STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution___Middlebury________________________________ Class ______2008


Major(s)_____Independent Scholar – Linguistics 


 
Country in which you studied
France


Host University
Universite de Poitiers
City
Poitiers


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From: Jan
To: May
 Year 
2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The best part about being at Poitiers was that the environment felt much closer to the Middlebury environment than the stories I heard from friends in Paris.  I began to recognize French students in the cafeteria, and even had some classes with the same students.  It helped me feel much more comfortable in an already foreign environment.  There still were, of course, the large lecture classes that I don’t get at Middlebury, and while I didn’t really enjoy these classes, it was good to have a different learning experience.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The experience of course enhanced my understanding of the French culture. It allowed me to look deeper into the culture, and past simple, American stereotypes.  It also affected my views of American culture, and made me feel much more connected to America.  While abroad, one of the ways in which you identify yourself is as “American”.  You wear it proudly because, for once, it makes you different.  It gives you a unique view on what it means to be American.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I felt very independent while studying abroad, and it is the first time that I had this level of independence.  I had to cook for myself, find the bus stop by myself, go talk to a teacher about a class by myself. No one held my hand ever, and it felt very empowering.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

If anything, it just made me more sure that I don’t know what I want to do after I graduate, but that’s ok because the reason it made me feel this way is that it opened my eyes to many possibilities, and made me realized I didn’t want other things that I always thought I had wanted. It was a very enlightening experience.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

Most of my classes were fairly small, which greatly helped with integration. I also took a few classes with the same students, which helped because I recognized them and they recognized me. While I didn’t exactly make “French friends”, there were certainly people I recognized and could say Hi to in the hallway, which still made me feel much more integrated.


b)  housing:

I stayed in a host family, but was pretty disappointed with it. They treated me like a boarder on the third floor, as opposed to a real new part of their family, which did not help at all with integration. Had I had a more welcoming family, I think it would have been very successful, but the way that this family treated me was not conducive to integration.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Dance classes at a small local studio. The dancers were mostly high schoolers and already all knew each other, so I didn’t make too many friends there.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Great progress in comprehension and speaking skills. I’m also sure that my writing skills improved, although I did not write as much as I would have liked. My reading skills also most likely improved, but not as obviously as my listening and speaking skills.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I had been under the impression that we would have had more direct contact with the Middlebury office even once in Poitiers. In the end, it worked out ok, but I believe it should be stressed that not a single person from Middlebury lives in Poitiers with the students. The other information was more or less sufficient. The orientation could have been a little longer, or more could have been done in Poitiers. I felt a little as though I was just dropped in Poitiers, and told “Go!” That said, Viviana was great help and always there for me. She was a great asset to the program.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

David Paoli was not always helpful. He was a bit too controlling. Things always had to be done “his way”.  Viviana, on the other hand, was extremely helpful and I always knew I could count on her if I needed help, or even just had a quick question. She was also always friendly and happy and made you feel very comfortable, which is very important when studying in a foreign country.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The smaller feel of Poitiers made the whole experience much less intimidating. You felt, at school and in town, that you got to know the town and the people. I felt very comfortable in both the university and just walking around downtown. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

As always, just reach out and talk to anyone. I did not do this enough, but I found that the students who had the most success studying abroad and made the most friends were the ones who weren’t scared or intimidated, and could reach out to anyone. In Poitiers, just take advantage of the pedestrian streets. Walk around as much as possible. It’s the best part of Poitires. Also, take advantage of the market. I didn’t do that enough either.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Personally, no, I did not experience any discrimination. That’s another good thing about Poitiers – there’s a huge population of international students, and so the people at the university and even around town are used to it.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

I really liked the linguistics department. It was small so that I could get to know the teachers and some of the students. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Lexicology

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 written exams


	Describe course content:

The study of lexicology – the study of words. What is a word, how is a word formed, what is the definition of a word...

Evaluate course:
Interesting and very different from anything I’ve ever had. The teacher was not always the most organized, but seemed much better in this class (she also taught my Phonology course) because of the much smaller class size.



	2) Course title: Phonology

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 written exams


	Describe course content:

The study of sounds and the way that they are classified in specific languages.

Evaluate course:
Not a bad course, but could have been much better with a more organized teacher.



	3) Course title: History of the French Language

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 written exams
	Describe course content:

Beginning with Ancient French, we studied the course of the French language as it developed over the years.

Evaluate course:

Very difficult as a foreign student, because it was harder for me to decipher the sentences in Ancient French. However, the teacher was understanding in the end and willing to help me.



	4) Course title: Interpretation of Language Learning Erros

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Masters Level

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 presentation; 1 written exam
	Describe course content:

We studied the teaching of a foreign language and the errors that students make when learning a new language.

Evaluate course:

A much higher level class, but it made for many more discussions and the students were much more willing to interact with me. Also interesting because I was clearly learning French, so sometimes we would be studying errors and it would take me a second to realize that it was an error at all. But overall, a very interesting class.



	5) Course title: Translation/Interpretation

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Translation – written assignments

Interpretation – oral presetnations
	Describe course content:

Translating and Interpreting from French to English and English to French.

Evaluate course:

Great classes! Helped me with my French vocab and also understanding of the language



	6) Course title: History of Cinema

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro/lecture

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 written exam
	Describe course content:

The history of film in the mid to late 20th century

Evaluate course:

Not a bad course, but just a large lecture class, so not all that interesting. Also, the teacher didn’t go in depth as far as I would have liked him to.



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I was very disappointed with the Office of Off-Campus Study. They did not always seem to be able to answer my questions, and when I finally arrived in France (and also in Russia, where I spent my first semester) I found the staff there much more able and willing to answer questions. I was frustrated because I wish we could have just been talking to the people abroad all the time, as they seemed to know much more about the programs than the OCS.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend the pre-departure meetings, but did not find them very useful. Any information given in these meetings was not actually helpful in the logistics of going abroad. I felt that they could have maybe been helpful if I had still been decided whether to go abroad, and where to go abroad, but they were not helpful in actually telling me what needed to be done.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




