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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name   
Class 99
Major(s) French and English

Country in which you studied France



Host University Middlebury College in Paris, l’Universite de Nanterre
City Paris


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Sept
To May
 Year 
1997-1998


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I reached a greater understanding of this element of French culture. The academic environment in France allowed me more time to explore the culture in other ways, as class and homework time did not match that in the United States.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Until you live abroad, you can not understand a foreign culture in tangible terms. Real life experience will always be different from what you read in books or see in the movies. My perceptions of American culture changed dramatically as well, if only from seeing my country from an angle not previously available to me.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad forced me to grow up faster than I would have had I stayed in Middlebury, VT. I needed far more independence, stamina, and organizational skills to function in Paris. I also expanded my understanding of Europe and the world tenfold by immersing myself in their way of life.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad fueled the fire of my wanderlust, and opened up new fields of interest to me. I have since pursued a career that incorporates foreign cultures and languages.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The classes at Nanterre served as more of an observation point than an opportunity to immerse. Middlebury’s classes were of a higher caliber and served my education about this country and culture.


b)  housing:

I stayed at a foyer, which allowed me to observe many different individuals throughout the course of the year. I was able to meet many girls close to my age; however as they were there to study for the Grands Examens they had little to no time (or interest) to spend time with their peers.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a soccer team in Paris – that was helpful but not really representative of French women. My internship at a French school helped enormously, as well as my time researching my independent project. I learned more about French culture in this capacity than through school.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I babysat for a French family – this was also an insight into French culture.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
French







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made immense progress throughout the year, in oral and written French. Being surrounded by Americans in school did not help anyone learn the language, however, and I think students should be given the option to study in areas where there are less Americans.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Overall I felt the program did a fine job in helping the students to adjust to life in Paris. At the time I remember areas where I was frustrated with the lack of support from Middlebury – in developing an independent project and in other areas of life.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Monsieur Gabrielli also did a fine job, although again I felt there were areas that could have used improvement. He was not always readily available or willing to work with the students with their requests.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

It depends on the student and their objectives. Again, if their main objective is to learn the language, they would be better off in an area where they’re not surrounded by fellow American students. If they want to learn some French and live in Paris this is the program for them. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would strongly advise any student to travel abroad, as I think it is an integral part of any education and they’ll likely learn more abroad than in the remainder of their college years. This program is fantastic for an urban, financially “fortunate” crowd. I would advise students to live with a family or in an apartment, as the foyer did not give us many opportunities to really get to know our French peers. with a family or in an apartment, as the foyer did not  area where they'vement. ould be given th
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes, there is a strong anti-American sentiment in France, as you can imagine. This was at times difficult to encounter. My advice is to be prepared in advance for your country to be criticized severely, and try to find a way to let it slide off your back before encountering it.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The history and architecture courses at Reid Hall were fabulous.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Prelim Oral and Civilization
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: Pronunciation and knowledge about the culture itself.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams, oral tests, homework.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great course, required of all students. Very helpful.



	2) Prelim Writing
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: Grammar and writing. Required of all students.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams, homework, group projects.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great course. Very helpful in developing language and in learning colloquial language as well as formal French.



	3) 19 and 20 Cent France
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: As described by title. An overview.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams, homework.

Evaluate course, please comment: Prof Guttman was fabulous- -he made the class. Inspiring and very informative.



	4) Intr Art 19-20 Cent
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: Nanterre class about 19-20 cent art – an overview.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams, little homework.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Mediocre class.



	5) Architecture and Urban Life 19-20 Cent
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content: Overview of architecture for 19-20 centuries.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Guided tours of the city, reading, papers, exams.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Fabulous course and professor. Exciting and informative.



	6) Belgian Literature
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Overview of Belgian lit

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, exams

Evaluate course, please comment:

Mediocre.



	Advanced Composition
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Advanced grammar/writing 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers, homework, exams.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great course – very helpful (also required).



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They did a fine job.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. I found the meeting and handouts useful.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   NO FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     NO FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




