the last time I go exploring.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I met my best Chilean friend in a music class, and it was my relationship with him that truly made me feel a part of where I was.

b)  housing:

Living with a host family for the first semester helped me to learn the language and culture in a big way, and living in a student pension for the second semester was an opportunity for me to integrate more with people my own age.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I was a member of the student chorus, which became my largest and dearest core of friends in Chile.  This was definitely the most effective way for me to integrate.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?




Spanish




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I became a much faster reader, but my biggest strides were in speaking.  Chilean slang is extremely difficult at first, but once I wrapped my head around it, my accent and expressions were indistinguishable from any Chilean’s.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I had next to no information about PUCV before arriving, and we missed PUCV’s foreign student orientation because Middlebury’s orientation overlapped with it.  We had one or two meetings with the staff, which gave us a lot of information about how the university’s system worked, but to be honest, I tried to separate myself as much as possible from the bureaucracy of PUCV’s exchange program.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I had very limited contact with the resident director, especially during my second semester, and we had several misunderstandings and difficulties about class selection, credit transfers, and housing changes.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

PUCV is a good option because the fact that there is an infrastructure in place for exchange students eases a lot of the initial stress.  The education is also of a high quality.  And the city of Valparaíso is incredibly, incredibly worth it.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would advise students to make the largest effort possible, even though it’s the absolute hardest thing to do, to avoid spending time with other Americans.  It makes the initial transition much harder, but in the end, the connections you make will be with the place you chose and not just with others passing through.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

As an American female in Latin America, I tended to attract more attention from the male population.  It’s important to understand that this attention (catcalls, flirting, etc.) is not intended to be offensive.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The vastness and variety of the class offerings at PUCV is probably its greatest strength – it’s almost guaranteed that you can find a great deal of classes that are interesting to you.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Chile: Colonización
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 2nd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and written exams

	Describe course content:

This was an intensive history class, tracing the social and economic history of the colonial period in Chile.
Evaluate course: The professor is a very good-natured person, and the content was hefty but interesting.


	2) Course title: Formación de la Cultura Latinoamericana
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Exams

	Describe course content: This weekly course traced the history of thought and discourse of the formation and definition of what “Latin American” really means.
Evaluate course: The course was interesting, but it was taught by a parade of TAs and there was definitely an anti-American tinge in a lot of the lectures.


	3) Course title: Historia Urbana/Historia de Valparaíso
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Papers and exams

	Describe course content: This class dealt with local history, especially of the infrastructure and architecture of Valparaíso.
Evaluate course: The course’s actual professor had to go on leave halfway through the semester, so the course’s quality plummeted.


	4) Course title: Etnomúsica
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Project

	Describe course content: This class exposed us to the history of traditional and folkloric music from every region of Chile.
Evaluate course: An incredibly interesting course, but it can be a bit frustrating if you don’t have a musical background since it’s an upper-level class for music students.


	5) Course title: Práctica Coral
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 2nd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Attendance, performance

	Describe course content: Much like Middelbury’s ensemble credit, we put together and performed a repertoire of choral music, learning about vocal technique in the process.
Evaluate course: It was an easy class, but the professor was not the easiest person to take.


	6) Course title: Etomologías Griegas y Latinas en la Lengua Espanola
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Tests and project

	Describe course content: Rather than being a historical linguistics class as expected, every lecture was just a list of vocabulary words and their etymologies to memorize.
Evaluate course: The professor was archaic and cranky, and the content was extremely limited.


	7) Course title: Geografía Ecológica de Chile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Tests

	Describe course content: This class dealt with the very basics of environmental science and how they applied to different regions of Chile.
Evaluate course: An easy A – but don’t expect to learn too much.


	8) Course title: Taller de Teatro
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Attendance and performance

	Describe course content: We spent the semester analyzing and putting together a Chilean play.
Evaluate course: Not very well organized, but a lot of fun and linguistically challenging.


	9) Course title: Historia del Arte Chileno
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Tests and papers

	Describe course content: The class traced the history of Chilean art from the pre-colonial period onward.  We also took several field trips to museums and expositions.
Evaluate course: The professor was excellent, and I learned a great deal.


	10) Course title: Paisaje: In Situ

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Portfolio

	Describe course content: We learned the basics of water color by practicing various techniques in different parts of the city.
Evaluate course: An extremely low-key course with very little feedback or guidance from the professor.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I found very little guidance in the office as far as making any kind of educated decision about where I should study – it seems that all the office does is refer you to a database of student responses rather than make the effort to sit down and talk with you.  It seems that with all the evaluations, someone in the office itself should have accumulated enough knowledge to help clarify the differences between sites and give you an idea of what to expect at each one.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend the meetings, but I did not find them at all helpful.  The information was much too general, considering that the experience varies GREATLY from country to country, and I did not feel that the people running the meetings had any direct experience with the place that I was going to.  
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




