STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.


 Home institution____Middlebury College__________________ Class _2009


Major(s)____International Studies with a language specialization in French and a discipline in History____



 
Country in which you studied
France







Host University
La Sorbonne


City
Paris




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From September 2007
To June 2008
 Year 

Junior Year, 2007-2008




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The French academic system is notably different from the education system in the United States. The lecture and discussion sections were much larger then what I was used to and the discussion sections were generally another form of lecture anyway. The French professors are not very open with students and expect the students to fend for themselves, and while this is a very efficient way of sizing up students capabilities, it can allow for a lot of confusion/problems during one of the two grades for the classes. It was a bit of a culture shock when I realized that a lot of the professors were almost offended when a student would approach them with a question or a desire to meet them after class during their form of office hours. Also the way that the professors expected you to work, whether it was in the form of note taking, writing a pop quiz with special paper, or the very exact format of a typical historical paper, it was a shock coming from such a relaxed liberal arts system in the USA. I benefited from this form of an education as it allowed me to work very independently, however their form of assignments/syllabus was very inefficient. They assign about hundred books and expect you to pick whichever one you want and hopefully it will apply to whatever final essay question they assign. It a way it’s a bit of luck of the draw. As far as their expectations for work/ note taking and test taking, I do not feel like a benefited from this, solely because I felt that their essay system was redundant and unimaginative and their expectations on the way I take my notes completely unnecessary. The libraries were a large part of my ‘outside the classroom’ education experience and they were quite confusing to figure out as every section of Paris has its own library and only a select few have to books you want and even then they may not let you see them without a specialized form of registration. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

 It influenced my understanding of France as it showed me how structured their education system for younger children is and how the older students do not venture away from what they have always been taught. I was amused to think about when I was younger and how my lower school teachers made me write in cursive and use white out if necessary and how as I got older I created my own handwriting, and how the typical French student writes excalty the same way as every other student as it is mandatory to only use one format. I found it amazing that my teacher cared about the fact that my popquiz was not on a special paper, with whited out for mistakes, exact margins, my name in a specially marked place etc. It felt as if the format of the quiz was more important then the actual content on which I was being graded. I enjoyed the independence the French universitys gave to their students and throught it I was able to understand the way in which French young adults are very independent and mature, yet at the same time I learnt that this same independence prohibited a lot them from venturing out of their comfort zone and trying out new activities, ideas, or making new friends out of their high school circles. It was through this that I saw how spoiled American students are in schools such as Middlebury College which offer a cushion to the outside world. But I learned that I really appreciate the liberal arts education system in the United States, how it pushes its students for their own creative ideas.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I became a lot more independent with my life away from fellow students. While I made French friends, I was alone a lot of the time and that was something very new to me. I come from a family that is very involved in day to day activities, I went to a boarding school where, like Middlebury College, you are surrounded by your fellow classmates, friends and so being alone was at first very disconcerting and very uncomfortable but by the end of the year I was really enjoying the fact that I was independent and confident to do everything by myself most of the time. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

 I really enjoyed the traveling and international aspect of my year abroad. I know that when I graduate I want to go back abroad. I enjoyed getting to know the French cultre and learning about its history. I am going into my senior year with excitement to continue exploring what I want to do when I graduate. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

I had trouble integrating into my classes in the French university program as it was very different from the class system that I was used to. Not that I am unable to adapt but the French system does not have a lot of wiggle room for misunderstanding. I did get used to it and what helped is finding a French student in the class willing to help you and explain things to you after class. However French students are difficult to talk to as they don’t really have much enthusiasm for breaking out of their friend groups.

b)  housing:

I was living with my family so I had no trouble integrating myself into my housing situation.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took a yoga class and scuba diving class in the two different semesters, both of which I really enjoyed. I didn’t meet up with people I met outside of the classes but it was a really nice way to speak French and learn something new outside of the classroom. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I did not do an internship or an independent project, my extra curricular activities replaced these, plus I wanted to make the most of the university classes and an internship would have taken one of these away. I also learned that Middlebury College is very difficult about giving credit to internships and I did not want to risk not receiving credit for one of my classes.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?



French





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension and spoken French improved dramatically. My improvement in reading and writing was a lot slower but there was obvious progress by the end of the year. I feel more comfortable in my written French, but it will never be something I do with ease. My difficulty with grammar made me very nervous with the university and the papers that I had to hand in.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The Middlebury College school abroad does a fantastic job of helping find ways to entertain, integrate, take care of and help new American students in France. They help you with almost anything that you can think of, whether it be trying to find an extra curricular activity, trouble with finding a professor, or extra classes for trouble with grammar. Unfortunately, during my first semester, Paris went through many strikes, many of which happened at my university, which meant that I ended up missing 8 weeks of my classes. While the 8 weeks was particular to me, most people only missed 2 or 3 weeks as my part of the university was a lot more extreme then other parts of the university, I felt that the Middlebury center was a bit slow on pulling the students out and put into catch up classes provided at the Middlebury center. I realize that it was very confusing trying to coordinate with the La Sorbonne and find out what the expected outcome would be, but it meant that I basically had to redo my entire semester in a month; midterms, papers and finals which was confusing, rushed and I felt that it significantly affected my semester grade. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The Resident Director was very competent and helpful, although as I said above, I felt that their response to the strikes was very slow. However he was very approachable and always wanted to know how things were working out and whether or not he could help.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

La Sorbonne is a great university with very interesting classes and if you are going to France to learn French it is the best way to integrate yourself into the culture and surround yourself with people the same age with the same goals. However, if you are relient on the American system where the professors are very open and helpful with their students the French system is a bit of a slap of independence in both a positive and negative sense.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Do it! It will teach you not only about the language and culture, but it will teach you about yourself. You will learn new boundaries within yourself, new strengths and limitations and it will alter how you see the world as it shows you life from a perspective that you would not find in America. While you are more independent then you will be at Middlebury College in America, there is still a small safety net around you and I recommend taking the scary step of exploring an unknown country where there is a hand ready and willing to help should you need it. It will open a door to a place that you never new you would feel at home in. However, what really really helped me is finding a student who went abroad to the country of your choice the year before you and asking them what they recommend as places to go/avoid, classes to take, what they liked etc. because that’s what really helped me and showed me just how fun Paris could be.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

There is always a stereo-type about any culture, and the American typecast is not always as positive as other countries. I am blond and almost every time I went out I was generally assumed to be an easy American ditz. “Ditz” because I am blond, and “easy” because I am “American”, I realized that this is because a lot of tourists come to France or other countries and because they are out of their normal zone they let go of their inhibitions (sexual or otherwise) a lot easier then at home. Also the French students typically hold all American college movies as a standard for what all Americans are. My advice is to ignore it and don’t play into the stereo-type, because once you make friends they will obviously see through it.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
The strengths of the program are the fact that they are willing to do almost anything to make your study abroad experience in France a positive one, so take advantage of asking for their help, advice and exploring the possibilities that they offer you. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Photography & Avant-Garde
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 3rd level class, an upper level lecture/discussion.
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One paper and a final exam

	Describe course content:

The lecture part of the course focused on photography and surrealism while the discussion section was comprised of a series of lectures and class presentations (optional; you either wrote a paper or gave a class presentation) on different photography movements and important photographers during them.
Evaluate course: It was a very interesting class, however I had never studied surrealism before the class and felt completely overwhelmed as the concepts behind the movement in general were lost to me. 


	2) Course title: Advanced French
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): A 400 level class in the Middlebury College Paris Center.
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 2 papers, 2 exams, and daily class assignments and readings.

	Describe course content: This was a class designed for integration into the French university system and also a French grammar/ literature class. We were meant to have a language partner and an extra curricular activity. It was also an intensive course on how to write in the French style.
Evaluate course: This was a very American styled French class with daily homework assignments and a small discussion based class. It was very helpful to practice and learn what the French system would expect with written assignments. However as I took this class second semester, the fact that I needed to do the language partner part of it was a little frustrating as I had done this first semester.


	3) Course title: 18th Century Art and Society
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 3rd level class, an upper level lecture/discussion.
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 2 quizes and a final exam.

	Describe course content: 
We covered art and society during the 18th century in france. The upheavals in court and the influence that different movements had within the major Art Academy.
Evaluate course: I enjoyed the class and the content. It felt a bit like an upperlevel intro course. We covered a LOT of art and a lot of different literature and artists during the century, so I felt rushed through the content. The professors and discussions coincided nicely together.


	4) Course title: France 1789-1945:Revolution to Resistance
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper level 300 level history class
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Oral presentation, 2 Papers and a final exam. Daily readings and out of class lectures.

	Describe course content: This was a broad class that covered about 2 and a half centuries worth of history. We started with the French Revolution and covered up until the Resistance in the Second World War. We also covered all other significant power movemenets in france between these two major points and the different political parties that emerged and their significant roles.
Evaluate course: I loved the material for the class, however I did not enjoy the fact that the class was 3 hours long and that it was given in a very quick lecture. It was a broad subject and I felt that we didn’t spend enough time on any one subject. 


	5) Course title: 17 & 18C French History
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Half credit course, Upper level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): One final exam

	Describe course content: The class covered the enlightenment movement, its economic, literature and political aspects.
Evaluate course: It was a broad class, it covered 3 major subjects on a large subject: the Enlightenment Movement. The professor’s lectures covered small outlines that only briefly touched on certain readings. It was interesting; however I recommend that any student who wishes to take this class to have some prior knowledge in the movement, especially for the economics part, as it was highly pertinent. 


	6) Course title: Language & Society
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 300 upper level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 3 papers, 2 exams Oral exam. Daily Homework

	Describe course content: The classes objective was to study the theories and practices of the French language and the way that it is applied to different sociolinguistic studies. To understand the theory we studied the history of the language, its institutions and diffusions.
Evaluate course: I enjoyed the class. I thought the Professor was a lot of fun and the grammar and paper aspect of the class helped situate students in the routine of writing in the correct French format.


	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

While I was abroad I did not have any contact with the Middlebury College Office of Off Campus Study, all my questions and concerns were dealt with in Paris with the office at the Middlebury Center.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I vaguely remember attending one in the beginning of the year and the meeting at the end of the year had a conflict with my schedule. I went and met with someone at the Office personally and was given the handouts, but it was less of a meeting and more a quick exchange of necessary forms I needed to complete. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




