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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name               
Class    2001
Major(s)      International Studies


Country in which you studied      France



Host University    Middlebury College

City      Paris


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From    September 
To       May
 Year       1999-2000



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

The simple challenge of being in a different educational environment was great. The adjustment did not take too long, given Middlebury’s ‘intro’ classes during the first month, in which we were given the tools that we would later use in written assignments for courses. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying in Paris for an academic year gave me a profound understanding of French culture as well as a great appreciation for it. This understanding did, in turn, allow me to see the French perception of America in a new light as well. I did not always agree with the overall opinion, and still do not all of the time, but it was great to get into the culture and see where those opinions come from.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Independence – The university system holds your hand far less than the American college/university and it is important to be able to function on your own and make your own decisions. I also lived in a studio by myself, so it was crucial to be independent on that level as well.  The year that I spent in Paris made me even more independent than I was before going, and contributed greatly to my overall feelings of self-assuredness and confidence, as well as to my comfort level with most things. 

I think that an ability to roll with the punches is very helpful in studying and living abroad. Many new things are thrown at you throughout the year and inevitably issues arise. It is important to be able to look beyond the challenges and move on. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I achieved my goal of being fluent in French and think that it will play a part in my future career.  Having achieved fluency in French, I have now started studying Spanish in attempts to get to the same level in that language. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes at the University of Paris have been notoriously difficult for integration in terms of meeting French students. Students arrive at class time or after and often leave right as class gets out. There is seldom a meeting place for students in the image of the ‘student union’ or a campus in the typical American college or University. I was not successful in meeting students in this environment. 


b)  housing:

I chose to live in a studio by myself, which worked well for me because it provoked me to go out and see the city because the quarters were fairly close. The drawback of this situation is that you do not have the host-family route from which to make connections, but I would most likely live in a studio again if I were to revisit the decision. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I worked with a few other Middlebury students and some French students to come up with ‘rencontres francophones’ in which American students were able to meet, talk to and get to know French students. I took part in this because I did not meet many French students elsewhere and found some native friends through this experience. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I was able to find an internship through Middlebury following my academic year, which allowed me to greatly increase my fluency in the language and meet new people while in Paris

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

French




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I became fluent across the board. There are of course always new components of the language to learn and there is a great amount to learn still, but for the most part the feedback that I received was that I had very little accent and very few faults in my written or spoken grammar.  I attribute a lot of it to Middlebury and having worked as an intern in France after my academic year, speaking and writing every day in both French and English.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Middlebury was great on every level in delineating all aspects of the program and aiding us in the essentials upon arrival.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Nancy O’Connor was our director from 1999-2000. She was great, pure and simple. She was capable, well-informed and always concerned about our progress and what were doing at any given time.  I think that the programs could have lost something in going to a full-time director who is always in Paris rather than a rotating director-ship, but I suppose there may have been much to gain from making the switch. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Having volunteered with OCS upon my return from France, my recommendation was always, across the board, to spend time studying abroad. Even if there is not a foreign language component, it is an experience that is unparalleled and that can in no way be equaled in one’s home country. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

None. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The advanced writing course.  Mme. Valero, who may or may not still be working with the Middlebury Program, played a huge part in getting both my written and oral French to the levels that they were at. 

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	2)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	3)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	4)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not have much interaction with them, as most things went smoothly. I think that in itself is a testament to the work that the office does. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. I think they were very helpful and it is always good to have students who have recently returned speak at the meetings. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




