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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name   
 Class  2003
Major(s)   Theater/ French minor

Country in which you studied   France



Host University   Middlebury College

City    Paris


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From   January
To   June
 Year 2002

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

In general, I adapted easily to France’s educational system.  While certainly different from ours, the professors, at both Reid Hall and the Paris universities, were aware of us being American and therefore took extra effort to ensure our comprehension of the material and assignments.  The French system is more founded upon a self-discipline and motivation, leaving much, if not all, of the academic responsibility up to the students.  Coming from a system that is certainly dependent on student participation and discipline but that still guides its students fairly closely, it was a different experience to have no syllabus and no mid-terms—only a final paper and final exam.  I would like to say I brought away a new active sense self-motivation, but I think that in the midst of my trying to adapt to and navigate my way through a new culture, the lack of guidance just alienated me and I didn’t accomplish as much as I would have liked to.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I’d say my change in cultural perception tended more toward my perception of American culture.  Since I was abroad in a very politically charged time, being removed from my own culture was very enlightening in terms of recognizing all the things we take for granted about ourselves and the ways in which we relate to the world as Americans in a rapidly Americanizing global culture.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

On the few occasions where I threw caution to the wind and just went for it, getting over myself and my fear and my own insecurities, I felt so completely part of the culture, holding my own in both personal and professional conversations with Parisians.  It may sound cheesy and overly sentimental, but I now feel prepared to hold my own in any situation.  I was never a really good conversationalist because I was overly self-conscious about my word choice or how I was communicating what I was saying.  Now that I’ve had the experience of having any options for variety in speech stripped away, simply speaking English is exciting and I am still, a year later, amazed at the ease with which I speak in my native language.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Certainly, now having the confidence and knowledge of my own independence and self-sufficiency in a foreign culture and situation, I feel like the world is my playground insofar as where I may want to live in the future.   In terms of career plans, my study abroad experience did not directly contribute to my personal goals.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities did you participate, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Session preliminaire (January)

Advanced Composition, Sub-Saharan African Literature, Film Analysis, and !9th and 20th century French history


b)  housing:

For the first month I lived with a french family while the woman I was living with the rest of the semester moved into a new apartment.  After January I moved in with a close family friend who is French.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

None

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

None

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? French








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

While certainly not fluent, I feel proficient in all components listed above.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Prior to departure, Middlebury was completely inadequate in my preparations.  I studied abroad in the spring and we did not have a meeting about departure until mid-November.  A packet was handed out with a handbook advising certain things be done (I can’t remember what now, unfortunately) that required an amount of time that we did not have.  It was advised we leave eight weeks for x, and we only had 6.  The students who study abroad in the fall have the whole summer to deal with the preparation for what is, a fairly traumatic transition, and we had six weeks.  It just seemed unfair and I would suggest giving information to students studying abroad in the spring a little more cushion time to figure things out. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer a host country national or an American? Was that person competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The Director of Middlebury College in France was French.  He was not helpful to me in any way.  He was condescending, patronizing and inflexible and unrealistic in his expectations of us.  

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

While I had problems with the program itself, the experience was invaluable and of all the programs in Paris that I’m familiar with, Middlebury is the only program that insists on a language pledge which immediately sets us apart from the majority of other students in Paris.  I think the program could have offered more cultural/social options for FREE.  We were paying large amounts of money as it is and they asked for more to take part in organized activities.  A friend of mine was a student with another university in Paris and their tuition covered weekly wine and cheese parties with the program, weekend trips to other parts in France, and other activities that were included in the educational experience.  Even Middlebury programs in other countries were more connected to their students than in Paris.  On the other hand, the independence we had in Paris after the Session Preliminaire was wonderful and I don’t know if I even would have participated in organized activities.  I guess it’s the fact that it wasn’t an option unless we paid for it angered me on principle.  We’re paying a lot of money to be there—the least they could do would be to pay for some opera tickets or a weekend trip to Brittany.  I feel like I’m sounding like a pretentious Middlebury snob who expects nothing but luxury which is NOT true in the least—just watching other students on other programs, the staff sort of took care of them more which would have been nice.

What advice, or admonitions, would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Adhere to the language code.  It’s so worth it and it sucks at the time, but you won’t regret it.  I regret not sticking fully to it because I know the kids who did are now fluent.  Also, take advantage of everything.  Because of personal reasons, I sort of stagnated for a while and didn’t get to even a third of the places on my long list of places to go.  It sounds simple but it’s easy to forget when you’re there.  You’re in Paris!  Take advantage of it.  Yes it becomes home, which is incredible, but don’t forget where you are and use everything there.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

As a woman, I experienced lots of sexual come-ons (as you would in any European country).  It’s annoying and by the time I left I wanted nothing more than to scream at every man on the street, but you have to just roll with it and ignore it.  Tell them you don’t want to talk and keep walking.  In terms of anti-Americanism, it wasn’t too bad.  Certainly, French people think Americans are stupid and will refuse to speak French to them and that takes some getting used to (never would we hear a Hispanic accent and immediately start speaking Spanish).  You just have to be as unassuming as possible.  I brought nicer, more urban clothes than I would wear here which helped me blend in.  Whenever I needed a map or directions or anything, I always bought them in French.  Just don’t stand out.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Again, the language pledge.  I left Paris completely comfortable speaking French to anyone.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)Advanced Composition
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Incredibly helpful.  It was an advanced language course that focused on grammar, vocabulary and composition.  We studied current events and social/cultural phenomena.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Everything was perfectly fair.  Quizzes were on grammar and vocabulary and paper focused on perfecting the French method of writing academic papers.

Evaluate course, please comment:

The most useful course I took in Paris by far.  Anyone who is even the slightest bit unsure of their French should take it.



	2)History of 19th and 20th century France
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

A seminar on French history of the 19th and 20th centuries.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper and 1 exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

Intimidating (it was a half undergrads, half grads) and 4 hours long once a week.  I learned a lot but it was intense.  I would recommend it though.



	3) Film Analysis
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Learning to analyze a film through cinematic theories and filmography.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Three in class essays.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I loved it.  It was one of the two classes I took at Paris III and the professor loved me (luckily).  It was so much fun and I got to watch lots of cool French movies and luckily, the exams always dealt with extracts of American films.



	4)Sub-Saharan African Literature
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

We read three African francophone novels.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two papers.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I hated it.  The professor never moved from his seat at his desk and he just repeated the same thing for an entire semester.  He was, however, very understanding of the fact I was American and welcomed my comments.



	5) Session Preliminaire (J-term, required orientation)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Being dragged around Paris in the rain looking at train stations and covered passages, perfecting our oral and writing skills.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Quizzes, papers and a huge field research project and self-guided walking tour.

Evaluate course, please comment:

I saw a lot of Paris, but the courses motto was to be visitors, not tourists and we were literally dragged all around Paris in a mob of 18.  We were tourists.  The absurdity of our session preliminaire was a response to the previous one that basically ignored the students for a month.  We were babysat for a month, they were left with nothing to do.  A balance needed to be struck between easing the transition and familiarizing us with Paris and letting us to some of it on our own.



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had no contact with the Vermont staff apart from the pre-departure meeting that I already commented on earlier in the evaluation.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes—please see above.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




