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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name Class 2004 Major(s) Molecular Biology and Biochemistry

Country in which you studied 
France


Host University        Université de Poitiers
City Poitiers

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September, 2002 To February, 2003 Year 



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Adjustment for me, was smooth and quick. It was nonetheless not without challenges, which one should expect in any new environment. I must say that my transition was smoother than what I thought because of the help we received from the dedicated staff and personnel in both Paris and Poitiers. I got to appreciate how the two academic systems could be different and still achieve high quality educational standards. The system in Poitiers allows one to become more responsible towards the expectations of the university e.g. in my science classes, there was only one final exam at the end of the semester. Students were thus responsible for learning their respective materials. Despite such a difference in systems, with the help of resident students, I was able to challenge myself to live up to the mental task of constant reminder to study. Also, only few of the classes had required text books. This helped me polish my note-taking skills and made me more attentive in class.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

In response to this question, I would say that the two cultures are merely different. One wouldn’t work in the place of the other. 

The French culture is beautiful and it shows through the language, the food, the music, the numerous castles and the monumental buildings partout. There are definitely some inherent aspects I would not necessarily agree with, but I guess I need more time to appreciate and understand those aspects.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Being away gave me the chance to have a taste of the outside, larger world. I was basically in charge of all my finances, my housing, my food, my health etc. I became more conscious about spending, leading an adult and healthier life, leading an independent life and appreciating the challenges faced in the world outside college. 

Flexibility and having no prejudices is a needed mindset if one wants to survive abroad. Wisdom in picking friends and environments is however the most important. Also, knowing oneself and finding an appropriate group to be a part of. In my case, it was church, friends in my house and new French friends in my classes. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It is always inspiring to be among large bodies of students. The atmosphere gears one on to have fun and study hard.

Personally, apart from the new desire to discover other areas of France, I also want to generally travel more in order to discover other interesting and enriching cultures. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The best strategy for learning in all my classes, especially in my science class was getting French (resident) study partners. ‘Indigenous’ students know the system better, understand the language better and are in a better position to help. Student helps will help climb the ropes. 


b)  housing:

I lived in one Mme. Martin’s house. She rents out her rooms to International students. I lived with 4 other International Students from Slovenia, Germany and the USA. The best means for successfully living among a dynamic group such as the one I found myself in was honest communication, respect for other people, great friendship, flexibility, understanding and accommodation. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a church, a youth group, and a Bible study group. I had different sets of friends. I took 5 different classes from 5 different departments and 5 sets of friends from each class. I also had my housemates and friends of my housemates and friends of other Midd friends. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I did an internship in the science department. Though I didn’t get credit for it, I got enlightened about other wonderful scientific projects taking place in other parts of the world. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French



What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I picked up on levels. I made a dramatic progress especially in oral French. There was a great advancement also in my comprehension. Television, reading news journals and interacting with French were very critical in improvement my language skills.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Host institution did not have courses available until a couple of days before classes began. This was a major difference, but once the courses were out, the Midd Director with advice from one of the staff members was there to help us chose and register for classes. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment. 

Our director, M. Paoli, was very up to his task. He was very prompt, very responsive and very helpful. He has a warm and friendly personality that makes him very approachable. Even though he was based in Paris, he came down to Poitiers often enough to personally see to our concerns. He was like a dad to all of us and we all miss him. 
Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes!!! Personally, if I get the chance, I would do it all over again. It was a deep self-discovering experience about my strengths and weaknesses. I enjoyed the time away. It makes me appreciate both the outside world and Middlebury (even more). 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Each study abroad candidate needs to sit down and evaluate his/her goals before taking off to his/her destination. If one keeps focused about goals one is most likely destined to have a meaningful and fulfilling experience. With a goal in mind, one would stick to the language pledge, and one would be committed to learning and exploring the new culture more.  

A great way of keeping focused is by periodically evaluating one’s goals and achievements.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I was well received and had no issues with discrimination. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

When it comes to academics, apart from the history and the arts, the sciences should be one of the reasons why one should strongly consider going to Poitiers. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Preliminary Session
	Indicate level:  500 Upper level
Comment on course content: Focused on day-to-day spoken French, linguistics, expressions, grammar, slang, and listening and comprehension. We had a lot of oral practice, debates, discussions and extemporal speech making. 
Methods of assessment: Class work, homework and class participation.
Evaluate course, please comment: Well suited for a French immersion program. It is a critical course for every International Student because it serves as a perfect segue way into the French culture.

	2) Initiation à l’histoire de l’Europe

(Histoire Moderne)
	Indicate level:  Introduction

Comment on course content: class had 6 themes: geopolitical and international relations, population and demography, the political regimes in Europe and the European society in the modern era; the European economy from the 16th to the 18th century and the religious reforms in the 16th century. 

The course essentially focused on the ‘prominent characteristics of European history from the beginning of the 15th century to the Revolution.

Methods of assessment: Papers, exams, homework, and class participation.
Evaluate course, please comment: It was my first and best history class I had taken. The lectures were the most insightful especially the Prof. Vigiers’ personal stories. 

	3) Traduction
	Indicate level:  Introductory 

Comment on course content: Focused on the nuisances of the both English and French where translation is concerned e.g expression that might not necessarily exist in the other language and grammar. 

Methods of assessment: Exams, home works and class participation. 

Evaluate course, please comment: It is a definite must-take for any student who wants to appreciate both French and English cultures vis-à-vis each other. Found it very useful in understanding the intuitive reasons behind the different styles of French and English writing. 

	4) Biology Moleculaire et Biochemie
	Indicate level:  Upper level
Comment on course content: Focused on the molecular structures and biochemistry of nucleic acids, proteins, polysaccharides, lipids, cholesterol etc; metabolism of sugars, fatty acids, amines, photosynthesis, inhibiters; and replication and transcription, translation and recombinant DNA. 
Methods of assessment: Papers, exams and homework. 

Evaluate course, please comment: Very long lectures, but an extremely well taught class. 

	5) Duras and Indochina
	Indicate level:  Introductory
Comment on course content: course focused on Margurite Duras’ Un barrage contre le Pacifique. It had a bit of geography about Asia and Indochina (Vietnam), the political situation and struggle in Vietnam, colonization, the Indochina War, independence and a lot of grammar and literature and autobiography.
Methods of assessment: Papers and class participation. 
Evaluate course, please comment: Excellent literature class. I enjoyed the readings, the presentations the lectures and the discussions. Opened me up to a lot of French politics in its then colonies. Mme Camelin is an excellent lit professor.

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Interaction with staff was cordial and very helpful. The staff, both in Poitiers and Paris offered all necessary help whenever needed. The Poitiers representative, Mme Nakuzi, was the most helpful. She was always available and ever ready with first hand information, advice and action. The center for International Students was also equally invaluable.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did. The pre-departure meetings helped in preparing the mind for the experience ahead. The stories of predecessors helped create a picture as to how things would be. Even though no one had gone to Poitiers by then, I was encouraged by the fact that other people have survived in a foreign land. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 Yes   

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?        Yes   

May we use your comments in future publications?       Yes  

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




