STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_____Middlebury College___________________ Class ____2008__


Major(s)___Economics_______________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied   France



Host University   Sciences-Po Paris
City
Paris




US sponsor (if different from Host University)








Period of study abroad:  From September 2006       To June 2007
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I was already used to the French system from being raised in Senegal. So, adjusting to it was simple. Moreover, the academics at Sciences-Po (except the very frequent oral presentations) were very similar to Middlebury’s. Professors were very closely to students, and homework and readings are regularly assigned. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I had already lived in France before going abroad. So, I did not notice any chance in perceptions of the American culture. Having half of my family near-by, being in France just felt normal.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My public speaking (both in French and in English) skills have improved tremendously as I had to present my work in front of students almost all the time. 

As for my economics major, I was lucky to get acquainted with the more literal study of the subject, which I believe makes a combination with a deeply practical economics taught at Middlebury. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I figured I no longer wanted to do a master, at least for now, and that I would better off working for a few years in finance before directing myself to something else. Friends enrolled on the economics master did not seem to have covered topics that we don’t encounter here as economics majors. 

Also, the seeing French students base almost everything on an ultimate goal of getting a good job, I started to realize how important that was, which had hardly been the case before. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  Classes:

I mostly took economics and political sciences classes, subjects I was pretty competent in. Being already used to the French system, I experienced no major difficulties in terms of integration or keeping up with schoolwork. Actually, I studied a lot less than I ever did at Middlebury. 


b)  Housing:

Lived in a privately run student dorm with students from all over the world. I made a lot of good friends, and indeed loved the place.  

c)  Extra-curricular activities (please list):

I helped start a student organization at Sciences-po: Association Sciences-po for Africa. 

d) Other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Very active member of the ‘Africa Tandem’ student and young professionals’ organization, a Paris-based group that helps entrepreneurs implement their projects in Africa.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I am originally from Senegal, and hence a French native speaker. I mostly went abroad for the rigorous academic program Sciences-po prides itself of. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.
Sciences-po provided on time all the information I need to have the best possible year abroad. It was a fantastic experience indeed. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.
The Middlebury liaison and the contacts in France (the School in Paris) were all extremely helpful. Everything during my time in Paris well!
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

Why or why not?









  

Sciences-Po is often referred to as the most prestigious school in the Francophone world for a reason; I witness it’s a very good school. Smart students, dedicated and diverse faculty, good forums and conferences…
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Go for the whole year only if the academic program is rigorous enough. Many of my friends who attended other universities in Paris felt that they were wasting their money toward the end of the year abroad. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

French people are very friendly and open-minded despite all the misconception about the French society in general. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

Only a few interesting economics courses were available in French, the rest was taught in English (which we were not allowed to take.) The history and political science programs are extremely good. 
Also, French proficiency is crucial. Many non-native speakers understandably spent ‘their entire lives’ in the library.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:　 Economic Concepts Analysis
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):　
Upper　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 Papers, 1 oral presentation (without any notes), weekly multiple choice tests, one written mid-term and 1 final exam.

	Describe course content:
Studying in detail several economic concepts such as inflation, unemployment, economic globalization, market competitions... 
Evaluate course:
Was by far my hardest course abroad. It was a very useful, interesting and well taught course however.


	2) Course title:　 Understanding the Wine Market

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 long Paper, 2 oral presentations, 1 final exam, and a few outdoor projects and wine testing events. 
	Describe course content:

Studying in detail the business of wine, from the production of the drink to the marketing and distribution around the world. The course also focused on the social and cultural role of wine is France. 
Evaluate course:
Interesting and well taught course.



	3) Course title:　 
Economic History of Globalization & Development
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 long Paper, 2 oral presentations, 1 midterm, 1 final exam
	Describe course content:

Studying the history of economic growth and economic development throughout the world.

Evaluate course:

Interesting and well taught course. However, many of the readings were in English (though the course taught in French)


	4) Course title:

Rhetoric & Argumentation

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 long Paper,　several oral presentations and 2x2 debates, 1 midterm
	Describe course content:

Studying the skills of public speaking and argumentation.
Evaluate course:

Interesting and well taught course。


	5) Course title: History of Political Ideas

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 long Paper, 3 oral presentations, 1 midterm, 1 final exam, and a lot of homework
	Describe course content:

The history of political ideas from Plato and Aristotle to modern French politics. 
Evaluate course:

Interesting and well taught course


	6) Course title:
Business & Sustainable Development

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar　Level 
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 long Paper・Project, １ oral presentation, 1 final exam
	Describe course content:

The place of sustainable development in the business strategies of companies.  
Evaluate course:

Great course, even though the professor missed 3-4 classes as he travelled to conferences and so forth...


	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Their help was very much appreciated. I took part in most of their social and cultural events such as travelling to the South of France and so forth…
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

NO
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?       No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    No



