STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_Middlebury College

 Class ___2007___
Major(s)___Psychologoy_______________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied France










Host University Middlebury School in Paris / Paris 3



City

Paris





US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From January 10
To June 5th
 Year 
2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I had very different goals when I arrived in Paris. I was in Paris to experience living in a foreign country, learning the language, and learning the French cultures and values. I had much more time in Paris to work toward my goals. I believe this is due to the academic environment. I took classes and worked hard in all of the classes I took. But, I had a lot of time to explore France and surrounding countries. I LOVED how there was a language honor code at the Middlebury School. That was the best part of the academic environment! We HAD to speak French. It really made us think…and work with the vocabulary we had. In addition, we learned from each other – picked up phrases of our friends and obviously our professors. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I am a lot more open minded and patient with foreigners in the United States. Whether it is Middlebury foreign exchange students or the woman at the cashier, I am just a lot more patient – I’m not quick to judge. I know what it is like to work so hard at a language. I’m just so much more aware.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I became SO much more independent! I really learned to do things by myself – and I really enjoyed that! I didn’t have anyone over my shoulder pointing me in the right direction. I was all on my own and I explored the city all by myself. Granted, I got lost quite a bit – but that is just a wonderful experience in itself! 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Because I have a serious medical condition, I was really concerned and a little bit hesitant to study abroad. I was anxious that something might go wrong while I was abroad. But, I decided that I owed it to myself to push through and do something I truly wanted. Fortunately, I didn’t have any health problems and I returned so much more confident and feeling as though I could do anything! That was by far a wonderful personal achievement. 
In addition, I taught English in a French Parisian school which was the best experience ever! My work in the school system has tremendously influenced my career goal of being an Elementary teacher and later a Principal. Now, I am teaching French at the Ripton Elementary School (where I have implemented a pen-pal system in which the Ripton children are corresponding with the Parisian children.)

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes at the Middlebury School in Paris were extremely helpful! The language honor code was by far the BEST thing! I really felt I learned so much just because we were forced to speak French.

b)  housing:

I lived with an older couple and with 2 other Middlebury Students in the tenth arrondissement. As the months progressed and as I became more comfortable with my French speaking abilities, I felt the dinners with my host parents were really valuable to me in terms of integrating into the French culture.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I ran a lot all throughout Paris. I loved this time to just take in the city and explore certain “quartiers” etc. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My independent project in a French elementary school was by far the most valuable experience! I truly integrated myself in the French culture. I had tremendous relationships with the two teachers. I also really got to know the students and their parents. I spoke so much French and felt that my speaking abilities really improved thanks to my work in the school. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I feel I improved in all areas – particularly in speaking. My reading and writing were not too bad, but my speaking abilities were not so great. My speech was A LOT more fluid at the end of the five months!
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. I was very pleased with all of the information. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes. Danielle did a very good job. She was always checking on us and making sure we were happy. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

YES, OF COURSE. I think this experience was absolutely amazing and I feel so privileged to have had this opportunity. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would say DO IT! This is by far the best way to truly learn a language. The Middlebury courses are very strong here – but nothing is better than just being in the thick of it all. My French improved tremendously. This is a once in a lifetime experience – you just need to take the plunge!
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No. Not at all. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

No. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

African Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar?
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 paper
1 exam

homework: read  a chapter a week 


	Describe course content:

We read selected chapters from approximately 5 books written by African authors. 
Evaluate course:

I didn’t like this class much at all. I felt that we should have just read one book thoroughly instead of reading selected chapters of 5 books. This was also a graduate course so the reading was a bit more difficult. The professor was from Paris 3 and very bland. This was my least favorite course. It was rushed because of the strikes and was a last resort for me.


	2) Course title:

Language and Society
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers

Quizzes

Presentations

Participation


	Describe course content:

We explored all different aspects of French language and society. 
Evaluate course:

I had the most work in this Middlebury College class. The work consisted of readings, papers, presentations, etc. I really liked this course because of the professor (Patrick) and also because it was very much discussion-based. We spoke  a lot which is so crucial to our language development.


	3) Course title:

Paris Metamorphoses

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Readings for each class
Final Exam

Presentation

Paper
	Describe course content:

We explored the history/ architecture / social status of Paris from 1800 to present.
Evaluate course: The readings were interesting but the professor was really bland. We were just lectured to for the first couple of classes (2.5 hrs long) The following weeks consisted of a presentation on a chapter by a group of two students.


	4) Course title:

Independent Study : TE500
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Portfolio that will eventually be posted on my Teacher Education Website

	Describe course content:

I taught English in a French Parisian Elementary School (L’ecole Lancry in the 10th arrondissement). When I arrived in Paris, Mr. Paoli and I arranged a meeting with the principal, Madame Ferrer, of the elementary school. At that time, I introduced myself and gave her a letter that I had written (in French) that thanked her for this opportunity, as well as explained my past experiences in the educational field and my goals for the semester. After reviewing my teaching credentials, Madame Ferrer offered me the opportunity to teach six hours a week in three different classrooms. I spent three hours on Tuesday afternoon and three hours on Thursday mornings teaching English to 35 students. This was a new experience for the principals, teachers, and me. They welcomed me with great enthusiasm and were extremely generous. They looked forward to having an “english teacher” in their classrooms and that is exactly how they treated me. I was responsible for proposing, researching, and preparing two lessons each week. In addition, I arrived an hour prior to teaching to share my lesson plan with the three teachers as well as to gather the necessary materials and make photo copies, etc. Furthermore, after teaching for the three hours, I met with the teachers for two hours to debrief on the lessons as well as to prepare for the next lesson. I feel so fortunate to have been so well accepted, respected, and appreciated in the French elementary school. Furthermore, I had been given one of the best teaching opportunities I could have ever hoped for. I was able to communicate with the teachers, principal, and students as well as plan my own lessons and teach them. 
       The most thrilling aspect of this independent study was the fact that the students truly loved learning English. I received phone calls from parents saying how pleased they were with the new curriculum. In addition, the principal asked me to participate in a conference with local teachers to discuss the implementation of my English curriculum in surrounding schools. Lastly, the superintendent of the Parisian schools asked to observe my lessons and meet with me regarding my approach to teaching, my lessons, etc. He also offered me a job to work as the director of the English department and asked me if I would be willing to implement English in the surrounding schools. I was overjoyed by this and have kept in contact with him. 

     I am also in constant contact with the teachers at the school. We have been emailing and mailing letters to each other. Now, I am currently teaching French at Ripton Elementary school in a third/fourth grade classroom. I am teaching the same curriculum and have implemented a “pen-pal” system such that the Ripton students are in contact with the Parisian students. 
Evaluate course:

I felt extremely fortunate to combine my passion for the French language with my passion for teaching. Although I was technically teaching English to French students, 90% percent of the time I used French as my means of communication. Each conversation I had with the principal, the superintendent, and the teachers were always spoken in French. In addition, I wrote my lesson plans in French and English in order for the teachers to fully understand my goals and intentions. Furthermore, the students did not speak any English; therefore, I wasconstantly speaking in French to the students to help them understand English concepts, etc. Although this was an extremely time consuming independent project, it was by far an invaluable experience – and I am extremely grateful. Below is  a list of things I did on a regular basis:

1. Giving lessons two times each week (6 hours)
2. Proposing/Researching/Preparing 2 lessons each week (6 hours)
3. Writing each lesson in English and in French (2 hours)
4. Preparing lesson, materials, etc before school (1 hour)
5. Debriefing with teachers and planning upcoming lessons (4 hours)
6. Meeting with Principal (1 hour)
7. Keeping a daily journal (2 hours)
8. Organizing a case study of 2 students (2 hours)
9. Implementing "The English Club"
     A. Meeting with principal and teachers to discuss lessons for the month (4 hours)
     B. Proposing/Researching/Preparing lessons for each week (6 hours)
     C. Gathering Middlebury Students and teaching them the weekly lesson (2 hours)
     D. Giving the lesson to French students (2 hours)
10. Implementing Pen-Pals 
     A. Communicating with my advisor, Gregg Humphrey, as well as communicating with student teachers and teachers at Mary Hogan School. (2 hours)


	5) Course title:

Cinema
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper

1 Exam

Participation

	Describe course content

The first half of the course focused on analysis of film and the second half of the class was directed toward the history of cinema.
Evaluate course:

I really liked this class! Professor Broda (from Paris 3) was great! I was engaged the full 3 hours and was able to comprehend 90%. I definitely recommend this class. 


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not find the staff extremely helpful – I felt I received the pre-departure information fairly late. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I attended. I did find the meeting helpful – I really liked hearing from students who had just returned from abroad. I think it would be nice if Middlebury offered a student plane departing from Boston or JFK that went to Paris so that students could fly together. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   No

___________________________________________________________________________



