Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu


Class  03
Major(s)  French and Studio Art



Country in which you studied  Paris, France




Host University  Middlebury

City


US sponsor (if different from host university)




Period of study abroad:  From  September 2002
To February 2003
 Year 




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I found that the French educational system demanded one to take on more individual responsibility for one’s studies. Usually the professors provided no syllabus and did not make themselves readily available to the students. This forced me to mingle more with the French students in order to stay abreast with the course material.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I really came to find myself feeling totally at home with the leisurely style of French culture which put in perspective how Americans tend to rush through their lives.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I had never lived in a city before, so I was somewhat apprehensive going into the study abroad experience. Living in Paris was really a self-affirming experience because I quickly learned that I could get along just fine on my own in a city

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

As a studio art and French major, going to Paris was really the perfect study abroad choice. I am definitely considering the possibility of returning to Paris after grad school as an independent artist.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities did you participate, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took classes at Paris I and III, besides Reid Hall. I made an effort to be an active presence in my classes and took the lead of the French students. Student conduct in the French classroom was much different because the profs don’t usually expect the students to lead the discussion. So learning the finesse of making very pointed and precise responses was key.


b)  housing:

I lived at the Grummer d’Autheville residence in Boulogne on the periphery of the 16th arrondissement. The Grummers were a very welcoming family and often entertained guests, had parties, and even held an art exhibition for one of their artist friends in their living room. Their children are grown-up, but even so they are still a major part of the dynamics in the household. Sometimes Mary Clare Feldmann (who also lived there) and I would get to babysit their adorable baby granddaughter. The location of my host-home lent itself well to the discovery of life in the suburbs. It was great to have a change from the city pace upon returning home to Boulogne every day. Living where I was, I profited from the typical leisurely Sunday in le bois de Boulogne, the neighborhood food traiteurs( ie. Local fromagerie, boulangerie, etc.), the weekly markets, and cultural events specific to my neighborhood.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d)
other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French









What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I feel that my progress in the language increased exponentially. The oral improvement was augmented by the host-family contact. The daily bombardment by media and other visual advertisements in the city helped reading skills immensely. The course work definitely helped with writing and comprehension skills, but would not have sufficed alone without the influence of living in the French culture.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer a host country national presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.or an American? Was that person competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The meetings we had at Midd before departure were extremely helpful. I felt fully prepared before leaving.

Upon arrival at Reid Hall, I felt very taken care of. Any questions I had were covered in the orientation. Mme. LaCarriere, Mme. Charlier and M. Paoli were always available to us students and made it their job to ensure our contentment in classes and cultural events as well.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? x0 Yes  0 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. The Middlebury program really excels in providing students with an exceptional study abroad experience. Part of the success comes from the effort of the students themselves signing the language pledge. Speaking only in French amongst ourselves really made a difference for me in terms of personal progress.

What advice, or admonitions, would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Integration. If you want to get the most out of the experience, it’s vital to integrate yourself into the culture and not just cling to the other students in your program. If you only hang out with the midd crowd, then you are really robbing yourself.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I never experienced any.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The language pledge

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

               Courses Titles (please list)


           Comments

1)Language and Society (Reid Hall)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Upper level – focus on oral skills, study of linguistics and the evolution of the french languageMethods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):3 quizzes, 2 short papers, 1 oral presentationEvaluate course, please comment:My oral skills profited immensely and it also gave insight into the culture through the study of lingustics

 2) Urbanism and Architecture (Reid Hall)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Upper –level – focus on the evolution of the urbanisation of Paris Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):2 tests, 1 12pg. paperEvaluate course, please comment:The material was very interesting, but I think that the structure of the class could have been more dynamic. Each class was a slide lecture for 2 and a half hours so it got a bit monotonous.

3) Fiction and History (Paris III)Litterature
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content: study of Victor Hugo’s Notre Dame de Paris and Umberto Eco’s Le nom de la rose ; analysis of the historical context within fictionMethods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):2 papers, 1 oral presentationEvaluate course, please comment:Enjoyable readings. Mme. Baron’s lectures were very engaging.

4)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):Evaluate course, please comment:

5)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):Evaluate course, please comment:

6)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):Evaluate course, please comment:

7)
Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)Comment on course content:Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):Evaluate course, please comment:

(Please add additional space if necessary)


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Before departure I had a lot of interaction with the Off-Campus Study Office and I was always received by a very efficient and friendly staff.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. The meeting did a great job in covering all of the logistical pre-departure steps so that I felt fully prepared when I left for Paris.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

0 Yes   x0 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     0 Yes   x0 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x0 Yes   0 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

