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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name _______________ Home institution Middlebury College________________________ Class 2006
Major(s)History and French________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied France

Host University Université de Poitiers
City Poitiers
US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
To January
 Year 2004/2005



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I found that the French educational experience is much more hands-off than the American one.  French professors were much less accessible and the actual classes were mostly very straight-forward lectures.  I think that this forced me to become more responsible for my own academic achievement and rely less on the professor’s help outside of class time.  I also had to be very committed to attending classes, as many of them were quite large and it would have been easy to skip one without notice.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I think having spent time in France I better understand why the French perceive Americans the way that they do, sometimes negatively.  But I also found that they don’t seem to have as negative a view as is sometimes implied—in general I found that if they had a problem with the U.S. at all it was with the government, not the actual citizens.  I think a decent amount of time in another country really allows you to come to the realization that we are much more alike than different.  


Studying abroad reinforced some of my negative perceptions of American culture.  I know a lot of people who study abroad and come back and feel like everything was better over there.  I think that happens because we go abroad and purposely have this very cultural experience with all these different things happening, and then we return home and everything feels so humdrum and boring.  It seems important to me to recognize the differences between the experiences and not have too negative an attitude upon reentry.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

During my time abroad I realized that I was much more outgoing than I had ever realized, and certainly more outgoing than I was when I first arrived at Middlebury.  That was a really good realization for me because it made me feel better prepared to take on new situations and opportunities.  I think it was also very good for me to get to know a culture other than my own.  I feel that I can now better understand different cultures and societies in general.   As far as my personal qualities, I think my independence and positive outlook on things were really useful while I was in France.   If you have a negative outlook on things the slightest setback has the potential to balloon out of control and unnecessarily affect your time abroad.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My time spent abroad really reinforced my interest in French, and finally convinced me that I should become a French major as well as a history major.  In fact, right now it’s a complete toss-up which one I will continue to study and concentrate on upon graduation.  In fact I’m thinking about returning to France for a masters, or about doing work in the international field.  Personally, I definitely want to keep up my French skills, however possible. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I think I integrated well as far as my level of understanding went, but I didn’t make enough of an effort to talk to French students and become friends with them.  They can be or at least seem intimidating so you really have to put your fears behind you and talk to them!  If you’re worried about your language capabilities, just think about what you would do in the reverse situation, I doubt you would laugh at someone who asked you a question in class in not so perfect English. 


b)  housing:

I lived with a French family and 3 other students (2 Americans, 1 German).  We shared the kitchen with the French family, but ate in separate rooms.  It worked out really well for me because I was able to maintain my independence, but they were around if I had a question or needed assistance with them.  It was also a big help for my French to talk to them.  However, if you can I wouldn’t recommend living with other Americans for obvious reasons, and many international students as frequently their English will be stronger than their French, or they’ll want to speak English to practice it.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I think I made great progress in all areas of my French comprehension.  I probably made the best progress in aural comprehension and my speaking skills, probably most importantly being my confidence in my speaking skills.  I feel like lack of confidence can be a major issue in that area.  I probably made the least progress in my writing skills because I didn’t have any actual instruction in that area and I didn’t get much feedback on any papers or assignments that handed in.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I was happy with the information provided before departure and the orientation.  I do not think that the differences between studying in Poitiers and studying in Paris were adequately addressed.  In Poitiers, we were left mostly to our own devices, and while that worked out great for me, and I appreciated the level of independence we had, I know that others would not agree and felt like they were left in the dark about these differences and abandoned in a way in Poitiers. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I felt that Mr. Paoli was very helpful and concerned about our success and happiness.  I do believe his effectiveness and ability to solve problems was limited by the fact that his trips to Poitiers were limited in length and his knowledge of the system there did not seem to be as great as his knowledge of things in Paris.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would highly recommend it to someone who does not want to be in a big city or a big cultural center like Paris.  Poitiers is a great place to really work on your language skills and try to get to know some French students, but if you’re really into museums or lots of options as far as night life it might not work out well for you.   While there are plenty of things to do during the day and at night, the options are not limitless like they might be in Paris or another big city.  I would say that in general Poitiers is a more of a low-key place. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Abide by the language pledge!!!!!!!!!!!!   In some cases if you want to make friends from the country you’re studying in, you really have to throw yourselves out there.  Your best place to meet them is in classes,  but many of them have been taking classes together for several years so they might seem like they already have enough friends, but you really have to make a big attempt to talk to them.  A good way to do this is to ask to borrow their notes.  Also, I don’t recommend traveling every weekend or even every other weekend—you’ll prevent yourself from really getting adjusted to your new surroundings.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

The biggest thing I encountered was people always asking me who I was going to vote for in the then upcoming elections.   It was annoying and at times rude,  but I just tried to remind myself that they were just curious, maybe for them it wouldn’t be considered rude, and that it did have a big effect on them who the president of the united states was going to be so I should just try to be understanding.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I’m a history major and I think out of all the other students in the program with me I had the most success with all of my classes.  They seemed to be the most similar to American courses and the level was not too high.  So I would recommend the history department.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: LM 110 

Le théâtre français du 17e siècle. (17th century French theater). 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 Paper. 1 final exam.  Reading assignments (2 plays). 


	Describe course content:  In this course, we read two plays, Le Misanthrope and Berenice.  There was also a historical component of the class where the professor lectured on the intellectual currents of the 17th century.  

Evaluate course:
I thought this was a good course for a study abroad student as the material was not incredibly challenging and the pace was completely within reason.  Some of my friends took higher level literature classes and had a lot of trouble with them, but this one is much more accessible to all students. The teacher responded well to the needs and limitations of the exchange students.  



	2) Course title: La Peinture française du 17e siècle. (17th Century French Painting). 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): This was an art history course for history majors, so it’s designed for those without experience in the subject matter. 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 

Final exam (written).  


	Describe course content:

We studied many painters from the 17th century, including Poussin, Philip de Champaigne, and LeBrun.  In class the teacher showed slides of their artwork and analyzed them. 

Evaluate course:
This course had potential, but the teacher spoke very quickly and did not always seem to realize that the course was not intended for art history majors.  I didn’t think the professor did a good job bringing together the themes of the different movements we studied.  I would not recommend this course for a first time art history class. 

	3) Course title:

L’Histoire de l’architecture contemporaine, 19e-20e siècle. (History of 19th and 20th century contemporary architecture). 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

An art history course designed for history majors. 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Final exam (written).

	Describe course content:

In this course we mainly studied the Worlds Fairs that took place in the 19th and 20th century, focusing on the architecture built a put into place during these fairs.  Most of the one’s we focused on took place in Paris.  We also studied some important architects of the time period. 

Evaluate course:

I thought this was a really good course.  The teacher was very clear and articulate—I could always understand her.  I felt like I actually learned a lot in the class and it was really cool to go to Paris and know some history about a lot of the buildings there.  I would definitely recommend this class. 

	4) Course title:

La France et L’Europe à l’heure de l’empire napoléonien.  (France and Europe during the Napoleonic empire).  
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

This is a second year history course. 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 final exam (oral). 
	Describe course content:

In this class we studied the period from 1798-1815 in France and the rest of Europe, concentrating exclusively on Napoleon and his empire.  We studied the reason for Napoleon’s ascension to power, the development of his power, and the changes he imposed on the empire.  

Evaluate course:

I really liked this class.  The professor was very well spoken and clear,  if at times a little intimidating.  She had outlines for all the lectures which made it really easy to follow and to put all the events and themes together.  I thought she focused on the important things and it was nice to study the period in an in depth way. 

	5) Course title:

Histoire du Christianisme Antique et Médiéval. (History of Ancient and Medieval Christianity). 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

This is a 2nd year history/religion course. 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Final exam (oral). 

	Describe course content:

In this course we studied the beginnings of Christianity, starting with the life of Jesus and ending with its spread throughout the European continent.  

Evaluate course:

I liked this course.  The professor had outlines, and a course packet with various historical extracts which were helpful for understanding the course.  I really liked having a better understanding of the development of Christianity from its very early beginnings.  

	6) Course title:

Histoire de Religion du Proche Orient de la fin du 3e millénaire avant Jésus Christ au 4e siècle après Jésus Christ.  (Near East Religious History from the end of the 3rd 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final Exam (oral). 
	Describe course content:

In this course we studied the different religions in the Middle East prior to the development of Christianity. 

Evaluate course:

This course was pretty good, however, the teacher spoke really quickly so sometimes it was difficult to understand.  Even the French students had difficulty at times.  



	7) Course title:

Translation – Travaux Diriges de Traduction, EA 320

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 

2 Translation Exams (French to English and English to French). 

	Describe course content:

In this class we translated one passage each week and then went over it in class; The passages alternated between French to English and English to French.

Evaluate course:

I really enjoyed this class as I’d never taken a translation course before and it was very interesting to see how one goes about translating. 



	8) Course title:

Medieval French History : H2T3M01U 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year: Medieval History for non-historians.

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final Exam (written).
	Describe course content:

In this course we studied the history of France from the 8th century through its institutions, cultures and society.

Evaluate course:

I really liked this course. The teacher spoke very clearly and slowly and since it was for non-historians the pace was a little slower than other classes. It would be a good course for anyone interested in French history, especially if you do not have a historical background. 


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I didn’t really interact with the staff very much, but they were always helpful when I came in to turn in forms or anything else. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No. 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




