STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury College_______________________ Class __07.5____
Major(s)____Sociology/Anthropology and Economics Joint Major
Country in which you studied:  FRANCE
Host University: University of Poitiers


City:          Poitiers






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From:   January 2006  To: May 2006
 Year:   2006

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

During the four weeks of class that I had before the strike, I had the opportunity to experience a different teacher-student dynamic.  By being in a non-American academic environment revealed some of the strengths and weaknesses of American teaching methods.  A strength would be the variety in the curriculum, but one of the weaknesses would be the emphasis on opinionated arguments that can lack factual credibility.  Overall, those four weeks were a very positive experience as the professors took a special interest in me as I was the only exchange student from the U.S. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

To be honest, as a sociologist, I used to idealize France while demonizing the U.S. But then, after going through a period of over two months without class due to student blockades, I saw a side of France that is far from ideal.  The morale of the story is, not everything is great in France and not everything is bad in the U.S. A simple lesson, but one that had to be learned the hard way.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The most useful personal quality by far is flexibility.  Though I’m well traveled I must say that it was only until the long student blockade that I truly tested the limits of my flexibility.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I took a classes on environmental economics and development, which initiated my interest in development.  I hope to pursue a masters in development. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

All of the classes with the exception of one were with the Sociology/ Anthropology Department. As I was the only American student, and in some cases the only international student, the professors like to use me as a reference for comparison.  Also, as the classes in License 2 and 3 were fairly small (about 15-20 students), I got to know some of my classmates pretty well.  The key to dealing with classes was having confidence in knowing that while it might be a bit of an adjustment academically and socially, it will eventually work out in the end.  I didn’t have too much of a problem with the classes I took before the strike. 

b)  housing:

As the students who live in the foyer are international as well as local, I found that most of the girls were open to meeting new people.  I enjoyed living in the foyer as it was close to town, so it was easy to meet up with classmates and go out at night without having to worry about the return home.  I found the foyer to be the foundation of my social life in Poitiers. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I participated in hip-hop and salsa dance classes as well as language exchange.  The hip-hop dance class was held in La Maison des 3 Quartiers, which was the Poitiers equivalent of the YMCA.  It was only French youth who participated, so in the beginning they were a bit reserved, but after a few classes together they started to open up. As for the salsa class, I took it with other students who were a part of Meli Melo, an organization that tries to bring French and international students together.  It was a friendly crowd and I ended up making good friends in that class.  For the language exchange, I only met with my partner twice as our schedules conflicted most of the time.  
T
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

As the strike progressed, the issue of receiving credits became a serious concern. Most of my professors were unwilling to help as they were involved in the strike.  In that situation, I had start up an independent project in the middle of the semester with little support. Luckily, in being a Sociology/Anthropology major, I had the ideal setting for conducting an ethnography. Thus, I focused on the student movement for my independent project which entailed participating in the movement, attending organizational meetings, interviewing protesters, and monitoring the news.  What started out as an obstacle to my education ended up teaching me the invaluable lesson about France in its socio-political element.  
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made slight improvements in aural comprehension and speaking, but very little if any progress in reading and writing.  If the semester carried on as normal I’m certain I would have made significant progress in all these areas.  Unfortunately with the strike I didn’t get to practice French as much as I would have liked.  
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

There was little course information provided before our departure. The orientation at Poitiers was informative. When the strike happened, we got support from Middlebury via e-mail for over two months, which, needless to say, was inadequate. Professors corresponded via e-mail only after being contacted by Middlebury. When I went to one professor from the Anthropology department to ask for some help he said that I should do as the French do and just because I was an American student I should not get special treatment. Keep in mind this professor was notoriously Marxist and had even called me a “pro-capitalist conservative” just because of my nationality.  Then there was a professor of translation who helped us as much as she could. In general though, Poitiers University offered little support to many American students enrolled there during the strike. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Overall, Mr. Paoli was helpful.  During the strike, however, I found he could have been more helpful or the Middlebury Office in Paris could have had a more active presence. A few weeks after the strike took place in Poitiers, the strike started in Paris and the Middlebury Office arranged courses for them right away. As for the students in Poitiers, we had to wait for a couple of months before getting a visit from Mr. Paoli. After he visited, the issue of missing classes was quickly resolved. He was very approachable and in the end things worked out. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I’m a bit torn on this question. Had the year proceeded normally, then I would say it would be an academically enriching semester. As the situation during that semester with the strike was anything but normal, the academic curriculum was thrown into jeopardy. Nonetheless, I learned a great deal about French culture and about myself, my limits, and now see it as one of the greatest experiences I ever had as it put me in a situation one would never encounter here in the U.S. So it depends on one’s priorities. If reading books and sitting in a classroom is your main priority, then Poitiers can be an excellent place to study abroad. There is, however, always the risk of a strike (almost every year), so one would have to be prepared for the possible consequences of studying there is significantly less support in Poitiers. Or, you could see it as independence.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

The advantages of going to Poitiers are significant. It is easier to meet French people and practice one’s French in Poitiers. At the same time, one does not feel obliged to hang out with Middlebury classmates the way one does in Paris.  There might be less support in Poitiers than in Paris, but at the same time the independence challenges you in ways that can benefit you later in life.  Plus, Poitiers gives you a glimpse of France that does not center on Paris and the Eiffel Tower. If you want to understand French culture, and not Parisian culture, one should go beyond the city of lights.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes. My situation was a bit particular as it was during an anti-globalization, anti-capitalist strike. I was confronted by misinformed students who watched too many Michael Moore movies and assumed that Americans are largely ignorant of what’s going on in their own country. But you will get this anywhere you go in Europe. 
As mentioned before there was the Marxist professor who let his politics get in the way of teaching. 

Another time I was at a concert and an Algerian man came up to me and said something derogatory about 9/11. A French man with whom I was speaking came to my defense and reminded him how France has commited its fair share of deplorable acts.  Soon the Algerian man backed down.

In the end, it was good to be confronted with the anti-Americanism because it forced me not only to know my facts about the US to defend it, but also made me understand how other people view the States (which one can already have a sense of before going abroad).  Ultimately it made me realize how my idealized vision of France was just that, a vision.  In their presenting critiques of America I also had to point out some weaknesses in the French system so that they do not get carried away in their gross anti-American stereotypes.  All in all, every country has its good and bad points. 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?
The departments in which I took courses all seemed strong: Anthropology, Sociology, Economics, and Translation
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Anthropologie de l’Espace
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 major paper

	Describe course content:

We studied the relationship of humans to nature. Taking particular examples of tribes, we analyzed their beliefs with regard to nature and the implications in their day-to-day activities and rituals. 
Evaluate course:
It was an intense course as it was License 3, the equivalent of a 400-500 level course.  At the same time I felt prepared for it as I have already taken Human Ecology, which is more or less along the same lines, though this course took the more classical Anthropological approach. It checked my assumptions about society vs. nature. In some cultures there is no such distinction between the two, highlighting how the “Western” idea of civilization meaning the destruction of nature does not always have to be the case. There was also some discussion. 


	2) Course title:

L’économie, L’environnement, and Le développement.  (It was three seperate classes linked under one title.)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentation, occaisional homework assignments, and two major papers. 

	Describe course content:

Each of the topics were taught by different professors. We looked at the “Economie des Entreprises” to get a sense of the principles behind the functioning of the economy. For “the Environment” part, the professor launched into Environmental Economics, and taught us about the different proposals to resolving the issue of development, the economy, and preserving the environment. As for “Development” the professor presented a history of industrialization in France and the sociological implications. 
Evaluate course:
My favorite of all the courses. I preferred the first two courses as I am not particularly history-oriented.  All of the professors were approachable and appreciated the international students in the course as they could provide a different perspective on the economy and the environment than French students. The material was also engaging, which reflected in the professor-encouraged class discussions. Usually there is little discussion in French classrooms. 


	3) Course title:

Written Translation
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework and exams
	Describe course content:

We translated excerpts from mostly from novels—French to English and vice-versa. 
Evaluate course:

An challenging, excellent way to brush up on one’s French (and English at times!).  I would definetly recommend students who can use a French grammar and vocabulary refresher (who can’t?) to take this class.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Julie Good was friendly and helpful.  
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend the pre-departure meeting. It was helpful to speak to students who have been there before to get a sense of what to do and what not to do despite some of the brochures. I cannot think of further necessary improvements in this regard. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    x  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




