STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College____________________ Class _2007_
Major(s)__Religion    
Country in which you studied   China

Host University   Zhejiang University of Technology
City Hangzhou, China

US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury College Study Abroad
Period of study abroad:  From January 2006 To
May 2006 Year 










Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

While I was in China I certainly gained a much better understanding of Chinese culture.  More than anything I realized that all systems have limits.  There are limits to the U.S. education system involving respect for the teacher in the classroom, the lengths to which teachers will go to help out, and expectations of students.  In China, there are limits as well, but there are a different set of limits that relate to topics of discussion, creativity, and what can be learned in a classroom.  Getting to move from one educational environment to another enables one to step outside of one’s own educational environment for a moment and reflect on things one cannot normally reflect, for they represent the state of existence, which is not questioned.  Getting to step outside allows one to make observations from outside of the tradition.  Those observations have in turn allowed me to better perceive my own culture.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I’ve certainly changed my opinion of China a great deal.  More than anything, however, I’ve learned that the sweeping generalizations that people expect me to make upon my return concerning Chinese culture, and the generalizations that people make are not as descriptive as one might seem.  While it is easy to correct a misconceived generalization with an equal and opposite one, it is rarely helpful.  The more I studied China the more I realized that the issues facing it today are not so simple as the way we generally understand the Chinese government.  In China, things that seemed clear were no longer clear, and things that seemed hazy to me seemed very clear to Chinese people.  The expectation is that I returned from China with a strong understanding of Chinese culture.  The truth is that I returned with a partial understanding of an aspect of the culture, and a genuine feel of stupidity about all of the things I’ve said in my attempts to describe China to other people.  It is like any place, complicated, messy, and dirty, and all of my attempts to believe that I understand what it is have only been vain folly.  

Living in America, I’ve always been aware of America’s messiness, the difficulty and complexity of life.  However, not only did my experience in China give me a perspective from which to view America,  it made me pay attention to things I wouldn’t normally have noticed.  Going beyond Americans’ general taste for sweeter food,, or more casual clothing,  to look at how American tastes are reflected on the global stage, and the influence of my messiness on the messiness of others.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I’ve never been as independent as I was while I was in China.  Being at Middlebury is fairly simple, I go to class, study, partake in extracurriculars, and sleep.  While I was in China, I lived in a large city, larger than anywhere I’d been before.  I was forced to go outside of my experience and explore a city, something I’d never had the chance to do before.  In doing so, I gained a lot of confidence in myself, the ability to guess my way to get somewhere, appreciation for public parks and public spaces, an understanding of how to exist in a place using only public transportation (I’ve never lived in a town big enough to have public transportation).  I thought I was a pretty independent individual, I took pride in my ability to take care of myself, taking advantage of opportunities that arose and not allowing my needs to fester.  However,  while I was in China I learned how one can make opportunities for himself, and get through the complications of living in a world that’s too big to expect people to take care of you and simplify things the way Middlebury is able to do. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Obviously, study abroad changes the way you look at your own culture, and it made me realize how messy it is to attempt cross-cultural analyses.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

We had classes only with Middlebury students.  It would be hard to do it any other way.  




b)  housing:

Well done.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

The residential director did a very poor job of giving support for extra-curriculars.  Since I was interested in Christianity, he sent me to meet with a secretary at a church, but in no way informed the secretary of my desire to be do extra-curriculars, nor did he warn me that the secretary knew nothing of my intentions.  

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Travel incentives were good, but we needed more support to learn how to travel in China before sending us out on our own.  

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Chinese




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Very good progress in speaking and writing.  Reading comprehension is still difficult, but I think we made a lot of progress in that as well.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The residential director is kind of a space cadet, and has a very hands off approach.  On several occasions (such as trying to find extra-curricular activities, or travel) I found myself stranded with a lack of information or incorrect information (incorrect directions, etc.) and no support form my RD.  He was approachable, but he didn’t give me enough support to do a lot of things I was attempting to do.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Only for Middlebury students.  This program is too intense for anyone who has not studied Chinese with the intensity they do at Middlebury.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Of course.  Suck it up.  

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Everything about the academics was very good.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Current Events discussion

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, quizzes, oral and written exams, essays.  


	Describe course content:

We discussed topics that can  be seen as modern topics of debate.  

Evaluate course:
It is impossible to debate controversial issues in China.  Don’t expect to go deep into social, economic, or cultural analysis.  Expect to study the fact that some children don’t understand filial piety as much as they used to.  



	2) Course title:

One on One, studying Christianity in Modern China

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Difficult reading assignments, papers, final oral presentation


	Describe course content:

I was originally planning on studying Christianity and its influence on modern China.  Unfortunately, that’s not an easily studyable subject in China.  So we ended up looking at biographies of random missionaries to China, and philosophical differences between Confucianism and Christianity.  There was not thematic structure to the course

Evaluate course:
I wasn’t given a teacher until the third week, my first two having either not known anything about Christianity or dropped out.  Also, my teacher had a distinct regional accent, that made him extremely difficult to understand.  I didn’t study what I had intended, because the teacher kept drifting to topics that were safer than Christian influence on China.  

The reading was difficult, and I got a much better understanding of literary Chinese, and was expected to write literary Chinese as well.  That was a challenge.  



	3) Course title:

Classical Chinese

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Quizzes, tests, homework.  
	Describe course content:

Learning classical Chinese, we did vocab and a short selection from a classical work every week.  

Evaluate course:

Excellent course.  Exactly what I was looking for.  



	4) Course title:

One on two drill

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral exams.  
	Describe course content:

This course consisted almost entirely of oral assessment, and extremely detailed analysis of our pronunciation.  

Evaluate course:

Intense and gave me much better pronunciation.  Wherever I go and speak Chinese, people are impressed by how standard my accent is.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I wasn’t impressed.  They didn’t seem knowledgeable about China, the study abroad program, or the Chinese department.  They don’t seem well integrated into study abroad, they seem more like a rubber stamp commission that only cares about making brochures.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  Those meetings were terribly uninforming.  In the first one I learned a lot, but  I attended it freshmen year and had been told nothing about study abroad.  All other pre-departure meetings gave us little information (as I mentioned, the Office of Off-Campus study is poorly informed), incorrect information, and very little help about the Chinese experience.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  No

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




