STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College___________________ Class _2009__


Major(s)_______Psychology_________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Chile


Host University
Universidad de Playa Ancha

US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From  February
To July
 Year 

2008






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

My transition into UPLA was challenging at first, mostly due to the lack of organization within the Latin American culture. I knew I had to be flexible as they had mentioned throughout the orientation, but I felt I still had the wrong mentality when starting classes abroad. It took me a few weeks, at least, to remind myself that I was not at Middlebury College and that I had to just adapt to the Chilean lifestyle. It was especially difficult this semester because the university students went on strike for a record breaking amount of time, which takes some adjusting to. I have to say that I felt I learned much more outside of the classroom than from the courses I took at UPLA. Whether it was in my internship or just in day to day life, I learned a great deal from my abroad experience that I could never learn in a classroom, not even at Middlebury College. I must say though, that spending a semester in Chile made me truly appreciate the level of education that I am receiving here at Middlebury.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned a great deal about Chilean culture and identity and how they fit within the broader Latin American culture and identity. I was able to see first hand through a bit of traveling that each Latin American culture, while sharing some similarities, is truly unique. I feel many people overlook that fact and generalize when speaking about Latin America. Going abroad is a wonderful experience that teaches you about a culture by letting you become a part of it for a period of time. I’ve learned a number of things about Chilean culture from the infamous Chilean slang to religious sentiments, to family life. 
Living abroad certainly influenced my perception of American culture. Like many others, I experienced the anti-American sentiments expressed to me by a number of Chileans. However, I also have come to better understand the great responsibility our country holds as a global super power and the way foreigner look up to and depend on our country in many respects. While abroad, I also learned to better appreciate the productivity, efficiency, organization, and accessibility of American culture. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

While in Chile I learned how to be vulnerable. I realized how before I went abroad I was very much afraid of letting my guard down and not having control of a situation. Yet, living in a foreign country, it’s nearly impossible to have that sort of control when it is an entirely new place, not to mention in another language. I learned how to accept certain vulnerabilities and use others support more willingly. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad has influences my academic goals by helping to drastically improve my language skills and give credit to my minor in Spanish. I hope to carry my new language skills into my future career, whatever it may be. My time in Chile was the first time I ever lived abroad and so it has opened my eyes to a number of possibilities, including a desire to travel in the future and even possibly to work abroad.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

I took two courses towards my major, yet I chose a third course, Ceramics, which would be academically less rigorous and possibly give me a chance to interact with Chilean students. I also made one very close friend while in Chile. Spending time with students my age was the best way to learn about the culture and to become integrated myself.


b)  housing:

I lived with a family, which was one of the best decisions I made. I learned so much from my family, whether it was through our lengthy conversation over tea or by merely observing them day to day. I had an excellent relationship with my Chilean mother. Our conversations and her advice helped me to integrate myself better into the culture there. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship working as a tutor and mentor at an elementary school in an impoverished neighborhood of Valparaíso. I would not say this internship really helped me to integrate into Chilean culture, but I did learn a great deal from about the culture, the Chilean education system, and the poverty within the country. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish improved ten-fold through studying abroad in Chile. I could not believe the strides I took in terms of aural comprehension. My reading and writing have improved greatly along with my speaking. I gained a great deal of confidence with my language skills with allows me to speak better than I ever have in the past. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I did not read enough about the institution or program prior to departure, and it may be that the information was available but not as easily accessible as I would have hoped. The orientation upon arrival was a bit brief. I would have liked perhaps one or two days more. I did feel, however, that there was plenty of support while I was in Chile, for which I am extremely thankful.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Jeff Stevenson was the director for the program in Chile and I think he did a great job. He was very competent about life in Chile and what we would face while living there. He was well organized and very helpful throughout my time there. I felt comfortable approaching him about any issue I may have had and felt he was concerned with my general well being. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
xx Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would absolutely recommend other students to study in Valparaiso. I had an amazing experience and learned a great deal. As for the university, I would only recommend it to students who are aware of the somewhat leftist reputation of UPLA and make sure they are aware of the more laid back academic atmosphere there. I was grateful to experience something new and different, and don’t regret anything about my travels.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would advice students to do the research before deciding on a location and make sure they know what they are getting themselves into. Also, see above.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I felt a stood out quite a bit in Valpo due to my blonde hair. I received a lot of extra attention, especially from Chilean men on the streets. I would warn other females about such attention, and just advice them to ignore it. Getting worked up about it is just wasted energy, seeing as how cat-calling is more or less part of Latin American culture.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

I had a great literature professor and would highly recommend her to students in the future. I would recommend UPLA to students in the humanities over sciences. It seems to be a better fit for those studying literature, philosophy, history, etc. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Literatura Hispanoamericana y chilena contremporanea I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, homework

	Describe course content:

The objective of the course was to get to know the Sociocultural context of the first half of the 20th century and to relate the process of Hispano-American literature with the said context. 
Evaluate course:
This was by far my best course. The professor provided the international students with extra help and catered to our needs, which was extremely helpful considering the strikes at the university. Lectures were very informative and there was plenty of time for discussion. There was a great deal of reading, but the exams were fair assessment of our knowledge gained.


	2) Course title:

Historia de Chile y America I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams
	Describe course content:

This course was centered on the history of Chile from the time of its conquest in the 1500s, including the forming of the nation, the relevant wars, etc. The course was within the Journalism major, and thus there was more of a sociological perspective on Chile’s national history within the broader Latin American context. 
Evaluate course:
I was frustrated with the means of assessment in this course, as we were only assessed on three exams. The teacher was quite strict and did not give out fair grades, in my personal opinion. 


	3) Course title:

Ceramics I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
projects
	Describe course content:

This was an introductory course to ceramics. We learned to utilize different tools and techniques to create clay sculptures. The projects were basic, yet we were graded on our creativity, execution of the targeted techniques, attendance and participation, among other qualities. 
Evaluate course:

It was a laid back academic atmosphere, which provided time to meet and talk with students in the class. It was a great experience.



	4) Course title:

 Colegio Jorge Williams
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

internship
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Director evaluation
	Describe course content:

I was a tutor and mentor for two second and third grade classes at an elementary school in a poor area of Valpo. I assisted the children in their math, reading, and language studies in the classroom and taught a small amount of English toward the end of my time working there. I spent time with the children during their recreation period and developed a great relationship with them. 
Evaluate course:

I wish I could have taught more English while working there and felt I was not being useful at time in the classroom. My relationship with the children was very rewarding, and I did learn a great deal in terms of the Chilean education system and the poverty afflicting the country. 



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not have much interaction with the Middlebury OCS staff once I was abroad, but they were helpful while I was planning my time abroad. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I attended the pre-departure meeting and thought it was helpful, but there is so much that I just had to learn first hand. I would possibly prep the returning students who volunteer to attend the meetings a bit more so they know what areas to highlight and to make sure they are entirely honest about their abroad experience.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 xxNo

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 xxYes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
xx Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




