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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name:___________________________ Home institution:___Middlebury College___________________ Class _2002.5_____
Major(s)__International Studies Major, Focus in Art History and French___    
Country in which you studied:  Paris, France


Host University:  Middlebury College, Paris III, L’Institute Catholique, Speos
City: Paris


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From: September 10th, 2000
To: January 30th, 2001
 Year 2000-2001


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Almost all of my classes met either once or twice a week in Paris, so I had a lot of time on my hands to explore the city as well as the culture.  I really enjoyed being responsible for my own education – in some of my classes, it was up to me to choose which books to read, instead of having the professor assign a required reading list.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I found that studying abroad really helped me to understand how much the world has to offer.  In particular, I learned that no matter how long you spend in a foreign country, there is always something new to learn everyday.  I really enjoyed that.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think that one of the most important things that studying in Paris did for me was that it helped me gain a better sense of time.  I realized that when I am in America, I am always rushing – watching every day fly by; however, when I was in France, I caught onto the Parisian sense of time and learned that every day is important.

It also inspired me to continue traveling – I just returned from a 3 month trip around the world and hope to continue traveling extensively throughout my life.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I think that studying abroad has definitely inspired me to choose my next goal – to study international law and business.  I’m actually hoping to apply to some international law programs this fall.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I felt as though I was extremely successful in integrating into my classes in Paris – I never missed a class and more importantly, I found that my French got better and better every class that I participated in.


b)  housing:

I am very happy that I lived with a French family.  I definitely think that it is the best way to really make sure you integrate into the culture and learn a language.  My only complaint was that my family lived pretty far outside the city and I didn’t always feel safe traveling home by Metro at night.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Horseback riding with my French family; Photography program…traveling all around France.  (I can’t remember the others it’s been so long!…)

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I would say that I made great progress with my French when I was in Paris.  I started the program with a less-than-proficient knowledge of the language and felt that I finished the program much more comfortable with my French language skills. In particular, I felt very proud of my writing abilities – having achieved a very high mark in a history class that was comprised of mostly native-speaking French students.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes definitely.  I thought that the Middlebury Paris program was extremely well run and extremely well organized. My only complaint would be the “translation” of French grades to Middlebury grades.  I felt like it was a bit unscientific – and I know that a bunch of my peers felt that the “translation” did not accurately reflect their academic achievements while studying abroad.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Mme. Rifelj was a great director – very easy to talk to and willing to listen to the students when she was needed.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

Why or why not?









  

Yes, I would absolutely recommend it to other students.  I think that a semester abroad is one of the best things that a student can do during his/her college experience.  I also think that Middlebury’s strong focus on studying abroad makes Middlebury a unique and special place to study.  Bravo!

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Choose your living conditions carefully and make sure that you are in an organized program (if not studying with a Middlebury program abroad).

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I had a few unfortunate incidents of sexual harassment in the subway, which made me feel a bit unsafe at times.  But I think that this can be avoided if you make sure that you travel in groups and always stay in touch with at least one “buddy” as to your whereabouts.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Art History classes in Paris are phenomenal!  I would highly recommend a course on Parisian art to other students.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: La Guerre Froide (The Cold War)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Class attendance, one final exam and one final paper.

	Describe course content:  Weekly seminar at Paris III that covered all of the events leading up to the Cold War.  Course begins in the early 19th century and ends with the onset of the Cold War.  

Evaluate course: Very fascinating – professor was an excellent speaker!


	2) Course title: The History of Medieval Art and Architecture

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Bi-weekly seminar at L’institute Catholique

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Weekly homework assignments, 4 exams, 1 oral presentation (optional), and one paper

	Describe course content:  Slides and reading about the development of art and architecture in France between 12th Century and 16th century.

Evaluate course:  I would highly recommend this course to foreign students – not only is it interesting, but the professor also pays close attention to her students language development and encourages them to do oral presentations.



	3) Course title:  L’architecture de Paris 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper: met once a week

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Two exams, 1 paper

	Describe course content:  Similar to course mentioned above, but focuses specifically on Parisian Architecture and Art

Evaluate course:  This was a course that I took at Middlebury in Paris, and I must say that I was not pleased with the content or the professor.  I felt that the class was too long and the professor did not keep the students focused. I would not recommend this course if it still exists.



	4) Course title: L’introduction de photographie

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro photography course taught at Speos.

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Weekly homework, 4 Final Projects.

	Describe course content:  This course was an introduction to photography.  In it, students were asked to complete weekly assignments taking photographs in Paris and also taught to develop them. 

Evaluate course:  For an Art History major, this is a great way to get Studio Art credit!  I really enjoyed this class.



	5) Course title: Middlebury required reading/writing/grammar course

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Homework, short papers, a few exams as well.

	Describe course content: Overview of French grammar and provided students with the tools necessary to succeed during their study abroad.  Required.

Evaluate course: Middlebury did a good job preparing me for other courses with this reading and writing program.

	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I can’t say that it has been terrible, but I also can’t say that it has been positive.  I graduated almost 3 years ago and had no idea that I had not filled out this form – to receive an email 3 years later saying that I could not get my transcript unless I filled this out was a bit of a slap in the face (especially since my experience is not fresh in my memory).  I don’t quite understand how this evaluation can be really effective when received by an alumna/alumnus that might have studied abroad several years ago.  For all I know, the classes that I just evaluated don’t even exist any more.  Why wasn’t I informed about this before I graduated?

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No – I lived off campus and graduated in February and did not know that these meetings took place.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No.  Not necessary.

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     No  
May we use your comments in future publications?     Yes   
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




