STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution ___Middlebury College_____________________ Class __2009__


Major(s)___Latin American International Studies, History, Spanish____________________________________________________________________ 
Country in which you studied
Chile







Host University
Universidad de Valparaíso

City
Valparaíso



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From February
To July
 Year 

2008






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

My university did a great job to create orientation programs for the international students. This week of events made it much easier to meet new students and to adjust to university life in a new country. The language component was without a doubt the most difficult aspect for me, although I enjoyed being able to see the progress in my comprehension and in my note taking abilities throughout the semester. At first I found it rather easy to interact with the Chilean students in my class, and in general, the educational environment and the caliber of my professors actually reminded me much of Middlebury. On the other hand, there were little things, like no syllabus handouts or no easily accessible library that I really missed about Middlebury. That took a bit of adjustment. However, a couple of weeks in, the student strikes started. Although I had heard stories of abroad students in the past running into problems with strikes, I could not have predicted that our strikes would be such an exception in terms of duration and extent. On a day to day basis, I had to talk to the secretary or students or go online to see if there were e-mails determining if the strikes were over. Two months of this was quite difficult. Although it was a great “cultural” experience, it made it difficult for my Spanish to progress in the academic environment, as well as to maintain friendships with classmates. Nonetheless, my professors and the Middlebury directors worked with me closely to make up the work and complete my assignments. Difficult as it was, it made me appreciate the political activeness of my Chilean classmates, while at the same times, appreciate the order of Middlebury.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Through classes, an internship and living with a host family, I feel I have a strong understanding of Chilean culture. From my internship in a public health clinic to playing on a club field hockey team, I was exposed to people of all ages and socioeconomic backgrounds. I can’t think of any better way to get to know a culture than to be part of it. I chose the Middlebury program for its emphasis on complete immersion, and that’s what I received. This experience provided me with new perceptions about the US, the major and minor details, as well emphasized the things I really like and dislike about American culture. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My study abroad experience has made me much more comfortable with my ability to adjust to a new culture. Although during the strikes it was difficult to stay positive the whole time, in general I think my most useful personal qualities were to stay open-minded and flexible. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad has confirmed my interest to work in the international and health fields. Although I had decided I didn’t want to go to medical school or be a doctor before this semester, my internship made me seriously reconsider this career path. I would love to replicate an immersion experience like this in the future, but perhaps under the pretext of contributing a bit more to the community.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

When we had classes, they were great. The students were very willing to explain things I didn’t understand in class, homework assignments, or go with me to make photocopies of the textbooks, which everybody does there. I wish I could have spent more time to get to know my classmates and professors.

b)  housing:

I lived with a host family. My host parents were in their 60s and had two daughters living at home, as well as three Chilean students studying in another nearby university. The host family part was the most useful for my initial integration into the Chilean culture. The laid-back family style was comfortable and familiar, making it a bit easier to adjust. It was nice to have somebody to explain the bus system or to give directions and advice. After a month or two though, I found it more of a stress to live with a family rather than live on my own. I suppose I took for granted the independence we have at Middlebury. My Chilean brothers were friendly but as they were friends at home and had come together, it was difficult to integrate myself with them. By the end of the semester, I felt that my housing situation was more like I was living in a hostel instead of living with a family.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I played on a club field hockey team called the Old Macks. This was one of my favorite parts about my abroad experience. I was talking to my UDV director during Orientation about sports, and she told me she might have a friend who played. Two days later I got an e-mail from the club director asking if I wanted to come to practice the next day and play in the weekend tournament in Santiago. It was a great way to meet girls my age, in an environment that I was familiar with, despite initial language barriers. They were incredibly friendly and patient with me as I picked up the new field hockey vocabulary. The other great extra-curricular activity I did was to build a house with Un Techo Para Chile, an organization much like Habitat for Humanity. It was very rewarding to build a house, as well as work side by side with the family we were building it for. I had the pleasure of working with a fantastic group of Chilean university students. Traveling was also a fantastic way to get to know Chile and meet some true characters along the way.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship at SAPU Miraflores, a public emergency clinic, was by far the best part of my study abroad. In terms of work and interests, it was a perfect match. It truly was my co-workers who made it the positive experience that it was. I learned so much from them— in addition to professional techniques and medical knowledge, we talked about Chile, their lives, the best bars in town, etc. They were incredibly patient with me, and willing to explain things to me and let me do things like injections and stitches. At times I found it strange that the people who I became closest to in Chile were my parent’s age. Still, they are the people that I stay in contact with and have left an indelible mark on my memories of Chile.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My Spanish improved greatly. I would say that my speaking and comprehension were the components that benefited most. My reading and writing skills didn’t improve as much as I would have liked. Just learning the Chilean slang was a major challenge, but enjoyable to learn.  
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. I arrived without problems and always felt that I could call up a director if I had a problem. 


Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I have nothing but good things to say about the directors for the Chile study abroad. Jeff Stevenson went above and beyond what I could have ever expected from a director. In addition to helping me coordinate everything with my professors during the strikes and work out some problems with my housing situation, Jeff was always approachable and concerned about us. He and his wife were a pleasure to get to know. When I was building houses the one weekend with some other students, both of them came out from Santiago to visit us on the job. I felt like we maintained great communication throughout the semester, through check-ins, internship weekly summaries, grammar tips, etc. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I loved the program, but I’m not sure if I would recommend my university. We had no way of knowing that the strikes were going to happen, but I feel like after the novelty wore off of having more free time to explore my city when classes were cancelled, my academic experience really suffered. I was very excited about the material of some of my classes, but we weren’t able to cover most of it. The program itself though is well organized and well directed. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I initially had trouble deciding if I wanted to do the Middlebury program or a program like SIT. In the end, I decided to apply to the Middlebury program because it provided the opportunity to be fully immersed in another culture—to be the one of two Americans in your classes, to integrate yourself in the Chilean work environment. I felt as if the other programs just emphasized the fact that you’re a foreigner looking in to learn about a new culture, rather than becoming part of it. I felt as if the latter is harder of the two to replicate later down the road. I think this is important to consider. I gained so much valuable, first-hand, cultural experience, despite the fact that often times it was the hard way. I think it’s more or less a given that you need to be flexible to have a successful study abroad experience, but perhaps anticipating some of the not-so-often-mentioned-parts, such as the fact that Chilean Spanish is not like the Spanish you took in your 300-level course, or if some countries and certain schools have a greater tendency to have student strikes, could greatly benefit future study abroad students. My other advice would be to take a first year class, as the students are often friendlier and more willing to get to know you.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I wouldn’t necessarily call this discrimination, but I think it’s worth mentioning that it was a very different experience to be Korean in Chile than in the United States. There are not many Asian people there, so I often found myself explaining the differences between Chinese, Japanese and Korean. For the first time in my life, I felt as if my identity was defined by the fact that I’m Asian. These experiences really made me appreciate the fact that this has never been an issue before. I think future students should be prepared for the idea that while some people are eager to meet the person that is clearly a foreigner, others can be a bit more skeptical and ignorant about it.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
My university had a great orientation for the international students during the first week, as well as helpful resources throughout the semester.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Political and Social History of Chile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 papers, weekly quizzes

	Describe course content:

We focused on 20th century to present Chilean history. 
Evaluate course:
This was the most difficult of the classes that I took, however, the teacher was incredible and I learned the most from this course. Fantastic material.


	2) Course title:

History of Chile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exam
	Describe course content:

We focused on the earliest years of Chilean history.
Evaluate course:
Great teacher and interesting information. We moved rather slow though and didn’t get to cover much material. He was a wonderful storyteller though.


	3) Course title:

Sociology of Social Movements
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 paper, 1 oral exam
	Describe course content:

We examined the differences between social movements and collective action. In addition to learning the terminology, we looked at current and historic social movements in Chile and Latin America.
Evaluate course:

I thought the information as interesting in theory, although we moved very very slow. I wish we had spent more time examining the actual examples than the theories.


	4) Course title:

Cuaderno
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 drafts, final paper, journal
	Describe course content:

In addition to maintaining a daily diary, we worked on papers of topics of our choice, tying in independent research and personal experiences in Chile.
Evaluate course:

I loved the Cuaderno. I found being forced to write in a journal to be therapeutic and helpful, despite its seeming inconvenience at times. I was able to conduct interviews as supporting evidence for my final paper and really able to delve into the material that was of great personal interest.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interaction was positive, although I had a difficult time trying to figure out which University to go to. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I found the meeting’s helpful, specifically the one when we could ask one on one questions to students who had traveled to our cities the semester before. The initial decision of where to go and then which school to attend was the hardest for me, and I wish that that process could be better tailored. Perhaps there could be a compilation of similar comments about a program, instead of having to track down individual students and evaluation forms. It also would have been helpful to know the extent of how many different internship possibilities were available to us. I know many students felt as if they were limited to working in a clinic or in an elementary school.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




