STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury College___ Class __2007__
Major(s)______Psychology______________________________ 
Country in which you studied
France ( Paris)

Host University   Institute catholique + Centre Madeline ( Middlebury College in Paris)   City Paris 

US sponsor (if different from host university)

Period of study abroad:  From        Jan    to         June
 Year 
2006

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

It took me a while to adapt to the French education system because it’s a lot different from the US’s one.  First, class hours are long, usually 3 hours for each lecture. It’s hard to keep up with the professor especially when they are speaking a foreign language. Second, instead of a constant assessment (e.g. homework, mid-term) from a prof., there is one final exam only to reflect what you learn during the semester. Third, there are also less interaction between the prof and the students.  However, it’s a good learning experience because I learn how to tackle some academic problems with peer support and I appreciate more about the US education system.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I would say one doesn’t really understand a specific culture until you immerse yourself in that culture. I finally come to realize how and why people think and behave differently in different cultures. After studying abroad, I learn not to generalize “western cultures” in all western countries. American culture is also unique in many ways. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I learn how to learn by living! It’s a unique and eye-opening experience. I am more knowledgeable about European people and cultures. 
As far as personality concerned, being independent and optimism are useful.  
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My career and personal goal stays the same but I think the study abroad experience has added much color to my life. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

l’histoire de la France; phonétic; sociologie générale; langue et société;  

b)  housing:

host family, a divorced parent with her son
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

cooking class;  member of Club internationale de Paris
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

volunteer in a NGO ( PLAN)
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made progress in all components, esp. speaking and aural comprehension. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, Middlebury College in France provided enough information before my departure. The student handbook helps a lot. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, she did a good job placing students into host family and she is a caring person.  She talked to us individually from time to time. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? √ Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, definitely.  Middlebury College in France has a well-organized program in Paris.  The director and staffs are great and they work hard for the program and the students. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Whenever in doubt, talk to returnees or the director on the site. They are the most helpful I found. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not that I aware of at school. But one has to be careful when living in a city. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Institute catholique has a good language program.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

L’histoire de la France
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

300+
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentation, mid-term, final exam

	Describe course content:

History of France from 1814 to 1945.  
Evaluate course:
A lot of materials are covered in class. Exams are difficult. One has to know the material very well for exams. The professor is a typical French professor. 


	2) Course title:

langue et societe 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

300+
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, oral exams, homework, quizzes, book report
	Describe course content:

History of French (as a language), French Academy, Francophones, French people and culture.  
Evaluate course:
I learned a lot about French people and culture from this class. The prof. is interactive, more towards a American way of teaching. This is my most favorite class.


	3) Course title:

Metamorphosis of Paris 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

300+ 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and presentation
	Describe course content:

The “metamorphosis of Paris” – from a historical view and a modern view. How Paris becomes what it is now.  We also looked at different arrondissements of Paris in details. 
Evaluate course:

An intro. to Paris. Good to learn about the transitions of Paris. A pretty practical class as we would go outside sometimes to see different part of Paris. 


	4) Course title:

Sociologie generale 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
papers
	Describe course content:

Introduction to sociology
Evaluate course:

We didn’t cover a lot of sociological topics in class but the prof. is very caring and he knows how to teach American students. 


	5) Course title:

Phonetics 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intermediate 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentations; tests 
	Describe course content:

Intermediate level of phonetics in French 
Evaluate course:

A great course. I learned how to speak French properly and in a French way !


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The staffs are nice and willing to help whenever indeed. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. It’s a great idea to talk to people who went to Paris before and their sharing is helpful. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   √  No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     Yes &   No . (maybe… depends on the time)  
May we use your comments in future publications?     √  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




