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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name
Class 2004
Major(s) French and Psych minor

Country in which you studied France



Host University Université de Poitiers and Reed Hall in Paris (Science Po professors)
City Poitiers and Paris


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Sept ‘02
To  June ‘03
 Year 
2002-2003

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Because there is minimal school work due during the semester in French universities, I was able to explore the different facets of my abroad experience without the worry of time allotted for homework. I spent more time with my French family, learning from them, eating with them, traveling with them and interacting with my French sister’s friends and classmates.  This was all in Poitiers.

In Paris, I took classes at Reed Hall with Science Po professors, which was incredible. I feel I was just as challenged academically as I would be at Middlebury and learned more than I would have at Midd, because of the different perspective that my professors came from. One was French and the other Francophone African and I learned more about my own country, world history and politics and international affairs than I would ever expect to learn in one semester at Midd. The professors could not help but share their biases and stories. (however, my professors at Poitiers were quite a bit less inspiring in comparison to the Science Po professors…)
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned the biases and history of France from a personal level, which is not and cannot be taught in schools. The French national pride, their accents, the smell of real French croissants and atmosphere sitting around a dinner table with a French family cannot be duplicated or explained out of context. I learned how similar we are as human beings and as people of a certain, but these similarities further highlighted the differences in cultures.

It was an important time to be overseas, although I had my fill of people asking what my stance on the war was. It was hard to find a balance between defending my country and it’s politics and being critical of current events myself.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Independence (living in a city and living so far away from home) and being critical, not taking things at face value. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It inspired me to go into international law or cultural conflict resolution. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

classes in Poitiers were okay, professors were unavailable, as I was forewarned, but our liason who David Paoli found for us was a great help 


b)  housing:

living with a French family in Poitiers was so valuable to my French experience, they taught me so much about their culture and their family traditions 

my housing in Paris was perfect as well, because I had both freedom to explore the city as well as traditional home cooked meals and an easy dialogue with a French woman

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

tutoring English at a French engineering school was so helpful because it provided a space to meet French kids my age, which is difficult in French universities

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

my internship added another piece to the puzzle by introducing me to the work world and provided me with time to converse with French people outside of world of families and students. This is where I spoke the most French and learned the most about French culture and society, as far as my Paris semester goes.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
 French






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My French (in all ways) improved by leaps and bounds, my French advisor was very impressed by my level of French when I returned senior year!

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Even though we were “guinea pigs” in Poitiers, I never felt left out or lost, David took good care of us and I felt more empowered than lost by the independence (that’s also a personal thing).  

It would be helpful for students to have a better idea/list of classes offered in Poitiers… if that’s at all possible for the future, being that their online information is so confusing.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, as I mentioned above, David was great. I think the Poitiers crew was able to build a special bond with him that seemed less prevalent with the Paris students. This is probably because of numbers – five students verses 60(?) – and because there seems to be more genuine interest in French culture and language with the year students and those who chose to study in Poitiers over Paris.
Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, I would strongly encourage (and have done so numerous times with underclassmen) students to study for a year in France and experience both Poitiers and Paris, because you get the best of both worlds… a more typical French experience in an average French city/town and then, of course, Paris, nothing could compare to Paris. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

See above, also a semester seemed too short for me, when I left France for Christmas in the states, I had just gotten settled and confident in my fluency (culturally and language wise) and was thrilled to have another semester ahead of me where I felt more like a French student rather than an American tourist. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

It was a difficult time to be abroad with all the anti-french/anti-american sentiment going around, but I took it as more of a challenge to think critically about my opinions and sentiments. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Media and Society (Poitiers) 

 
	Indicate level:  third

Comment on course content:

Cinema class with a lot about film history… and Hollywood.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Oral presentation and final (yikes!)

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was a third level/senior class that I took with my friend… a film major… it was a bit above my head, but interesting. It was fascinating to learn about Hollywood from the French perspective.


	2) Written Expression
	Indicate level:  upper

Comment on course content:

This is a class offered by the (French for Foreigners Dept.?) and it was great to go over grammar and the different French writing styles.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Numerous graded, but short papers, a mid-term and a final.

Evaluate course, please comment:

This class was very helpful for me because there’s so much grammar that you just don’t remember from high school that I needed to get straight. And being around non-native French speakers (other students) helps the comfort level for asking questions.



	3) St. Pierre and Exotism (Poitiers) (French Lit)
	Indicate level:  First year class

Comment on course content:

Lit course focused on one book… Paul and Virginie. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Oral presentation and final

Evaluate course, please comment:

Horrible class, mostly due to bad professor and uninterested first years, but no one else should bother… there are other lit classes at Poitiers.



	4) Myth of Man Invented (Comparative lit) (Poitiers)
	Indicate level:  second year

Comment on course content:

We compared numerous texts with the theme of the invented man, the main text was Frankenstein.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Oral presentation and final

Evaluate course, please comment:

Interesting class because we read texts from four different cultures, all written/translated in French. Interesting class, especially since the other students were second years and more interested in the topic/class. 



	5) English French Translation (Poitiers)
	Indicate level:  second year?

Comment on course content:

We translated one short text per week – half the classes were English to French translations, the other French to English. There was also a lot of discussion in class on the various ways to translate phrases/words.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

mid-term and final exams

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was my favorite class in Poitiers and I learned more there about the French language than elsewhere. It’s crazy that you can’t take a translation class in the states, it’s so valuable and practical. It was fascinating seeing the numerous ways of translating the same phrase and realizing how difficult/impossible translating can be.



	6) European Union (Paris – Reed Hall with Science Po professor) 
	Indicate level:  400 level

Comment on course content:

History and present about the EU – it’s creation, development, structure, problems and future.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Mid-term and final?

Evaluate course, please comment:

This class was great! The professor taught clearly and engaged the students… breaks the stereotype! I learned a great deal about European history and international affairs as well as a lot about current events. This class was as rigorous and stimulating as your average Middlebury class. I strongly suggest it and the next class to other students. 



	7) African Francophone (Paris – Reed Hall with Science Po professor)
	Indicate level:  400 level

Comment on course content:

Learned about the history of France and African relations and the current difficulties and issues surrounding this relationship. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Oral presentation (outside reading and research required), papers, 2 quizzes and a final exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

I learned so much about Africa, a continent about which I knew practically nothing. The history and current issues and events seem very important to me now and I’m happy to be more educated. Professor Amagon was excellent, challenging and encouraging… he even took us to an amazing Ethiopian dinner.



	8) Photography
	Indicate level:  advanced 

Comment on course content:

At the advanced level, we chose a theme and created an exhibit (which I was so proud of at the end). We also learned new techniques and about photography history and technology.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We were graded on our final exhibit and our effort/participation throughout the semester.

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was a great way to explore and learn about Paris, usually alone. Plus I have pictures from Paris different from the typical touristy ones that I am so proud of now.

	7) Internship (at Enfance et Partage – an association that fights against child abuse and neglect)
	Indicate level:  only for students in France for the year

Comment on course content:

I listened to the abuse hotline, often times being a sound board for the volunteer counselors. With this experience and lots of research, I wrote a 34 page comparative study of French and American child protection policies and programs. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

My “boss” at the association, David Paoli and another director graded my effort and final paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

This was a fascinating experience. I got a taste of the French work culture, interacted with various French women, learned about something I was passionate about in my our culture and was able to come to my own conclusions about our two cultures and histories. Working in a French office for +40 hours/semester great for my French. Plus, I got to work at a French rugby game and sell merchandise! 




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They helped me figure many things out before I left. I was happy with their support and advice. Plus, my mom was able to use them as a resource when I was in the hospital in Switzerland… long story.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

There could be more information provided at these meeting, conversations should be more encouraged between students who have already been abroad and those planning on going. There are a lot of little and big questions that could be answered in these one-on-one/group conversation. I don’t know that one meeting is sufficient, because more questions come up afterward that I feel like students are more qualified to answer than the administrators and vise-versa. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




