STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury College____________________ Class __2008


Major(s)__________EAS________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
China







Host University    Zhejiang University of Technology


City

Hangzhou



US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury College







Period of study abroad:  From  August 
To  December
 Year 


2006





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

Although I was studying in a University whose rigor and system differ from Middlebury’s, the program in which I studies was exclusive to the liberal arts international students, and therefore was quite small and tailored to out needs.  It was certainly a challenge to speak Chinese all day every day, and to have a roommate with whom I only spoke Chinese, but I did feel that the Chinese students enrolled in the university were experiencing something very different from our class.  In terms of academics, there was not too much to adjust to, except that the nature of the assignments was very different as they were all in 4rth year level Chinese.  My adjustments were mostly cultural.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I have gained a greater understanding of the education system and of a city whose atmosphere is nothing like anything found in the US.  Hangzhou is a city that enjoys relaxing over meals and tea, and places great importance on community and friends, as well as their tourist attractions, like the West Lake.  At the same time, through meeting people that were not from Hangzhou, I was also able to get a sense of the vastness of China and this particular city’s attractiveness to students and workers alike.  As far as my perception of American culture, my experience did help me see that often times American metropolitan areas can place too much emphasis on work, and seem thrive off stress. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The personal qualities that I found most useful abroad were my independence, adventurous spirit, openness to making friends in all kinds of contexts, and my ability to enjoy the simple differences in every day life in Hangzhou.  This experience taught me to embrace the lifestyle of wherever you go. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

This experience made my hope of a future in China much more imaginable and possible. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:


b)  housing:

The dorm style housing was comfortable but did not represent the typical living situation of the students on campus.  I did get a sense of how my roommate spent her time, but this was not the place in which I felt successful at integrating into my host culture.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Chinese ink-painting.  I loved this class because it required me to commute off campus and to visit the small studio of my elderly teacher.  Because it was one on one I was able to have great discussion with her as well as become accustomed to her southern accent.  Also, I enjoyed getting a taste of the skills and practice required to paint in such a style with ink and watercolor. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?




Chinese




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural and speaking improved dramatically and I was able to have fluid conversations by the end of my stay.  My reading and writing skills improved but because I placed more emphasis on having conversations than studying the written language, I did not improve as dramatically in reading and writing.  This is also because I spent the majority of the previous summer school term working on reading and writing as opposed to speaking. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, I feel that the support and information provided were appropriate.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, the RD was always willing to help and very well organized.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

No.  I don’t believe this is the best site for liberal arts students, as many of us seemed to have little in common with the students at the Tech. university, a least in terms of academic interests.  I felt that a university geared toward humanities and social sciences might have been a more conducive environment for international interpersonal exchange. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Open your mind, and make a point to explore by yourself. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes, I saw discrimination against aspects of Chinese culture from within the group of students at the school, which made me want to ask, well then why are you here?  I think that because of the challenging nature of adapting to such a different environment, it is often a natural reaction to complain and make jokes about certain ways of life.  But please keep in mind this can have a negative impact on the others in the group. I suggest to all who go to be respectful of your classmates by avoiding voicing negative comments towards the culture just because you feel challenged or frustrated by it.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
I was very appreciative of the small classes.  This allowed us to practice speaking much more than other Chinese classes I have taken, both at Middlebury and at other programs China. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Chinese Social Issues
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

430
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentations, papers, and quizzes. 

	Describe course content:

In this course we read articles pertaining to aspects of Chinese contemporary culture, and then discussed them using newly introduced vocabulary.  
Evaluate course:
I liked this class because it provided me with the ability to talk about general subjects as well as learn more about the culture by having discussions with the teacher. 


	2) Course title: One on two Drill
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

461
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentatin

	Describe course content:

In this class we practiced pronunciation with one other classmate and a teacher.  
Evaluate course:
I loved this class, not only for its repetitive nature, which is necessary in Chinese, but also for its use of simpler scenarios so that we could review words and phrases we had learned before, but perhaps not mastered. 


	3) Course title: Chinese Film
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

434
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Papers. 

	Describe course content: In this class we watched Chinese films and read articles on their content and meaning, which included the study of new vocabulary and grammar.  
Evaluate course:

This course was the most challenging and most rewarding.  


	4) Course title: Tutorial in Chinese
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

460
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, Oral Presentations
	Describe course content:  

In this course, which an individual tutorial, I was able to choose to study materials in Chinese on a topic that interested me.  I chose to study about the 20th century ink painters from Hangzhou.  

Evaluate course:

I found the topic very interesting and was able to take field trips to see certain sites and museums related to it, however, I was a bit frustrated by the lack of depth of information that I was provided.  My teacher was strong at preparing me for my oral, but was not very encouraging on a daily basis. 


	5) Course title:  Independent Study, Explorig Beijing (JTERM)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

464
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Papers and Oral Presentation

	Describe course content:

In this class I was able to study the history of contemporary art in Beijing, beginning in the 1980’s.  I met with my professor a few times a week and also went to the National Museum of Art with her.
Evaluate course:

I loved this class.  My teacher was positive and encouraging and very open to my questions. Again I was slightly frustrated by the lack of depth of the material, but this is because of my level in Chinese and only made me want to improve.  Also, I was able to live off-campus, which was a very good experience for me. 


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Middlebury Office of Off-campus Study has been extremely organized and helpful through this whole process, and I thank them for all their help in facilitation and expediting the processes of application. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did find them helpful.  Thank you. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




