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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_____________________________ Home institution Middlebury College________________ Class __06__
Major(s)____Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, French Minor___________________________    
Country in which you studied
France
Host University     Universite de Poitiers
City Poitiers


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From     Jan. 15th 2004
To    May 23rd 2004
 Year 



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I was very pleased to find the teachers quite approachable and friendly.  Furthermore, all of my professors (well not all, but no system is perfect) were methodical and lucid in their lectures and always available to help students.

I have a new appreciate for Middlebury and the American system of education.  The French system is extremely centralized and the university I attended was large lacking the small discussions in some cases.  But even taking these factors into account I genuinely found the faculty knowledgeable and fun.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Traveling is not new to me so in many ways being in Europe was very similar to being in the United States.  The most beneficial part of living in France was expelling the myth of ‘the French.’  People are kind and generous and do not flaunt their important in the European world.  The French are the same as Americans.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad has taught me to hold an open-mind at all times.  Being adaptable and willing to take risks are qualities that will make the most of any travel/study abroad experience.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Traveling to France inspired me to continue to travel as much as possible.  I want to use my French language skills and pre-medical focus to one day travel to Africa and provide basic medical assistance in francophone countries.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

In most situation I was the only foreigner in my class.  This is great for meeting French friends and for learning to keep up with the speed of a French teacher’s lecture.


b)  housing:

I lived with a tremendous family.  Les Clouteau.  Incredible.  Sometimes I thought that a second foreign student in the house would have been nice, but I know this is very difficult to arrange.  An ideal situation would be an apartment with all foreign students from different, non-english, speaking countries.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I wish I had done more.  I hung out a lot French friend and we did a lot of biking and small trips

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French
What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Oral Comprehension:  9/10, lot’s of improvement

Reading: 9/10, lot’s of improvement

Writing: 8/10, writing is still difficult, but came much faster

Speaking: 7/10, speaking was what I wanted to do most, but it was the most difficult

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes.

Yes.

David Paoli is amazing.  Even though he was based in Paris he would visit Poitiers as much as possible.  He made me feel comfortable as a student and as a friend.  Furthermore, at the Univeriste de Poitiers, Salwa Nacozi was……just like a Mom. Great resources.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

We didn’t have much of this in Poitiers…perhaps Paris?

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes.  Poitiers gives you exposure to the French language and the culture that is difficult to parallel in Paris, for example.  I truly began to understand the culture and its people.  The highlight of my experience was gaining true French friends.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Study where you want and forget about was myth or rumors you have heard about.  If you are excited to go somewhere then follow you instinct.  Also remember that language is important, but not as important as learning who the people are by understanding their culture and thinking.  Take risks and put yourself out there.

Poitiers is great if you don’t like the constant rush of Paris (which I actually like, but anyways…) and if you are seeking French friends.  It is very difficult to get close with French students in the big city.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No.  Discrimination happens because they think you’re ignorant and unapproachable.  Approach them as a friend and then they will accept and not feel the need to distance themselves from you through discriminatory comments.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Science, although I did not take any science courses.  I hear they’re great.  History was very good.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Geology- Men and Earth

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers 

	Describe course content:

History of geology.  Specifics on plate movement, volcanic activity, types of rock, etc.
Evaluate course:
The professor was really kind.  He realized I was the only foreign student in a class of about 150 and helped me with difficult concepts.



	2) Course title:

Introduction to Baudelaire

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers

	Describe course content:

Lecture on all works by Baudelaire.  You become quite good at analyzing poetry, especially by Baudelaire.
Evaluate course:
Professor Scepi is difficult.  He seemed a bit detached from his students and involved with his lecture.  I wish he had been more approachable.  He gave no real relief for the foreign students and graded them just as strictly as his native speaking. (consider how difficult this is when analyzing poetry and trying to utilize exact syntax and grammar rules…)



	3) Course title:

Introduction to Marivaux

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers
	Describe course content:

Half dozen Marivaux plays.

Evaluate course:

Good course.  Marivaux is fun to read and improves your comprehension of written French.  



	4) Course title:

French Practice and Translation

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar/Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Tests and Papers
	Describe course content:

Translation of many document from French to English and from English to French.

Evaluate course:

Excellent.  Salwa, the professor, is awesome.  Your writing and comprehension skills improve vastly.



	5) Course title:

Modern and Contemporary French History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral Examination and Paper
	Describe course content:

History of France from Pre-revolution to WWII.

Evaluate course:

Excellent.  This course is worth it just to meet Professor Vigier.



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

OCS is excited about the abroad experience but I sometimes find that they make it too difficult to do so.  I have many friends that have been turned off by the process because it is too intimidating and stringent.  Regardless of GPA and background (with reasonable exceptions), all Middlebury student should be able to go abroad.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  I think bringing in people who have had personal experiences in your country are the best way of attracting people to meetings.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?    x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




