STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_______Middlebury_____ Class ______2007


Major(s)__________________Sociology/Anthropology______________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied China 







Host University C.V Starr, Zhejiang University
City
Hang Zhou, China
US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury College






Period of study abroad:  From January To  May  Year 
2006







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The program of study in China was aimed primarily at increasing our language proficiency, whereas standard classes at Middlebury are aimed at increasing knowledge and analytical ability.  I found that the academic setting in China was productive for the purpose of language acquisition. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad expanded my understanding of Chinese culture exponentially.  And in turn the experience of living outside of the U.S gave me much food for thought regarding American culture.  You might say it even has increased my interest in American Culture—how and why people live the way they do in this country.  I wouldn’t say that living in China made me think less of America or Americans, though it did deepen my anxiety for the future of our sprawling fuel dependent nation.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad increased my independence and confidence.  I found genuine curiosity and an adventuresome spirit to be the personal qualities most useful during my time abroad. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I still don’t know what my academic and career goals are, and I don’t know if that is study abroad’s fault or not. But if I had to say something, I hope to work hard and be productive in a meaningful way throughout my life.  To pursue creative and practical endeavors and be in the most possible direct contact with the means of living that I can, this might be another way of saying it. I do want to pursue Chinese study and would love to live in the Ozark Mountains someday and translate Chinese poetry. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

intensive language classes.  They were good, but became tiresome in the 4th and 5th months. 

b)  housing:

Dorm room living with a Chinese roommate.  This was an excellent way of integrating in the host culture. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Taiqi. I loved this extra curricular. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Mandarin








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I progressed greatly in all components of language study.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. Everything was straightforward, not big problems. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, Jeremy was a great RD. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? yes
Why or why not?









  

If you want to learn Chinese it is a great place to study.  The city of Hangzhou is fantastic as well. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Let go of fear as you leave familiarity so as to allow yourself to absorb and expand in your experience. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

n/a
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Language study is a strength.  Cultural integration is up to the individual. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Quiz, homework, tests 

	Describe course content:

Basic literature in Chinese, short stories. 
Evaluate course:
The course was so-so.  


	2) Course title: 1 on 1 Chinese Medicine
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers 

	Describe course content:

Intro to philosophy, history, and practice of Chinese medicine
Evaluate course:
excellent


	3) Course title:

Chinese Social issues
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Quiz, homework, test
	Describe course content:

Intro to Chinese Social issues.  It was mainly a language learning course, with a theme. 
Evaluate course:

Descent 


	4) Course title: one on two tutorial. 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral assesment
	Describe course content:

This course was aimed at improving our speech.  It was a drill class where the teacher would correct everything that you said wrong. 
Evaluate course:

Painful, but very helpful. 


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interactions were few but altogether sufficient and helpful. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, Yes. Not sure. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     Yes   




