STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution: Middlebury College Class 2008.5

Major(s) ___French



 
Country in which you studied
France








Host University
Bordeaux 3


City
Bordeaux                    Sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From: January 2007    to May 2007
 Year 2007





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

It was definitely a challenge studying in a different country.  It was particularly difficult being in the large lecture halls with 250 students and a professor speaking into a microphone.  The smaller classes were easier to adapt to, because they more closely resembled a Middlebury classroom.  Even in the smaller classes, however, the French professors do not encourage student participation.  I found that I was more just a number in a room than an individual with a perspective and opinion to offer in the French educational system.    I benefited from this learning environment because it forced me out of my comfort zone, and encouraged me to interact with other students at the university.  When things weren’t clear, I talked to students, which helped me better understand the system as well as meet new people.  I also believe that my French comprehension improved from listening to lectures, even though I struggled throughout the semester to understand the Professor’s lectures.  
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad gave me a greater appreciation for the higher educational system in America.  Our system values each individual in the classroom and challenges one to question and defend his/her beliefs.  I saw, however, that the French are way more specialized in their academic interests.  It made me realize how different the model of an American liberal arts college is from European universities.  Being abroad allowed me to see America in a different light—it gave me an opportunity to see the U.S. from an outsider’s point of view.     
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I definitely grew as a person while studying abroad.  I was the first student to study in Bordeaux, and was the only Middlebury student in Bordeaux that spring.  I was thus forced to be proactive in meeting people, learning my way around the city, and understanding the university system.  It was a challenge being on my own, but I learned so much and benefited hugely from having this experience.  I am a very positive and proactive person, which helped me make the most out of my experience.  I took the initiative to rent a bike, find an apartment, and make plans with people who I didn’t know well.  I also took advantage of travel and explored the region in which I lived.  Keeping perspective and embracing the French culture helped me have a positive experience.  
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

After living in France for a semester, I have considered going back to teach for a year in France.  I am a French major, and would love to spend more time immersed in the French culture.  One of my main goals while studying abroad was to improve my conversational French, which I would say I definitely achieved.  Since being abroad I became more interested in visiting francophone countries, where I could communicate with the people, but be in a less western environment.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

I took literature classes and one history class that was required for my French major.  I never felt very much a part of the university because the university is situated 30 minutes outside of the city.  Most students only come to the campus for class, and then disperse.  This made it difficult to integrate with the students.  Also, because the French classes do not foster discussion, it is difficult to interact with the students.  I felt like a fish out of water in the French classes.

b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with a Columbian girl, and Cuban guy, and a French girl.  It was a great living situation because I had my own space, but was also surrounded by other people.  the location of our place was ideal in that I could walk to the centre ville in 10 minutes, bike to the university in 35 minutes, and run to parc bordelais directly from my front door.  It was also ideal because the common language among the four of us in the house was French, so I was forced to speak French at home.  
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

yoga, running, biking, travel
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


French






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My French improved tremendously.  In particular, my speaking, and comprehension was improved from being immersed in a French city.  My writing probably improved the least, because it was what I practiced the least.  My reading improved because I made the effort to read the newspaper and from my literature classes.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I felt supported.  My situation was unique in that I was the only student in Bordeaux.  I felt adequately prepared by Middlebury, but feel like there is no way to prepare a student for the university system in France.  It is inevitable that an American student will struggle with their format of instruction.  I could have been given more information on housing once I arrived—I had an unfortunate housing situation that was arranged by Middlebury, until I found different housing in the apartment I ended up in 2 weeks after my arrival.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, he was competent and helpful in choosing my classes, but not the easiest person to negotiate with when things didn’t go well (ie. Housing).  He was definitely concerned with my well-being, but sometimes I felt like I was being too monitored.   
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

For students wishing to study in France, I would recommend Bordeaux because it is a good alternative to Paris and Poitiers.  One is forced to speak French in Bordeaux, as opposed to Paris where so many people speak English, and it is more of a city than Poitiers.  I am not an advocate of the University, but I don’t think there is an option better, so I would just tell students to make it through and make the most of it.   
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Be proactive.  Also, know that the first 3 weeks are difficult, but that is normal.  Make the most of where you are, and embrace the culture—your time will go by fast.  Get a bike, it is a great way to see the city and be outside.  Live in an apartment in town—do not live near campus.  Take advantage of travel.  Try and avoid spending too much time with Middlebury students—the point of being abroad is to interact with people from different cultures 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did not experience discrimination, but know it is an issue in France.  I would just tell people to keep your values and express your perspectives openly regarding discrimination issues…raise awareness.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Not particularly.  History courses are extremely challenging since French students specialize at such an early age.  Literature courses encourage you to read.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: « litterature et les camps »
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers
Oral presentation


	Describe course content: exploring peoples’ experiences in the camps during WWII. 
Literature 
Primo Levy
Evaluate course:
An interesting course.


	2) Course title: Histoire moderne 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation
papers


	Describe course content:

France history 
Evaluate course:
Difficult, but interesting.


	3) Course title: « oeuvres, textes, et contextes”
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mid-level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exam
	Describe course content:

Poems, plays, literature from the 17th, 18th, 19th centuries.
Evaluate course:



	4) Course title: traduction 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mid-level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exams, homework
	Describe course content:

Translating from English to French, and French to English.  
Evaluate course:

A good skill to learn—helped my French.  Challenging.  


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Julie Goode was extremely helpful.  
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  The most helpful tool is talking to other students who studied where you plan to go.  
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




