STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College_______________ Class __2009
Major(s)__Biology, Pre-Medicine________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied   Chile


Host University  Universidad de Concepción
City  Concepción







US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  July
To  December
 Year 
2007









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

From the beginning it was difficult to adjust, because I took classes in different departments of the university, while my Chilean classmates had all of their classes together because of their very specific year plans.  However, this was also an advantage for me, because I was able to meet students of different ages who were studying different careers.  It was also hard not having as much structure as I have been used to in past educational experiences, but I learned a lot of patience, and most of all I learned the importance of face-to-face communication.  I had to rely on fellow students to help me learn about the university structure and the different style of teaching and testing.  Also, in the United States I am accustomed to sending emails to professors if I have a question, but I was provided with little or no contact information for my professors, so I learned to make office visits and get things done by actually visiting people.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture?
Staying with a host family and living in a city with relatively few international students (and virtually no gringos) helped me really immerse myself in Chilean culture, and I learned a lot from my host family, friends, and general observations.  At first I was really hesitant to form any opinions about Chilean culture, but with time I became comfortable making statements like, “I love it that all the shops close on Sundays,” and “It really bothers me when old men whistle at me while I am running.”  This was a good turning point for me, understanding the culture enough and having the confidence to express my true opinions without being scared that someone would think I was overly judgemental.  Being in Chile also allowed me to take a step back from my own culture, and although I don’t think I have any “new” perceptions of American culture, I now know the opinions of many Chileans about the topic.  Seeing the huge influence the American media (music, television, movies, etc.) has on Chilean life was probably the most surprising thing I saw in Chile, in terms of culture.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

For the first month abroad, having to depend 100% of the time on a language that I wasn’t necessarily comfortable speaking really put me outside of my comfort zone.  I am a little introverted, but as my confidence in speaking increased, so did my all-around confidence in myself.  I think it really showed in my interactions with others.  
I am very independent, which really helped me adjusting to life in a big city.  The fact that I am introverted helped me deal with the fact that I didn’t make very many solid friendships during the first month.  I also made a huge effort not to judge people based on appearances or my first interaction with them, and this helped me make some really good friends.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My internship in a public health clinic has motivated me even more to become a family physician and go directly to medical school after graduating from Middlebury.  Also, with the language skills I have gained, I have decided that I would like to work with Spanish-speaking populations in the future.  I now have a greater desire to learn more about the Spanish language and Latin American culture.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

In two classes I did not integrate extremely well because I did not spend time with the students outside of class.  In my Rural Sociology class, however, the smaller class size and field trip opportunities really helped me integrate into the class and have some good interactions with my classmates.  In all my classes I attempted to converse with the students a lot, but my success in making friends mostly depended on the reaction of the other students (which ranged from basically ignoring me to inviting me to their house after the first week).

b)  housing:

I stayed with a host family.  They had hosted three other exchange students in the past (all girls), so they were comfortable with the routine and immediately welcomed me into the family as “their daughter.”  I attempted to spend a lot of time in conversation with them at the beginning which really helped me build good relationships, with my host parents especially.  I asked an absurd amount of questions, but they never seemed to mind, and I think it helped us all feel more comfortable around each other.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Dance class – La Cueca (didn’t finish because of sickness)
La Primera Iglesia Bautista de Concepción – got involved in the youth programs and attended Sunday services 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Internship at a public health clinic (consultorio)
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made huge progress in comprehension and speaking.  I also learned a lot of new vocabulary, which helped me become a better reader and writer.  My Spanish grammar improved quite a bit, too, which helped my writing a lot.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The orientation upon arrival was very helpful, and more than sufficient support was provided.  It was really helpful to have my student assistant for the first few days, because he helped me get my police documents and registration done in about a week when it would have taken me about a month.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Jeffrey Stevenson did an excellent job as director.  Jeff is extremely personable and is always very helpful.  He encouraged contact with him throughout the semester, and was always happy to hear from me.  He offered very good advice about how to approach the study abroad experience and helpful advice on how to adjust to differences in culture and learning the language.  Jeff also made personal visits to see me in my host city to make sure that I was satisfied with my classes, internship, and host family.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Chile has a variety of cities to study in with a variety of university types.  Chileans for the most part are very friendly people, with a great emphasis on the family dynamic.  Chileans also have some fun cultural traditions and food (come in the fall to experience Independence Day).  If one likes traveling, Chile has a beautiful and varied landscape, with quality, safe, and cheap transportation.  Plus the Middlebury program has a great staff that makes the experience extra special.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

When you’re choosing a host city, think about if you want to be around Chileans, or a lot of international or American students (I was glad I picked Conce because I was never tempted to speak English, and I made some really good Chilean friends).  Stay with a host family.  Get involved in something, but not too much.  Free time is good for long conversations with friends and family.  Use Skype to talk with friends and family back home, but the less you do the better, it will really help you with your Spanish.  Get an internship.  Travel.  
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There is a lot of discrimination against the indigenous populations in Chile.  I didn’t really have to deal with any issues, though, because all my friends and family seemed to express disgust at it.

As far as personal discrimination, for the most part I was actually treated better for looking like a foreigner.  (One way Chileans actually discriminate against themselves).  Future students should know that gringo/gringa is usually in no way offensive (I guess that would depend on the tone of voice, though).
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I can’t really say since I took classes in all different areas.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Sociología Rural
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper level elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
5 papers, 2 take-home exams, and some readings (mostly optional)


	Describe course content: 
This course examined the dynamic of rural sociology, using examples from theoretical texts, case studies, and specific examples in Chile.  The professor, Claudio González, has done a lot of rural work in the U.S. and in Chile, so he has great real-life examples of issues in rural sociology.  We also took two field trips to the campo to observe and make interviews.
Evaluate course:  
This was a fantastic hands-on class.  Being a once-a-week three-hour class, some of the lectures were a little long, but the interactive discussions and field trips made it worth it.  This was my first class in sociology, so some of the terminology was over my head, but the content of the course was certainly doable.  I learned a lot not only about sociology but also about Chilean culture.


	2) Course title: Historia de Chile Colonial
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One written exam, one paper, and one oral exam
	Describe course content:

Chilean colonial history.  Lectures combined with a lot of outside reading.
Evaluate course:
Professor Mazzei is very kind and can be a good speaker, but he had trouble handling the misbehaving freshmen in the class.  Sometimes lectures and readings were a bit dry, but overall the class helped me understand about Chilean current events and culture based on its colonial history.


	3) Course title: Problemas de Literatura Española Siglos XIX y XX
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

In between intro and upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two written exams and one large paper
	Describe course content:

We read material from Galdós, Clarín, Azorín, Unamuno, Juan Ramón Jimenez, García Lorca, Cernuda, and Delibes.  Each section of the class discussed a different theme: desire, death, power, the Realist novel, etc.  The research paper was done on a piece and theme of our choice.
Evaluate course:

Professor Faúndez is a very good lecturer and extremely welcoming and helpful.  This class broadened my vocabulary and helped my grammar improve, more than anything else.


	4) Course title: La práctica en el Centro de Salud Familiar (CESFAM) Villa Nonguén
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Internship
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Weekly reports on progress and knowledge gained and an end of the semester paper.
	Describe course content:

15 hours per week at a local public health clinic.  Observation of doctors, nurses, paramedics, nutritionists, dentists, etc. and the completion of simple tasks such as performing electrocardiograms and weighing and measuring patients.  
Evaluate course:

I really enjoyed this internship.  I was able to see a wide variety of healthcare occupations, learn how the system works, learn more medical knowledge and even help out once I was oriented with the clinic.  Highly recommended for someone who would like to observe in specific areas or is not sure what sort of healthcare career path they should take.  Not recommended for someone who wants something hugely hands-on (e.g. you couldn’t be a paramedic at this clinic because it’s partly privatized so only the professionals can do the more technical jobs).


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I guess most of my comments are in the next box.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, yes.  

It would be helpful if the Study Abroad Office could compile information on the different Chilean embassies.  I had a lot of problems getting in contact with the embassy in Chicago, and I had no idea what was expected of me from then.  Because of a document error, the process of getting my visa was delayed considerably.  Then the embassy never called for an appointment, so I had to go to Chicago and demand one about a week before leaving.

Also, it was really hard to find information about different university classes and programs.  There were very few evaluations from some of the cities in Chile.  Also, the study abroad office referred me to the university web sites to find information about classes, but some of the sites are near possible to navigate.  It seems silly almost to go through all the headache of pre-choosing classes via a dysfunctional and incomplete web site when everything is done face-to-face and with paper forms once you actually get to Chile.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




