	For Office Use Only

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
DM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
LR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ML

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
ST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
JG


Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name    
Class   04
Major(s) European Studies

Country in which you studied            Germany



Host University  Freie Universität

City   Berlin


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  September
To   January
 Year 
2002 –2003   
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

The education system in Europe, as different as it is from the American education system, is quite similar to the education system in my home country. The workload does not seem as much as it is here, because there is not as much homework or as many exams and papers, attendance is never taken, etc. However, this actually means that students have to take on a lot more responsibility and actually find out what their responsibilities are and how they ought to fulfill them. This also enables diversity in the learning process, because everybody can choose their own ways of learning; they are not always subject to the same kind of evaluation; they are not kept under control the whole time. This enhances growth and forces students to find their own ways and own interests. Therefore, I think it is a very useful and realistic method.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I spent some time in Germany observing the place of the immigrants in the German society and their interactions with the majority. This enabled me to compare the attitudes and definitions of Germans and Americans about themselves and about the ‘other’.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The qualities that I found very useful and improved during my stay were openness, understanding, flexibility, and courage. The experience of being alone in a big city contributed a lot to my personal growth. I had many opportunities and choices, and at the same time, many obstacles. I had to learn how to make my path and find a space for myself in a big and foreign city, which was a very important and valuable experience.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It played an important role in my decision of changing my major to International (European) Studies. I also conducted research for my senior thesis about Turks in Germany. I had the opportunity to spend time in both German and Turkish communities, separately and during their interactions. I conducted participant observation and some informal interviews about their experiences and attitudes towards each other. This constituted the basis of my senior thesis.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

My classes were quite large and students did not really socialize. But I spent some time in the university studying or doing research and that was helpful.


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment that Middlebury found for us. It was very far from the school and from the center of the city. There were many other international students living in the neighborhood, so I had the chance to meet them, but I did not meet many Germans around where I lived.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I did not actively participate in an extra-curricular activity, but I saw a couple plays every week. That actually enhanced my understanding of the German culture and certain subcultures deeply.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I was doing research for my senior thesis about Turkish immigrants in Germany. That was helpful in seeing and understanding differences in German society.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

The classes, the reading and especially the written work improved my writing and reading in German very much. My aural comprehension improved as well. However, I never got to the point that I was fluent and comfortable in speaking, which kept being a barrier between the majority of the host society and me.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

In terms of housing arrangements and orientation, there were a lot of problems, probably because it was the first year of the program. My first days were definitely very difficult, and not what I had in mind or what I had been told. Then, things did get a little better, not necessarily because the organizations or the program improved, but more because we got used to the city and the school and didn’t need much anymore. However, I think it would make things much better for the students and for the administration if there were a Middlebury office in Berlin. The office in Mainz is very well established and recognized and is a great resource for the students in Mainz; however, when something goes wrong in Berlin, or when a student needs something, there is no place to go to. For example, when I got to Berlin, the housekeeper was supposed to be in his office, but he wasn’t, so I could not get my key, and if I hadn’t luckily run into another Middlebury student, I would have had no place to go until the end of the weekend. Another problem I had was that I was the only student who did not have a laptop. The university’s facilities are definitely not enough or practical due to the limited hours of the lab, the inaccessibility of computers and the fact that the school is an hour away from the housing chosen by Middlebury. Also, I did not have enough information about the classes, and the professors were not very available or helpful. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike Fahrenberg was extremely helpful, understanding and considerate. Although she was not in Berlin, she was always available and approachable about everything. 

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. It is a good school with a good education and a great city. And I’m sure that every year, the program is better organized and the students are provided with more opportunities. 

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

This was not my first time to leave a culture and immerse myself in a completely different culture and try to communicate in a language that is not my native tongue. I know that some of my friends were going through the culture shock and learning to come to terms with difference of themselves and of the host culture’s. But for anyone who wants to spend some time and learn about a different place and a culture, my advice would be being open and tolerant, and not letting prejudice or stereotypes affect their attitudes and behavior.

Another very important aspect of the abroad experience is the language. I went to Germany after completing third level and I was confident in my German ability, especially writing skills and my spoken German was very good in summer school, but when I got there, I realized that my spoken German was not nearly good enough, and that establishes a strong boundary between Germans and internationals. Also, Middlebury students don’t take classes with the other international students; they take regular classes and sometimes graduate level classes with the native speakers, so not being comfortable in the language in such classes is an important obstacle in participating and getting the most out of the class. So, before going abroad students should try to speak the language (and work on their accents!!) as much as they can.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did not experience discrimination, but there were people who were not so open and welcoming. It takes some time and patience to establish a certain level of communication. Germans are very different than Americans in that sense; it takes them a much longer time to make friends.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?
Freie Universitat is known for its strength in Humanities. They have great political science programs and courses. My focus was in sociology and I benefited a lot from the classes I took. But especially for people interested in political science courses that focus on Europe and the EU, the university has a lot to offer.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Sozialstruktur und Lebenswelt (V)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The course involved a theoretical and statistical analysis of the social structure of the German society in the last century. It included the changes in different social factors, such as employment, gender, age and how they affect life standards and the development of the German society.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

The homework was weekly reading. The final grade was based on participation and a 12-15 page final paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

It was a very interesting course that enhanced my understanding of the German society today through exploring the social history. The course was taught by two professors, who were very good lecturers and scholars.



	2) Grundbegriffe der Sozialization: Werte und Normen
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The course included different aspects and stages of social development and socialization, focusing on the formation of values and norms, and their role in the socialization process, as well as social factors that cause them to change.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

The assessment was based on participation in weekly discussions, optional presentations and an oral exam, as well as a 12-15 page final paper.

Evaluate course, please comment:

It was a very good course that helped me understand the socialization process through theories, discussions and comparison of different societies.



	3) Lebensreform und Literatur um 1900
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The course explored the period of Lebensreform, focusing on philosophy and literature. An important part of the course was devoted to Nietzsche’s works and philosophy due to his stron influence on the Lebensreform

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

The homework was weekly reading. Participation in discussions about the readings and a 12-15 page final paper determined the final grade for the course.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Although some of the readings were quite difficult because of my level of German, the course gave me the opportunity to read and try to understand and analyze the works of German thinkers.



	4) Familienstruktur und Marktwirtschaft. Regionalgeschichtliche Studien im frühneuzeitlichen Deutschland und Japan im Vergleich
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

The course entailed an examination and comparison of the economic and family structures of Germany and Japan. The focus of the course was the parallels between the developments of family and the market structures, in order to analyze their interconnectedness and their influence on each other.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

The homework was researches on different subjects. We wrote a 12-15 page final paper in the end, expanding one of the subjects we researched on.

Evaluate course, please comment:

It was a very interesting course that included two levels of comparison, between Japan and Germany and between family and the market, that I would not have had the opportunity to compare in this level in another institutions. The course was taught by a visiting professor from Japan who was a German historian. So, it was very interesting to get both perceptions on the developments of these structures in the societies.



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were there for me whenever I needed help or information about anything and I’m grateful for their consideration and efforts.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I found the meetings and handouts useful. It would be helpful if more students who have been abroad attended the meetings and gave the students some ideas about the place they are going to. Other than that, in the orientation packet I received, I had everything I would need upon arrival, including maps of the city and the university, important addresses and phone numbers, etc..

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




