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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name:   
Class: 2002
Major(s):  German 


Country in which you studied: Germany



Host University:    Johannes Gutenberg University

City:  Mainz, Germany


US sponsor (if different from host university):  Middlebury College, VT


Period of study abroad:  From:  February
To:  August 
 Year:  2001 


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The academic environment in Germany was definitely very different and somewhat challenging because it required the student to be very disciplined in getting the assigned homework completed. There were no daily homework or reading assignments, but at the end of the semester, there were either exams or long essays called Hausarbeit or sometimes both, that were required to be completed. And it required self-discipline on the part of the student to be properly prepared and ready for daily class discussions and eventually final exams or essays. So basically, I learned to pace myself and to focus on doing the term readings so that I was prepared in class to fully participate and also eventually prepared enough so that I could do well on my final exams and turn in remarkable essays. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I have a profound respect for perspectives of non-Americans especially of those who might have contrary opinions about Americans and I was able to interact with them and help diffuse some of the many stereotypes that Germans have about American students. I would however say that for the most part that most Americans are oblivious as to what is happening outside of America, while Europeans are very current with events happening in Europe as wells as the rest of the World. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

My strong character and discipline in controlling my finance and being myself even while in the midst of extreme abuse of alcohol and other elicit paraphernalia. I never once compromised my character or myself. Another thing that I learned about myself was my ability to budget my money and stretch it out so that the whole time I was in Germany, I was able to have enough money to do everything that I needed to do. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It allowed me to reaffirm my career and academic goals and also allowed me to inject into my future career goals somewhat of an international aspect and aspire to combine into my future goals travel and continuous study abroad, because learning in a never-ending process and I would like to return back to Europe and if possible work in Europe for a while. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took 2 history courses, a philosophy class and a grammar class and I loved it. Class structure was identical to that which I was used to Middlebury and I loved it. The history course were big lectures with discussion sessions, while the grammar and philosophy classes were small and were very intimate.


b)  housing:

Housing was different, I lived in a mini-apartment on campus and for feeding I had to provide for myself even though they had a couple of cafeteria on campus. I liked was the independence that the housing style allowed for the students. And I enjoyed it. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Main extracurricular that I participated in was intramural soccer and basketball on the campus, other than that, we were pretty much preoccupied with programs and activities that our Middlebury Contact Professor had arranged for us, the many trips all over Germany touring relevant sites to our education and museums. 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

The only other things I did was travel throughout Germany and some parts of Europe to see and understand how interconnected Europe was and how cultures and languages seemed to mesh. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I noticed remarkable improvements in all aspects of the language but above all my comprehension was overwhelming, I realized that I was more prepared than I had led myself to believe prior to my arrival in Germany especially following the summer school. It was a great feeling.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

It was alright, being that I am now doing this evaluation some 3 years since my return, I cant really remember being disappointed about my preparation and orientation, I was so excited to be there that I could not really be critical about anything. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well being and success?  Please comment.

Yes she was very approachable and definitely effective. She seemed genuinely caring and her door was always open if we had any problems which we really didn’t have much of. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, and I did. In fact a number of students were very enthused about their trip to Mainz after I had given them the exciting tales of my stay in Germany and even I was able to introduce them to some of the friends that I had made while staying in Germany. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Keep an open mind and also carry yourself in a respective manner always. Also be very cautious and don’t do things that you wont and don’t do in the United States. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Being that I was an African American in Germany given its very exhaustive and colorful history, I knew to be careful. But if there were any forms of discrimination, I tried to not to pay attention to it, and that’s is why today I cant even remember it. But one thing that I do remember was sexism that was displayed in our Grammar class, and how all the guys appeared to be graded more severely than the females and I remember we, the guys complained about it to our resident director, but I am not sure that anything came out of it. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The German history course were very good because it gave you a look at German History from the perspectives of the Germans especially history courses pertaining to the two world wars, its causes and Germany’s participation in it. I loved those courses. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) History of World War I
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Seminar
Comment on course content: It covered early German history up until the end of World War One. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We had no daily assignments, but we had reading schedule that prepared us for the daily lectures and at the end of the semester, we were required to write a 13-page essay. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

The course was very interesting and I would recommend it to any one doing a semester abroad in Germany.

	2) History of World War II
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Seminar
Comment on course content: It picked up from the end of the first world war and continued into the end of the second world war. 
Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We had no daily assignments, but we had reading schedule that prepared us for the daily lectures and at the end of the semester, we were required to write a 13-page essay.
Evaluate course, please comment:

The course was very interesting and I would recommend it to any one doing a semester abroad in Germany.

	3) Alternative Medicine
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Upper
Comment on course content: It was a small upper-level class in which we discussed alternative medicine and also traced the history of the practice of alternative medicine.
Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We had daily reading assignments and some homework in which we had to do research, but also at the end of the semester we were given a choice between and exam or an essay and we choose essays. 
Evaluate course, please comment:

Yet again, I must say that I was looking to do something different and this class provided that for me. 

	4) German Grammar
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Upper
Comment on course content: It was an intensive extensive re-evaluation of our grammar and it attempted to correct commonly made mistakes and also strengthen our reading abilities. 

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

We had daily assignments, short paper assignments and exams on a regular basis. 

Evaluate course, please comment:

I hated this class, the idea and the content were fine by me and would have worked to enrich our use of the German language but our teacher was bad. Every one of us, Midd Students noticed that it appeared she had an anti-American bias and also seemed to favor the girls and grade the guys a little more harshly. It was bad. It is a required course but I think the teacher should be changed. It makes no sense teaching American students if you have a bias towards them. 

	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I don’t remember my interactions with the Off-Campus office now, but I remember them being very helpful and informative and they helped me get all my paperwork in order in time before the deadlines and I was and am very grateful for the staff. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I remember that I tried to attend all events and activities pertaining to the semester abroad programs and they were all very useful because I got to hear from returning students about the dos and do-not in the overseas countries and also had to ask them questions about different things that I was curious about. 

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     
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Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




