STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury_________________________ Class ____09


Major(s)_____Physics___________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Chile







Host University  Universidad de La Serena
City
La Serena



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From
25 July
To
7 December
 Year 
2007






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

It was somewhat difficult adapting to the very different style of learning of the Chilenos.  Signing up for classes was extremely disorganized and confusing, which was a good cultural experience and a good taste of how many things work in Chile.  
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The Chileno culture is amazing, but it was a lot more reserved than I thought.  Haven’t changed my perception of American culture significantly. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It contributed a lot to my confidence in pushing myself out of my comfort zone.
The quality I think most important is exactly that, pushing yourself out of your comfort zone continuously.  I found that the La Serena people didn’t always initiate conversations, but were always happy and talkative if I started up a conversation.  They were genuinely curious about me, but I had to be the one to put myself in the awkward situation of introducing myself to a group of people.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It made me a lot more tranquilo.  The Serenenses were really good at enjoying their life and not working too hard, in my opinion.  It made me decide that I won’t do a job with too many hours.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

This was the most helpful.  I basically talked to all the people from my class, even though it always felt easier to stay quiet.  I also had the strategy of trying to pick classes in which I thought the people would be fun, instead of only looking at how the academic part of the class would be, I’m very glad I did.

b)  housing:

The housing was definitely not helpful in integrating.  The host mom just wanted my money it seemed like, and she was always trying to get more.  But, she did actually include me at the beginning in some family activities.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Didn’t do any
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Another great way to meet people is to work in group projects, because in my experience, they turned into parties.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Español







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made lots of progress in all fields, and especially in aural comprehension.  The speaking also came along, but it was frustrating never achieving the ability to communicate quickly, it was always very slow for me.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, they were extremely good, and gave a marvelous orientation and fantastic support.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Jeff was the man of the hour!  He did an amazing job to make my experience the best it could be.  He was very approachable, really friendly, and he even showed me his old photo album, in which he has a grizzly mountain-man beard, which I definitely recommend asking to see if you are over at his place in Santiago.  Great guy.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Definitely.  Universidad de La Serena is the best place to go in Chile, no doubt.  When I went, the uni only had about 25 foreigners, and I was 1 of 2 North Americans.  The Chilenos are definitely interested to hang out with you (if you take the initiative), and it’s great because even if you wanna hang with some of the foreigners, there get-togethers always have Chilenos there.  My best buddy was a German girl living next to me, but we always were with our Chileno friends.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I think the most important thing is going to a small place with not a lot of foreigners.  I don’t know a lot about other places, but I did notice that there’s lots of foreigners in Valparaiso and Santiago.  Go to La Serena!
Don’t be nationalistic/patriotic, if someone insults your country, just shrug it off, or talk about it with them.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I think they discriminate somewhat against gays, but it should be better among students.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
I thought the physics and astronomy program was particularily strong.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Astronomía General
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 homework assignment
2 Oral presentations
2 Exams
	Describe course content:

My most demanding course, but I also learned a lot.  If you’re trying to escape english, this is not the course.  The textbook is in english and some students are trying to learn english.  The prof could also speak english
Evaluate course:
Very good


	2) Course title: Gramática Española
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams
1 presentation


	Describe course content:

Very light work load, with a great prof who´s very funny and makes the otherwise dry material somewhat interesting.
Evaluate course:
Very good


	3) Course title: Historia de América Latina
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams
2 projects
	Describe course content:

Didn´t learn very much, and found that the marking was very arbitrary.  Prof not very open to talk with.
Evaluate course:

Bad, don´t take.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very good.  I dealt with Nicole Chance who was always super responsive and helpful.  I didn´t know where to go to, so I went to her and said “where should I go?”, and she helped me decide on a place, and La Serena was perfect for me.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No, I couldn´t attend.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?   Ok   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




