STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.



 Home institution____Middlebury College_____________ Class _____09.5_


Major(s)_________________Latin American Studies_____________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Chile







Host University
UPLA


City

Valparaiso



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From
Feb
To
July
 Year 
2008








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The difference in the UPLA’s educational environment that I felt most affected by both directly and indirectly was the difference in student’s priorities. Their studies themselves did not appear to be the issue at hand; rather, the students were more focused on the laws, rules and regulations surrounding their education. The direct results of this are strikes and violent protests as opposed to class time. I feel privileged to know that my priority as a college student can be my actual learning rather than my right to learn. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad has influenced my understanding of Chilean culture immensely, primarily in the family context. I found that love and the family dynamic are demonstrated by and closely related to proximity while individual independence is associated with family disconnect or failure. Breaking down my host family’s assumptions about me (and therefore about my family) as a college student who left home to study thousands of miles away meant articulating and understanding the cultural differences surrounding family dynamics, and where they come from.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Being already very comfortable with my Spanish was very helpful. Studying abroad forced me to put aside any personal inhibitions that may have hindered my social skills at home in order to make friends and feel comfortable in my new environment.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I know now how important it is to me to be globally aware and internationally involved. I strive to maintain this level of awareness even after I have settled back into my American lifestyle. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

My classes were not the most helpful integration method. This is most likely due to the fact that all of my classes were in different departments, while Chilean students stay with the same classes and the same people for the entirety of their University career. 

b)  housing:

I lived in a home stay. This and my internship were the most rewarding components of my semester in Chile. I was their first student and my host parents (an old retired couple) were eager to involve me in their life and participate in mine while giving me all the personal space I could have asked for.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

n/a
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was an incredibly integrating experience, more so than my home stay. I spent so much time there that I did not do any other extra-curricular activities.  
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

While I made vast improvements on my oral and listening comprehension, I do not feel I progressed as much with reading and writing. I had many opportunities to practice my writing but it was not often corrected with the level of intensity that I felt I needed to improve.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I felt comfortable with the level of information prior to the trip. The orientation could have been longer; I did not feel very acquainted with Chile after the two days. I was thrilled with the support  I received throughout the semester, especially with the go-to professor in Valparaiso (Juan Pastene).
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Jeff Stevenson and his wife Aki were very competent, effective, approachable and helpful through the semester. They were very easy to reach and I have no complaints.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes and no. I believe it was the most extreme authentic experience offered in Chile, which made it a unique experience that I would not have received anywhere else. The professors I had were amazing, though this was not that case with everyone studying abroad at the UPLA. I really took the time to shop around for good classes and professors. On the other hand, if a student is looking for an organized and highly academic experience this is not the place for them as the lack of consistency in class time makes it difficult to stay on top of what is going on.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Take the time to shop around for good professors you can understand and who seem glad to have you in their class. Talk to them after the first day of class and really make yourself known to them so you do not get lost in the shuffle. Putting time in with my host family was an incredibly rewarding experience; make an effort to let them into your life and your experiences and they will most likely do the same.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

It was very difficult to be a blonde American in Chile as I simply stood out. I was very affected by the machismo standards that in our culture would be considered harassment; I was even touched very inappropriately in the middle of the street one day. This made me very reluctant to get involved and invest myself in a culture that I felt did not respect me. Do your best to rise above this situation and understand it within the context of Chilean and Latin American culture, and within the rate of the culture’s own steps and attitude towards gender differences, rather than compare them to our own.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
No. I found that the strengths and weaknesses vary so much within departments that you really have to check out each class for what it is.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Literatura latinoamericana y chilena contemporanea
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 3rd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Three exams, oral presentations, final project

	Describe course content:

The evolution of contemporary Latin American literature with a focus on how Chilean lit evolved in comparison to the general trends across the rest of Latin America
Evaluate course:
Professor Marcia Prado. Excellent course. Professor Prado met with the exchange students to continue our classes when the rest of the department was on strike for almost 7 weeks, allowing us to receive the necessary credit. She was very invested in our studies and a very effective teacher of an enormous amount of material.



	2) Course title: Filosofia  Latinoamericana
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Three exams, various short essays and homework assignments, final paper

	Describe course content:

Latin American philosophy of it’s own identity in relation to the rest of the developed world. 
Evaluate course:
Professor Sergio Vuskovic Rojo. Excellent class. The professor is very knowledgeable and very individually intertwined with the country’s political history. He is old and experienced though a tough grader on exams. His TA graded all assignments and papers. Class readings and lectures covered exam material.


	3) Course title: Historia del Teatro Latinoamericano colonial
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Three exams, final paper done in pairs
	Describe course content:

The history of Latin American colonial theatre and its connection to the original conquistadors of South America. How Latin American theatre evolved from indigenous rituals to entertainment through  conversion to Catholicism 
Evaluate course:

Professor Veronica Sentis. AWESOME class. Vero is totally engaging, interesting, and very well-versed in the topics covered. Interestingly enough the students in this class were also the most welcoming and friendly.


	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very helpful before I went abroad with decision making. My pre-departure materials were lost, however, which made my arrival to Chile stressful as they did not realize that I wanted to do an internship and it was set up at the last minute. Everything worked out well in the end so no complaints.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended. They were very helpful.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




