STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution______________Middlebury College_____________________ Class _____’07_
Major(s)__________________French________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied  
France









Host University
University of Poitiers and University of Paris (III)


City
Poitiers and Paris






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From   September
To    June
 Year 

’05-‘06








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

At first it was intimidating and nerve-wrecking being part of a big class and listening to a French professor and taking notes at the same time.

In France, the professors’ lectures are the most important learning sources, so taking good notes in class is very important. 

My listening and note-taking skills have improved significantly from this different educational system. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My understanding of French culture previous to my study abroad experience was truthfully not an optimistic one. Some people who have been to France have told me about their own discouraging experiences in the country. However, after I experienced France myself and after seeing for myself how the society works and what French culture is, now I think I know why the French are the way they are, etc. Every culture is different and has good and bad aspects to it. My perception of American culture has not really changed. I grew up in an international environment, so I’ve learned to tolerate the differences. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Often, the French were not the easiest people to deal with…I took advantage of my patience then, but I feel that I needed more of it when I was there. I also learned to speak up for myself better.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I would say that my interest and passion for French has grown, and that I would definitely want to use it as my secondary skill in my career. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I got to know some of my professors really well. They were welcoming and willing to help foreign students like me, so I would seek their help whenever I needed extra help with my paper, etc. 

b)  housing:

In Poitiers I stayed with a host family. The family was really traditional, so it was an interesting experience getting to know them and their lifestyle, and certainly the traditional French culture. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took a dance (hip-hop) class in Poitiers, where I met several young French people. They were all nice, especially the teacher. I learned some dance techniques and got to communicate in French with everybody else…..
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

In Paris I did some volunteer work at two different places. The first one was being an English tutor for a young French student, and the other one was helping out at a dance association. Again, the people whom I met were all nice; I’m glad I got to know them through that program. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made progress especially in speaking and writing. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. I felt that I got sufficient support and help. I arrived in Poitiers first. Mr. David Paoli and his French student assistant (Emmannuelle) were very helpful during my whole stay there. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, again, he was very effective. He would help us out right away if we had any problems. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. I would recommend them to attend this program, because I got a lot of things out of it, not just academics. Studying abroad is definitely a learning experience, and I think you should experience it at least once in your life. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Studying abroad is exciting and opens your eyes to a different world. However, there will be times when you will need to be patient and understanding, because not everything is about fun and nice things. I’ve experienced horrible things abroad, but I try to use those experiences in order to develop my personality 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No I did not…I would not be able to give any advice, unfortunately.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Not in particular.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Religion and society in Pre-Modern France
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation and exam

	Describe course content:

Learning about the relationship between Christianity and authority in pre-modern france
Evaluate course:
Very interesting and informative. The professor was very nice too. He was very easy to understand, and  his classes were also easy to follow. 


	2) Course title:

17th Century Literature and Theater
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper and Oral Presentation
	Describe course content:

Learning about the history of 17th century literature and theater. We also read two plays by Moliere. 
Evaluate course:
This course was also interesting, and the professor was okay. I enjoyed one of the plays that we read in class. 


	3) Course title:

French Caribbean Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
paper
	Describe course content:

The course was based on a book written by Gisele Pineau and on another book compiled with short stories written by other francophone writers.
Evaluate course:

For most of the classes, we had student oral presentations treating an aspect of one of the books. Usually these presentations were followed by interesting discussions. 


	4) Course title:

The Fairy Tale
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation
	Describe course content:

Looking at different French fairy tales/legends and discussing the trends and styles of these types of stories.
Evaluate course:

This course was entirely based on student presentations. At every lesson there were students introducing a French legend/fairy tale and its significance. This was the only class for which I had to stand up and give a presentation in front of the whole class (which was pretty big), so it was a good experience. 


	5) Course title:

History of Medieval Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation
	Describe course content:

This course was based on a medieval roman by chretien troyes. 
We analyzed and discussed the style and content of the book.
Evaluate course:

I personally did not like the literature we studied. I did not appreciate the professor very much either, because he was dry and seemed closed to foreign students. 


	6) Course title:

France 19th and 20th Century
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation and two exams
	Describe course content:

The evolution of French history in the 19th and 20th century.
Evaluate course:

I did not like the professor’s teaching style. He took a thematic approach (explaining historical events based on different themes), so it was confusing at times. I mixed up different events and had a hard time comprehending the content. 


	7) Course title:

The European Union

 (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation and three tests
	Describe course content:

The background/history of the European union, its different body structures within the union, its roles, challenges…etc. 
Evaluate course:

I enjoyed this course, even though I am not a student from a political science field. The course content was complicated, but the professor explained it well. 
I would recommend this course to non-political science students too.


	8) Course title:

Introduction to Aesthetics: Image

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper
9) Course title: 

French and World Cinema
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment 

(e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam and paper

10) Course title:

Translation (English-French, French-English)

Course level:

Intro

Means of assessment:

Two papers and an exam
	Describe course content:

Studying and analyzing different art pieces, discussing what makes an art ‘beautiful’. 
Evaluate course:

Prior to this course, I had not taken any art/aesthetics-related classes, but I enjoyed it. The professor was laid-back and was easy to approach to. He also introduced different methods of analyzing an art work, which I found interesting.
Describe course content:
The history of cinema (in France and in also other countries such as Italy, Japan…). Analyzing cinematic images. 

Evaluate course:
The content of this course was interesting and useful. In class we looked at how cinema is served to mirror societies. 

Describe course content:

Learning the ropes of translating.

Evaluate course:

I found translation difficult and time-consuming, but overall this course was helpful, because you learn the ropes of translating English-french/French-english. 


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My pre-departure preparation (filling out documents, etc.) involved some interaction with the staff. They were helpful and would answer any questions or concerns I had.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I did, and I found them useful. It was able to talk to returnee students, and that was pretty interesting. One of the students compiled of a unique list of ‘useful tips’...I found that very useful later on when I was in my host country!
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    X  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




