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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name____________________ Home institution________Middlebury______________________ Class __03___
Major(s)____________French and Theatre___________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied
France


Host University
Middlebury College
City Paris_______________

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September 2001
To June 2002
 Year 

01-02

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I greatly benefited from the vastly different academic environment provided by the Paris, France university system. I adapted quickly to the new educational environment. The structure of the Paris University system provided a flexible schedule that encouraged a larger amount of individual research for each class and promoted independent thinking. Assigned less daily assignments, I had a greater amount of time to do personal research for long-term assignments. I gained confidence in my researching abilities as well as in my ability to understand the spoken language during lectures. I saw a tremendous improvement in my French note taking skills and my oral comprehension from September to June. Furthermore, their educational environment solidified my personal learning and studying process. I often say that my studies in Paris greatly influenced my current learning process. I am now aware of the steps I need to take in order to properly grasp a subject or topic. My classes in Paris also expanded my knowledge of courses I would have otherwise never taken at Middlebury. In particular, my art history classes were unbelievably beneficial because once a month we could go to the museums and see the works of arts we were studying in actuality. I also took advantage of studying in a large city. The number of libraries (public, art history, video) that were at my disposal as a student enriched my learning experience. I felt as if all of this knowledge was at my fingertips simply waiting on the shelves of each library for my grasping mind. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My study abroad experience not only broadened my personal horizons but also greatly expanding my understanding on my host culture. During my year abroad I lived with two different host families. First I lived with an older couple in the suburbs and then second semester I lived with an older woman in the center of the city. Those two different living environments in themselves provided me with first hand knowledge of the daily lives of the Parisians and opened my mind up to their culture. In addition, I babysat at least once a week for a family with two small children. My experience with them added to my understanding of the culture. Lastly, by second semester I had met a few young French women who were my age. I began to interact with them outside an academic environment. This interaction was the most valuable. For example, I went on vacation with two young women to the south of France for one week and began to gain confidence in my ability to speak colloquially as well as express my personality through the French language. All of these above interactions opened my mind to the culture, the music, the language, the food specialties, the extracurricular interests and the outlook on education of several different age groups. Furthermore, their interest in the American culture gave me a better understanding of how “we” are perceived by certain countries. That understanding led me to continue to look from the outside in to see my microcosmic world somewhat objectively for the first time. I realized that my daily rituals and my life priorities were based upon my experiences in the United States alone. After my experience abroad, I felt free to recreate my rituals and priorities based upon my varied experiences and my newfound knowledge of European cultures.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My study abroad experience greatly contributed to my personal growth. I must admit that I definitely suffered from culture shock during the entirety of my stay in Paris. But I now focus upon the positives that grew from those nine months of homesickness. I was out of my comfort zone for nine months. I may never again get the opportunity to jump so blindly into such challenging experience. In the beginning of my stay I was very shy and reserved in my interaction with French people because I was afraid to say the wrong thing, use the wrong word or mispronounce the French. Despite my reserved nature with people, I was shockingly outgoing in my exploration of the city. I gained confidence in my ability to navigate the city on foot or by metro. I wandered the every nook and cranny of Paris attempting to absorb my surrounding and reflect upon my personal situation in relation to this new environment. Reflection. I can honestly say that I spent most of my nine months in Paris reflecting deeply and profoundly about something. The environment inspired me. I took up drawing, painting and photography- three creative outlets I did not have time for at Middlebury. I captured my nine-month experience in my compulsive journal writing and my photography. I consider my desire to observe others both a positive and a negative personal quality during my time abroad. Although I value that time spent observing and reflecting, I became obsessed with observing rather than living. In a way I managed to alienate myself because of my desire to observe other in order to gain more self-knowledge. Once I began to branch out and interact with some French students, I found that my outgoing, cheery quality was very useful. Although these young women were strangers, they embraced my friendship because they were curious about my culture and they enjoyed my company. Also, continuing those friendships was easy because of my interests in extracurricular activities. I was able to play tennis with them or go to the movies or go dancing. Moreover, during the first six months of my stay, before I met my French acquaintances, I alienated myself from my fellow Middlebury classmates because of my desire to immediately branch out into a new culture. Ironically, I wasn’t aggressively meeting new people, yet I refused to interact with my American friends. This situation obviously left me feeling lonely and homesick. Overall, I cannot emphasize enough how substantial my time abroad was in initiating my personal growth academically, socially and creatively. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My study abroad experience greatly influenced my academic and career goals. As a double French and Theatre major, before going to Paris, my academic interest was primarily focused on Theatre. I would usually take three theatre classes a semester in comparison to one French class. However, I always wanted to become fluent in French and I knew I would not succeed at that goal without going abroad. Since spending a year in Paris, my interest in French and continuing with the language has increased significantly. Because of my positive academic experiences in Paris, I decided to not only take an elective course in French during my fall semester my senior year I also decided to do an independent project during the spring term. Several novels I had read while in Paris inspired my project. After graduating from Middlebury, I moved to Washington, DC to pursue a career in the arts. However, over the past year and a half I have always wondered how I was going to fit French back into my life. Three months ago I decided on a career change and wanted to pursue an educational career. I am currently living in Hartford, CT and I teach French to high school students at a high priority high school in the city. This experience has not only brought French back in my daily life but has also opened my eyes to a new educational system. I attended a private high school, so this learning environment is completely new to me even though it is an American atmosphere. So ironically enough my knowledge of French and my experience aboard has given me an opportunity to learn about a world that has always been a few blocks away but always obstructed from my closed eyes. I could have never had the confidence to take on this teaching challenge with my abroad experience. I am not only capable of teaching them the language but I am also incorporating my knowledge of France and Europe into my lesson plans. In addition, I can show them my pictures and share foods with them that they would have otherwise never seen. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes definitely helped me to integrate. I made several close friends during my second semester courses. I began to study with them in addition to going to the movies, going out for coffee or a meal and going out clubbing at night. I found that in a more challenging class in which I was struggling that I gained the confidence to ask a classmate or two for help. This initial effort on my part spawned a friendship for a semester and correspondence after my return to the states. 


b)  housing:

1st Semester: I lived with an older couple in the NW suburbs of Paris. 

2nd Semester: I lived with an older woman in the center on the city in the 7th arrondisement. 

Both of these living conditions were not ideal in benefiting my integration. If I were to do it all over again, I would definitely try to live in a dorm or with a family that had high school/college age children. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Yoga, Tennis, Painting/Drawing, Photography: My love for tennis benefited my integration because it is a social sport. I was able to play tennis with a few of my French friends. In addition, my interest in photography led to several outings with them throughout Paris taking pictures. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Teaching assistant (Elementary level, English), Babysitting: Both of these experiences definitely gave me an interesting new perspective because I was teaching/speaking English to French born children. This interaction with the children helped my integration immensely and also helped me with my homesickness. I was very close to the family for whom I babysat and they provided a support network and outlet for conversation on a weekly basis. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French 







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made immense progress in all of the above areas and I definitely would not have benefited in all areas if I had only stayed for half of a year. Before I went to Paris I was almost petrified to speak the language. In classes at Middlebury I almost always wrote down what I wanted to say in class before raising my hand. During freshman and sophomore year I had good writing and reading skill by my comprehension and speaking skills were lacking, to say the least. I lacked confidence in my speaking and I did not have enough practice with my oral comprehension. After the 6-month mark, I began to pick up the accent and really began to speak in a colloquial manner. I picked up slang words and speech patterns from my French friends. I learned an enormous amount of vocabulary from my reading and writing. My note taking skills also improved immensely. Overall my knowledge of the French language and my ability to communicate and understand increased by at least 75 percent. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, my host program provided me with adequate information prior to departure. I was not completely satisfied with the orientation process and the introductory courses, but I am also aware that our criticisms initiated change and the second semester students had a much more comprehensive orientation. The program was accurately represented in its brochures and correspondence. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, the Resident Director was competent, effective and helpful. It was his first year as director, but I still felt that I could approach him with any concerns. He was concerned about my general well-being and success. 

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? Y FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes I would recommend this program. The variety of classes available not only at PARIS III but at the other institutions covers a large spectrum of interests. In addition, the city of Paris is an amazing place to spend for a year. The city is vibrant and I was constantly discovering new and exciting things to do around the city. Paris, being a central hub of Europe, allows for easy travel to other European cities during your stay. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Take more time during your sophomore year to talk with the study abroad office to figure out which program and housing is best for you. Don’t be afraid to stay in contact with Americans once you are there. Yes, I wanted to learn French and force myself to speak French. But adhering to that diligently made me feel isolated and unable to vent concerning my personal needs. Take advantage of EVERYTHING in that city or program. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I arrived in Paris on September 3rd 2001, eight days before the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. This tragic event definitely affected my experience aboard and added to the feeling of alienation. The controversial opinions about the United States in addition to the tightened security in Paris made me feel ill at ease for the first few months and I was very insecure about my American heritage. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Art History. There is no better place to take French Art History. With the most comprehensive and most beautiful museums at your disposal on a daily basis there is no reason to miss this opportunity to study art. 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:Preliminary Oral and Civilization

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral Presentation, Exams, Homework, Paper


	Describe course content:

Introduction to oral comprehension and Parisian Civilization. 

Evaluate course:
It was necessary to take this course. It gave me confidence in 

My speaking ability. 



	2) Course title: Preliminary Writing

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):Paper 

	Describe course content:

Introduction to writing in French, review of French Grammar. 

Evaluate course:
It was necessary to take this course. It helped me prepare for my courses at Paris III. 



	3) Course title: French Art History 16-17th Century 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, Papers 
	Describe course content:

Studied 16-17th century French Art. Slides shown on a daily basis and trips to the Louvre on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. 

Evaluate course:

Very interesting, great professor and very inspiring. I highly recommend this course. 



	4) Course title:Poetics of Film

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, Oral Exams
	Describe course content:

History and philosophy of film. 

Evaluate course:

Very interesting, great professor. Material was challenging but I recommend the course if very interested in film. 



	5) Course title: Film: Metafilm

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, Oral Exams
	Describe course content:

Watched classic American Movies and learned about the progression of Metafilm (movies made about the making of movies) from the 1920s-1950s. We also discussed more current films if relevant. 

Evaluate course:

Definitely recommend this course. Very fun and refreshing. Interesting material. 



	6) Course title: Myth of Pygmalion

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers 
	Describe course content:

Read a variety of French literature that was based upon the Myth of Pygmalion. 

Evaluate course:

I highly recommend this course. It was one of my favorite courses during the year. The reading was challenging but very intriguing and I greatly increased my reading vocabulary and writing skills. The professor was interesting and engaging. 



	6) Course title: Theater and Painting

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, Long term papers/projects, Exams, Homework 
	Describe course content:

We studied artists that began to do work for the theatre, i.e. paint the sets, do flyers and artwork for the theatre pamphlets, and embed themselves in the world of the theatre in one capacity or another. We studied this collaboration between art form during the years 1880-1920. 

Evaluate course:

Also, one of my most enjoyable but challenging courses during the year. The material was challenging and very interesting. The professor was understanding but expected the same quality work from me as the other students. I highly recommend this course for people interested in art or theatre. 



	6) Course title: Hitchcock Films

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams 
	Describe course content:

We watched and studied over 10 Hitchcock films. We learned film vocabulary as well as the life and history of Hitchcock and his films. 

Evaluate course:

Great course. With the ability to go to the public film library, I had all of the Hitchcock films at my disposal for views, as well as numerous texts that supported my final work. In addition, there happen to be a Hitchcock exhibit at Centre Pompidou during the course. So, I was learning in and out of the classroom.



	6) Course title: Franco-African Relations

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, Exams
	Describe course content:

We learned about the history of Franco-African relations. 

Evaluate course:

Very informative and interesting. The professor was very challenging but also very inspiring. I highly recommend this course. 



	6) Course title: Ruy Blas in Film and Theatre

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers
	Describe course content:

We studied the character of Ruy Blas in several different films and plays. 

Evaluate course:

Not one of my favorite, but still very enjoyable and would recommend it. My interests lie in the film and theatre, so this opened my eyes to a particular general of French film and theatre. The written work challenged me to draw parallels between the several works. 




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had very little interaction with the staff. Again, if I could do it all over again I would have taken the time out of my busy schedule to meet with the staff and really prepare myself for my year abroad. I wish I had taken more time to talk with students and staff about housing and other key issues that greatly affect your overall experience. I felt somewhat unprepared and therefore greatly suffered from culture shock but I believe most of that responsibility to educate myself to a greater extent before going rested on my shoulders. It was very difficult though to fully grasp the idea of going abroad during the spring while focusing on current courses and summer jobs/internships. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I attended the pre-departure meetings and I found the meetings and handouts to be helpful. My feelings are similar to that of the above answer. I was not in the right mind set during the meetings so I did not absorb all of the necessary info. I was too focused on the present to fully comprehend what was being said in both the meetings and the handouts. I remember in December, four months in my year abroad, I was organizing all of my paperwork and came across one of the packets. There was an entire page on culture shock, symptoms, etc. I had not remembered ever reading it before September, although I’m sure I did because I read through everything. But it was obvious that I had not read it thoroughly. For there I was reading about the symptoms of culture shock and I was reading my life laid out clearly on the page. So, I don’t have a solution for this problem, but I wanted to share my experience. In addition, I feel that the course I took to prepare me for my time in Paris could have been more focused on daily interactions and experience rather than on Paris/France facts and figures. I wanted more dialogues and chances to speak rather than tests about the population of France. 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   N FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   N FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     Y FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




