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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name __________________________ Home institution Middlebury College______________ Class  2003__
Major(s) International Politics and Economics / German Double _______________________________________    
Country in which you studied Germany



Host University Johannes-Gutenberg Universität

City Mainz


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Fall, 2001
To Summer, 2002
 Year 
2001-2002
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Middlebury provided an excellent basis for study abroad with introductory courses designed for undergraduates. I research and organizational skills from my earliest classes that seemed absent from courses in Germany.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Given the experiences of previous exchange students, native German professors, summer school immersion and culturally focused language learning, I didn’t find any huge surprises in Germany.  I think that study abroad helped most in giving me a look at the European perspective of Americans and American culture, especially concerning the continent-wide response after 9/11. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad fostered a sense of self-reliance that a previous oversease homestay and life at Middlebury could not replicate.  While aware of the support network in country, I nonetheless felt much more independent and empowered.  A sense of humor helped a lot as well as the willingness to listen and observe the people and surroundings. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Study abroad in Germany opened up the country, and more broadly Europe, as a new avenue for future employment.  I enjoyed learning German, but my junior year abroad there has not significantly altered my still vague academic and career plans.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Good.  Although there was generally less discussion in the larger, German classes, group projects and in-class assignments made it fairly easy to dive in and participate.


b)  housing:

Very good.  Attending the house’s social activities (BBQ, picnics, etc.) made it possible to meet a large number of the students in a given dorm.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

So-so.  The club activities certainly existed (I participated in Aikido), but the groups were often tightly knit from previous acquaintences.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? German






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Reading progress was very good.  The amount of reading material required for classes and everyday life encouraged good comprehension.  Writing improved as a result of homework assignments, mainly for the required language learning seminar.  Speaking and listening improved as a matter of course, although putting oneself in a position to talk to native speakers required effort

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Information was top-notch.  Although certain aspects of class scheduling were not completely explained by the literature, the director of the Middlebury School in Mainz walked us through everything with every detail we could possibly use.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The director was amazing; always approachable, helpful, and concerned about our lives and study abroad experiences. Heike did a fabulous job.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would certainly recommend the program in Mainz.  Having seen both Mainz and Berlin, I think that the size, proximity to Frankfurt, and charm of Mainz gives it tremendous advantages over the more metropolis scene.  The university offers a very nice variety of classes in an unrestricted environment.  Can’t recommend it highly enough.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I could only advise very careful schedule planning.  The open-ended nature of the lectures and seminars gives one the impression that the semester has far more time than exists.  Plan ahead and prepare.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Mainz and especially Berlin are very metropolitan in that sizable non-German populations live, work, and study together with the ethnic majority.  Discrimination and intolerance were no more problematic abroad than at Middlebury.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The opportunity to explore classes not offered by a small liberal arts college was excellent.  No one department seemed particularly weak, although my own experience only exposed me to a handful of instructors and classes.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Phonetik

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mandatory for Middlebury students

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Handouts, short essays, quizzes and tests


	Describe course content:

Interactive classroom discussions, grammar heavy by choice, cultural asides plentiful, reading material interesting and often topical.

Evaluate course:
Excellent.  Coursework was focused on areas that we requested and subsequently helped us shore up our weakest skills.



	2) Course title:

The German Political System

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final paper and group presentation


	Describe course content:

Lecture based with assigned reading material and group presentations on a variety of topics.

Evaluate course:
Very good for those interested in political science.  Learning about a parliamentary system with an ever-present example (i.e. the BRD) is useful for examing the US’s presidential system.  In addition, most of the political discourse in magazines and television requires at least some knowledge of the political system.



	3) Course title:

Fiscal Federalism

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar-based upper level class

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
In class presentation and final paper
	Describe course content:

Began with a discussion of current works relating political power arrangements to the use of public funds.  Essentially a poltiical science course with strong ties to political economics. Initially lectured based, moving on to discussions of texts and presentations.

Evaluate course:

Excellent, specific content.  The dynamic was a bit slow with such a small group (6-7), but the material was far more in depth than most political science survey courses.



	4) Course title:

Air War Over Germany - WWII

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One final exam

	Describe course content:
The course was entertaining, informative, but a bit too esoteric. The lessons were lecture based, although the professor included a fair amount of anecdotal side information. A chronological treatment of the aerial conflict between Germany and the Allies following the Battle of Britain.
Evaluate course:

The easiest class in my four years at Middlebury/JoGu Uni bar none. The final exam was borderline fill-in-the-blanks and based solely on lecture notes.  The professors experiences and stories were absolutely fascinating, but a rigorous treatment of WWII’s European air theater this class was not.



	5) Course title:

Introductory Ethics

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Presentation, paper

	Describe course content:

Based on the work Ethics by J.L. Mackie, the course did make a sizable dent in the history of philosophy and the development of moral right and wrong.
Evaluate course:

Not having taken a philosophy course prior to this one, I found the book and class discussion fairly approachable.



	6) Course title:

Islam in World Politics

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Mid-level course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentation, final paper.
	Describe course content:

Included an overview of the history of Islam with some outside texts.  Individual topics were parceled out and covered, roughly chronologically, the role of Islam in politics.  Special emphasis on recent events (i.e. 9/11, Israel/Palestine conflict, Kosovo)
Evaluate course:

Very good course for poli-sci majors as well as others.  Discussion often historically inclined w/out extensive use of political science frameworks.
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Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Always friendly, willing to listen, answer questions and offer advice.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I honestly do not recall the specific content of the pre-departure meetings.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   √ No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     √ Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




