STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.


 Home institution_____Middlebury College___   Major(s)___________Joint_Chinese_Geography_Major_____________________



 
Country in which you studied
China


Host University ____Zhejiang University of Technology
City:   Hangzhou




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From           Dec 2007  To Aug 2008      Year 

2008






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

Because the education system in China is more rigorous it helped me to better understand the culture, specifically the relationship of teacher-student.  However, considering that Middlebury was in charge of all the academic classes and the head of our program was hired by Midd, the classes resembled the same format we have in the Chinese department here and the summer language school.  It was not too much of an adjustment because of this.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study Abroad was merely the basis for allowing me to take my own initiative in understanding my host country.  By allowing me to have the basic tools necessary to fully immerse myself I was pleased with this effect.  As much as I would like to give you how my perception of American culture changed, for one I think the question is a little too loaded and would probably require an essay to even come close to responding while I also believe the experience is still too fresh in my mind to try and make sense of it all.  In a short answer yes it influenced my perception, but sometimes I’ve found to best understand a place objectively, you have to look at it from outside its borders.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It was the first time in my life that I could really be on my own and sort of measure my own capabilities.  The most useful personal quality without a doubt was the ability to be comfortable with who you were as a person, because if you felt lost in your own body it was easy to feel lonely.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

As a whole by being in China I realized that in addition to wanting to work their in the future, I discovered that there are certain places I would love to work just as there are places I would not wanted to be caught dead in.  It helped to narrow my options as well as make them clearer.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

All of my classes were in Chinese and also with students on our program.  I would have loved the option of taking one class through the school, even if it meant taking it with a couple other middlebury students.

b)  housing:

Our housing had ideal conditions although it was assigned totally by Middlebury and in all honesty just felt like living in a Middlebury dorm.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I believe these were perhaps the strongest  part of our program because it allowed us the opportunity to interact with Chinese people who were not our teachers and therefore provided a fresh new perspective on life.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship during the summer that was covered by a Sustainable Study Abroad Grant although that experience is too complicated to summarize here.  If you are interested please come to RAJ house on Sept 19.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Chinese-Mandarin







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I believe that the students in Hangzhou make more language progress than any other Middlebury programs.  To think that in a short 4 months the students essentially achieve fluency in arguably the world’s hardest major language is astounding.  So for that I am thankful.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes and I was very pleased with the CET office in Washington DC.  The office staff is so helpful.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Jeremy was phenomenal.  We should be extremely sad to lose him.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Because it does what it says it will do for you.  It is total immersion and that is ideal.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Immerse yourself as much as possible and even consider trying to leave your social groups to really get out of the school/city and explore.  It may seem intimidating but you’ll be so happy.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes against people of color (particulary Black and Japanese) as well as homophobia.  But these are things ingrained in the culture that won’t be fixed.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Nothing that stands out either way
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

One on One
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
4 papers, 2 presentations and a major essay

	Describe course content:

Working with a teacher to develop my written Chinese skills as well as my ability to convey complicated ideas in a thoughtful way.
Evaluate course:
The course I was most pleased with in the program.  Hands down Feng laoshi was fantastic and a great match.


	2) Course title:

One on two tutor in Chinese
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
All Oral Quizzes
	Describe course content:

A course designed to strengthen one’s speaking ability.
Evaluate course:
Thought the course took up valuable time that could be spent having students out exploring.  While I understand its important to have good oral abilities, I just think the time can be better spent.


	3) Course title:

Discussion Class 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers/Tests once a week alternating 
Midterm and Final for both
	Describe course content:

Class addressed common issues facing Chinese citizens and helped us expand our vocabulary.
Evaluate course:

Essentially a souped-up version of 425 taught here at Middlebury and my professor was a Midd professor so it wasn’t much different than taking an upper level class here.  Just fine.


	4) Course title:

Classical Chinese 412
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Mostly exams
	Describe course content:

The continuation of 411 taught here at Midd.
Evaluate course:

Guo laoshi was a fabulous teacher and just the nicest lady.  Loved the class.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Had little contact but they were very nice and helpful when I had a question
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Nope
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




