STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution: Middlebury College Class: May 2007
Major(s): Joint History and Chinese Literature 
Country in which you studied: People’s Republic of China
Host University: Zhejiang Institute of Technology / Beijing Institute of Education                      City: Hangzhou, Zhejiang. / Beijing, PRC.
US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From: December 2005 To: May 2006 Year: Academic 2005-2006.
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

My interests in international relations is region specific to China and Japan, and thus being able to study the topic in the country of choice was especially fulfilling for me, as it allowed me to gain primary insight from people I could not have encountered otherwise.  Moreover, studying in a Chinese academic environment in which freedom of speech and access to knowledge is limited, the reality of this issue hit each and every one of us as soon as we arrived.  We were unable to access basic websites including webmail on some occasions, and although at first it passed as a laughable matter, we realized its implications on the Chinese students we lived with and it made the experience a whole lot more fulfilling.  Sometimes, our greatest challenges end up teaching us the greatest lessons while studying abroad.  This was simply one of them.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It is the same as every other culture I have encountered—there is much more than one can learn about from classrooms, and certainly more than one can take in during one visit.  I would say, study abroad was a good opportunity for myself to be introduced to the Chinese people and culture.  I had an excuse to say “hi” to so many more people, and follow up by saying “I’m studying abroad” to hide the awkwardness.  
I am a foreigner in America as well, and upon returning to Middlebury I began to realize how spoiled many of us are in this country.  Yet, ironically I miss the sense of “freedom” I enjoyed in China.  This freedom I speak of is not one of foreigners going to a foreign country and exploiting their status as a foreigner, but is in fact the feeling of being able to travel freely from one city to the next, and be in a society where people are open and freely converse with you on train rides even if you don’t look like a foreigner.  (As is the case with myself)
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My purpose for studying abroad was for personal growth and introspection.  And as much as I would like to share the ways in which studying in China has helped me attain these goals, I feel writing about them here will somehow take the magic away from the experience, so thus I will be selfish and only say to those going abroad to keep their eyes and minds open not only to the linguistic and cultural differences they are about to encounter, but also to take the time and think and see themselves in a way they could not at Middlebury.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My experience making friends among children of migrant families and witnessing the underlying truth behind the “massage” parlors that can be seen in almost every city in China that I have been to, I have decided upon further studying the dynamics of human trafficking in China at graduate school and pursuing this concern as a future career.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Why focus on class time, when you could be out and speaking with native speakers of your language?  Honestly, in a classroom I could close my eyes and be right back at Middlebury.  

b)  housing:

My roommate and I in Hangzhou did not get along very well, and we both had our individual lives.  If this were the case, I would have rather had a single room for time alone; which, I feel is also important while abroad.  However, other people seemed to get along fine with their roommates and I believe the situation I was in was case specific.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I decided to go outside of the Middlebury/CET constraints for extra-curricular activities and instead practiced and lived with a local breakdancing group in Hangzhou.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Studying a topic that could only be pursued to the extent to which I was able to in China was definitely a highlight in my time abroad.  The topic of Sino-Japanese relations was a challenge for both myself and my professor, however eventually we both came out of the semester with renewed and profound images of one another’s cultures.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? : Chinese

What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Speaking with native Chinese (Mandarin) speakers was definitely the best part of my experience abroad, and it was the most helpful in improving my Chinese on all levels of proficiency.  
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

He was more preoccupied with the “language pledge” than to facilitate activities for the group.  Apparently past group activities were not successful in his eyes, and thus he was less willing to facilitate.  “Individual travel” stipends were limited to people who wanted to travel strictly alone or with a Chinese roommate, and again, I do not see the point of this.  If you travel with a Chinese person, the people you meet along the way will talk to your Chinese roommate because they will not expect you to speak Chinese.  Moreover, many people on the program were afraid of traveling alone, and thus were unable to take up this offer.  I was greatly disappointed by the rigid rules such as the one described above, and feel that the best way to learn is to get outside of the classroom and out with the local people who live around you.  The RD’s job should be to reinforce this by providing more group trips so that study abroad students can interact with their roommates more, and also to allow abroad students to go out into the community with whoever they choose with the trust that they will do so in the pursuit of furthering their Chinese language skills.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? : Yes  
Why or why not?









  

The professors that teach the courses and provide assistance for 1-on-1 projects are top-notch to say the least.  Although there were some disappointments with the RD and such, I felt the program itself allowed students to make the most of their time abroad.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There were times when I was placed in an awkward situation because of my Japanese nationality.  However, this was something that never got in the way of my experience abroad.  As a matter of fact, it was interesting and enjoyable at times to know that I was probably the only one who had to deal with this issue.  It was a challenge for me every time both culturally and linguistically, yet after overcoming these challenges it made me more confident in my Chinese, and usually left both the Chinese person and I better understanding of each other’s cultures.  It was a rare opportunity, one that was perhaps not the most favorable, but yet one that I would not pass up on again if I had a choice.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Chinese Cinema with Wu Laoshi.  It is challenging, but the discussions (depending on your group) are actually academically stimulating and it isn’t your average grammar and vocabulary course.  It is strictly a course on studying film history and theory in Chinese.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Chinese Cinema
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, Essay based exams, Performances, Homework.

	Describe course content:

Watching and analyzing a selection of Chinese films from  several generations of Chinese film makers and discussing their historical context, social implications, aesthetics and comparison to Western film in Chinese.
Evaluate course:
Excellent.


	2) Course title: Classical Chinese I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, Exams, Participation.

	Describe course content:

Introductory course to classical Chinese.  
Evaluate course:
Guo laoshi is experienced in her field of teaching the subject, and although learning modern Chinese grammar while learning “gudai” is difficult, it was a worthwhile challenge.


	3) Course title: 1-on-1 Seminar on Sino-Japanese Relations
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, Oral Defense
	Describe course content:

Study of Sino-Japanese relations from 1894-Present.  Covering a vast amount of knowledge in military history, diplomacy, international organization theory etc.  
Evaluate course:

Approaching this topic was a challenge for both  Long Laoshi and I.  However, we both tried to learn about “why” we had such different perspectives, and although we were involved in several heated arguments, we eventually became better versed about each other’s cultures and perspectives.


	4) Course title: 1-on-2 Pronunciation Class
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral Tests.
	Describe course content:

Practicing pronunciation with a student with similar pronunciation problems.  Repetition and reading of texts were used to facilitate practice.
Evaluate course:

Useful in pinpointing what I was saying wrong.  Yet, the most practice I got was by talking to friends in the locality.  They knew it if I said something that didn’t sound authentic, and they were never hesitant to let me know.  



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Although my status as a Japanese student in Middlebury made matter confusing at times, the staff was always accommodating and helpful in arranging my pre-departure plans.  Although I do not understand to what extent they have control over the program itself, I hope they are proactive in promoting positive change based on student feedback and ever pursuant of a better program in China.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  It is always good to keep close relations with past study-abroad alumni.  The meetings were a good start.  Post-study abroad meetings may also be entertaining and useful for career development.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     Yes   




  

May we use your comments in future publications?     Yes   




