STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to International Programs and Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of International Programs and Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of International Programs 

and Off-Campus Study: InternationalPrograms@middlebury.edu
**Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted**
Today’s Date: 6/17/08

Home Institution: Middlebury College
Class: 2009

Major(s): English and American Literatures
Country in which you studied: Chile
Host University:UPLA
City: Valparaíso
US Sponsor (if different from Host University):      
Period of Study Abroad:  FORMDROPDOWN 
       FORMDROPDOWN 
     to      FORMDROPDOWN 
     FORMDROPDOWN 
    
Evaluation of Personal Learning

1) Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment?
(Note: Shaded boxes will expand as necessary)

Academic life at la Universidad de Playa Ancha, a public (and not too wealthy) university, was at times challenging, but most of the professors seemed committed to their students and were available when I needed extra help.  My Chilean peers were incredibly warm and helpful, but academically and socially; they made my integration at UPLA much easier.  Teaching was almost all lecture-based, with some oral and written projects, but there were informal class discussions as well.  The different standards for evaluation and systems for learning (e.g. how to make photocopies at the local fotocopiadora) were at first overwhelming, but they forced me to befriend and rely on other students as well as enhance my Spanish.
2) How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad didn't give me a radically different view of the world as much as it showed me the extent of globalization.  Chile, like any other country, has a rich national culture, but it is quite similar to the United States in terms of the capitalist economy, the high level of technology (my host family had a wireless internet connection, and everybody had a cell phone), pop culture (game shows, soap operas, etc), and many elements of daily life.  Valparaíso is absolutely singular, but even it has a very international flavor given that it is a port city and a major tourist destination.  I expected to enter a Latin American "otherworld," but I was surprised to see how similar Chile was to home.  That said, I found that many Chileans, especially college students, know how to have fun without spending money, and they focus more on each other than on themselves and their work; the environment was generally more relaxed than the high-stress, clockwork lifestyle of many North Americans.
3) In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying abroad forced me to be a much more gregarious person.  I'm naturally introverted, so I had to work hard to integrate myself into many different social circles in a short period of time.  Having a host family was a great way to meet and talk with people, but breaking into the college crowd was very rewarding socially and in terms of learning the language.  I also had to have plenty of self-confidence, especially in the beginning, just to do simple things like going to the store to buy something or registering with the local police to get my identity card.  Things that would be easy to do at home and in English were surprisingly challenging, and I had to rely on myself and on the relationships I had formed to figure things out.
4) How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad helped me to fulfill the requirements for the Spanish minor, and my skills in Spanish will prove useful in the future.  This summer, I will teach a writing workshop in Spanish and English at a federal prison, primarily for Spanish-speaking inmates.  I am also interested in literary translation.  I plan to go back to Latin America at some point to keep up my Spanish and keep in touch with friends there.
Evaluation of Level of Integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.
1) Classes:
Hard in the beginning in terms of figuring out which courses to take and which professors I could understand.  Registration for courses was a flexible but sloppy process, so I had to have plenty of patience with it.  Also, I would advise anyone studying abroad in a different language to sit in on any class they want to take before registering, because even the professors with the best reputations can be very hard for a foreigner to understand.  The Chilean accent is a bit of a bear at first, but after a few weeks my ear was relatively tuned to it and I could understand most of what my professors were saying.  Talk to classmates and professors, and don't be afraid to ask (friendly) students (especially teachers' aides) for their email addresses or cell phone numbers, because it's nice to have someone to call if you missed the homework or if you show up to class and no one is there.
2) Housing:
My host family was fantastic, and it wasn't difficult to integrate into the family at all.  My host mother was hospitable almost to a fault, and I felt a bit crowded at times, but I wasn't afraid to shut my door or leave the house.  I wanted a family I could talk to and eat with, and I even went to parties with my host parents once in awhile, but I learned that it's okay to say "no" when I wasn't interested in doing what they were.
3) Extra-curricular activities (please list):
Nothing formal, but informally, hiking, biking, going to the beach, going out to clubs.
4) Other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship at the Colegio Sagrados Corazones, which had one school in Valparaíso and another in Viña del Mar.  The teachers were very cordial and professional, and they let me participate a great deal in their classes.  Dealing with younger students was a bit challenging, as I had to maintain an authoritative presence with a somewhat limited vocabulary, but they were respectful for the most part, especially after I got to know them and talk with them more informally (and after I got better at Spanish).
Evaluation of Language Learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

1) What was the language of the host culture? Spanish
2) What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Great improvement in all areas, especially speaking (which was fairly weak when I first arrived).
Evaluation of Program/University and Study Abroad Experience Overall

1) Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

UPLA was a bit funkier and more run-down than I imagined from the website, but the students, professors, and administration were mostly very helpful.  The only real pain was getting the student I.D. card to get the discounted fare for the micros (buses); I got my card about a month before I left.  
2) Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, Jeffrey Stevenson was very helpful and involved in our affairs.  He made himself available to me whenever I had a problem, and even though he seemed to be a parental presence at times, he respected my independence.
3) Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?


UPLA is a great place…very few international students, down-to-earth professors and students.  The Middlebury program in Chile in general is quite well-organized, and Juan Pastene (the cuaderno professor) was a pleasure to work and chat with.






  

4) What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Don't expect a Middlebury education.  You will learn at the university, but you will learn just as much from host families, friends, interactions in clubs or on the micro, etc.  Think of "education" in a broad sense; any interaction you have abroad has its educational value, so if classes seem poor in comparison, don't be discouraged.  That said, one of my classes was fantastic, and I learned quite a bit (in the traditional/academic sense) at UPLA most classes.
5) Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues?
Next to nothing…I was expecting a lot more considering that most Chileans, whether conservative or liberal, loathe George Bush, and that the Nixon administration helped bring about the golpe in 1973 that brought Pinochet to power.  I was especially worried about discrimination at UPLA because the student body is very liberal, even socialist/communist, but no one held my Americanness against me.  They called me "gringo," of course, but that word doesn't carry the same negative connotation in Chile that it does in Mexico, for example. 
Evaluation of Academics

1) Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Literature and the humanities are strong.
Course Information

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	1) Course Title: Literatura contemporanea chilena II

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): UPLA
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar): 3rd year/6th semester
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): 2 exams (one was just a reading comprehension exam, the other was a comprehensive final), and one HUGE final group project.
Describe Course Content:

A broad survey of contemporary Chilean and Latin American literature.  Much of the course dealt with pre- and post-golpe literature (meaning the literature written around and about the coup d'etat that brought the dictator, Pinochet, to power), which was enlightening.  We also studied microfiction, which is a very popular contemporary genre in Latin American literature that we don't see much of in the United States.  Lots of theory and critical readings, but mostly very interesting stuff.
Evaluate Course:

If you can get Profesora Liliana Vera, take this course.  She is wonderful, and the readings were consistently interesting.  She is also very aware of the difficulties of being a foreign student.

	2) Course Title: Historia social y politica de Chile

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): UPLA
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar): 1st year, 2nd semester
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): Two big exams.
Describe Course Content:

A fast-paced survey of Chile's national history, from independence in 1812 to the golpe de estado in 1973.
Evaluate Course:

Professor Rodriguez is a wry, intelligent, and ironic professor, and I liked him quite a bit, but he was very difficult to understand.  The nature of the course -- a rather chaotic survey of a whole lot of history I had never been introduced to before -- made it even more difficult.  However, if you take notes on half of the stuff the professor says, you will be better off than a lot of the students, who are second-semester first-years in sociology and aren't the most studious bunch.  Most of my friends were from this group, and they were great to hang out with, but very few of them cared much for the course material.  All in all, a tough course with a tough professor, but at least I learned something.

	3) Course Title:  El cuento corto español postguerra

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): UPLA
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar): 3rd year/6th semester
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc): a few tedious homework assignments, an essay on "what is a short story", a final exam, and a final research project.
Describe Course Content:

We hardly read any short stories at all…only two at the beginning of the course and a few at the end for our independent research projects
Evaluate Course:

Kind of a joke.  Professor Caceres is easy to understand and a really nice guy, but I didn't learn much at all in his course.  Other students didn't seem to enjoy the course much, either, although they appreciated an easy credit.

	4) Course Title:      

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): 
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc):      
Describe Course Content:

     
Evaluate Course:

     

	5) Course Title:      

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): 
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc):      
Describe Course Content:

     
Evaluate Course:

     

	6) Course Title:      

	Course taken at (Name of University/Center/Program): 
Course Level (Intro/Upper/Seminar):      
Means of Assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc):      
Describe Course Content:

     
Evaluate Course:

     

	If applicable, please list additional courses below:

	     



Evaluation of the Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study

1) Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study:

I found the staff helpful and responsive to my questions/problems when they came up.
2) Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The meetings were tedious but useful.  I might suggest holding them in a nicer space, such as Dana auditorium of McCullough…the Johnson center was a bit of a drag.
Other

1) Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with International Programs and Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

2) Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

3) May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4) Additional Comments:      



