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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name________________________ Home institution_____Middlebury College___________ Class _2005_
Major(s)___International Politics and Economics; German_________________________________________    
Country in which you studied  Germany

Host University Freie Universitaet Berlin
City Berlin


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From April 15
To July 15
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.

I feel I adjusted quite easily to the system  of education in Germany.  The biggest difference I found was that since the education is free, students must be much more self-motivated and self-driven in the class.  The teacher at least at the level I studied at put very little pressure on the students to perform well.  The one professor who did have higher expectations managed to scare about 50 kids out of his class in the first three weeks.  However, this was also beneficial to me, because it enabled me to work with the professor on a  more intimate level when writing my final term paper.  The type of paper  which he expected was quite different from something that I had ever written before in a political science class, and it paved the way for writing final scientific papers in my econ an polisci seminars this year.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I did a semester exchange in high school in Germany, so I had good perceptions of the culture of the people already.  What struck me the most about this visit, was the life of the students at the University level.  In Berlin they there was a certain student culture that was very opposite from that which I experience here at home.  Students were very much more preoccupied with complaining about the situation around them and protesting various aspects of social and governmental institutions.  I found them much less competitive with each other, and also much less focused on where their ultimate direction in life would be.  This really has not changed my perceptions of my own culture, and it in fact made me actually appreciate the culture of the institution and community in which I came from.  This may have been a function of the size of the University and Political Science institute in which I studied, so I don’t want to draw sweeping conclusions.  What I perhaps appreciated the most after my visit was the sense of Collegiate Community that we share not only within Middlebury, but also within the NESCAC schools.  This in large part I see as spawning out of interscholastic collegiate Athletics which are non existent in Germany.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think the independence that I had during my period abroad was the most beneficial to my personal growth.  I lived on my own in my own apartment and was totally responsible for all my needs.  The quality I found most useful was simply the confidence in myself to know that whatever problem arose, I could deal with it on my own.  I just needed to take one thing at a time and make sure that if I wanted to do something, I did not allow myself to be lazy, timid or dependant on anyone else.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I found myself much more focus on academic after I came back from studying abroad.  Before I went I was still unsure if IPE was the correct major for me, and if I had true interest in it.  However, these uncertainties were quickly dispelled once I started studying international politics and I found that most of my days were filled either reading political literature, reading newspapers, or discussing politics with my friends.  Being abroad motivated me to stop being apathetic in my approach to international politics and forced me to start formulating my own educated opinions.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes were very easy to assimilate into because very little was actually expected from the students.  At first I was nervous about participating, however as the weeks passed and my confidence in my language grew, I found myself raising my hand to volunteer my opinion.  I just had to get over my fear of being judged by the other students.  


b)  housing:

Housing in Berlin was very easy to find, and I found a place in two days  that was very much to my liking.  The internet was a great place to find stuff, as well as the student bulletin boards at the University.  I chose to live by myself in my own apartment because I wanted to be completely independent and feel as if I was not a student living in a dorm.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Perhaps the most fun I had in Germany was with the waterpolo mens club team that I joined.  The best part of this was that I was the youngest guy by at least ten years, and it gave me a completely different perspective on life in Germany.  I was very lucky to be able to witness a different slice of life, outside that of the University.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I felt my progress was satisfactory.  I had already studied in Germany and could speak rather well, however, in the beginning I was extremely disappointed that my complete fluency did not return immediately.  In fact it took quite a while.  By the end I did make a lot of progress in both speaking and writing.  Comprehension was never a problem, and by the end I did not miss a word.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.
Part of my decision to go to Berlin was that I did not want Middlebury to hold my hand the entire time.  We were expected to take care of ourselves and make our own way.  It was very accurately represented this way.  Orientation was fine.  My only complaint was our pre departure preparation.  The office at Middlebury was completely worthless in giving us any sense of what we were doing, and in any kind of timely matter.  If it was not for the returning students being kind enough to share some tips with us, I would have had no idea.  There was practically nothing useful provided by Middlebury to guide us through the process.  I simply showed up in Berlin, with only the date of my first commitment and an address for the school.  Granted this for me was the reason I chose Berlin and was a great adventure.  I just wish the college made available more information about what was expected of us.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Our resident director is a lovely woman who truly has our best interest in mind.  She was very approachable with all sorts of problems and was always willing to drop everything to help us out.  She is absolutely necessary as someone that we knew and felt comfortable to fall back on.  Just knowing that she was there when we needed her was a great comfort.  Furthermore she was not at all overbearing and allowed us as much or little freedom as we desired.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would definitely recommend this program to any student who would be comfortable living on their own and they must understand that there is no hand-holding or babying.  They must understand that a higher level of independence is required in Berlin.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Firstly I would recommend taking a year if possible.  By the time you have it all figured out, it is time to leave.  Secondly it is important to not stress out at the beginning, there are a few things that you required to do, and take them one at a time, and don’t be shy about asking people questions.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

NO

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I would recommend taking smaller classes if you can find them.  And definitely do some kind of activity outside the university.  Either club related or work related to get a sense of what life is like for non-student Germans.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: The Governmental System of the Federal Republic of Germany

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Lecture Class, intro 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Final Exam

	Describe course content:

This class was taught by a realatively prominent figure in the Germany Political Science world, and we used his text-book for the course.  It was a fairly in depth and theoretical look at the why’s and how’s of the structure of the German Government

Evaluate course:
This was a good course.  Although a relatively introductory course for German Students, to whom which the basics of German Government are known, it was seemingly intense for a foreign student because I had to play a little catch-up.  However, the content was very theoretical and I could follow it pretty well.  His presentation was very fast, even for the native speakers, and his use of transparencies was not an effective learning tool.  He had way too much information on them to try and copy them quickly enough, and try to listen to his lecture.  However, upon the reviewing of the material in preparation for the final, I realized that I left the course with quite a bit of knowledge about the structure and theories behind the German governmental structure and of the current reforms and critiques of the system.

	2) Course title:

Introduction to the International Political Economy with the EU as an Example

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar, undergrad. level

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
30 min Oral Presentation

Three HW Assignments

Final paper
	Describe course content:

This was a basic introduction to IPE, primarily economicly focused, with political side notes.  We did cover a lot of bargaining and game theory approaches to international conflict resolution.  The first half was lecture oriented, then the students presented topics in groups followed by discussions.
Evaluate course:
I found this course a great addition to my political science education.  Although not as rigorous or intense as a Middlebury class, what was really interesting to see was the different perspectives of the (Proffessor/students/institution) at which I studied.  I found the student presentations a weak way of teaching.  Although I did learn by making my own presentation, relying on other students to entirely teach the material, sometimes confused me, this was partially linguistic.  Perhaps my favorite part of this course was working with the other students in my group on my presentation.

	3) Course title:

Commen Foreign and Security Policy of the European Union

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar undergrad level

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
-Three written Analyses of the Readings

-30 min individual Oral

-Final Paper


	Describe course content:

This class began as a historical perspective on the evolution of the CFSP of the EU.  Then the second half was focused on current topics and situations presented by the students, followed by discussions.  

Evaluate course:

This was a tremendous course.  It was the only course that I took, where the professor was actively engaged in aiding and challenging the students, and therefore it was perhaps the one that most resembled the rigor and intensity of a Midd course.  The Professor was an excellent lecturer as well as a tremendous discussion leader.  Again I found the format of Student presentations tedious and sometimes wished that the Professor would simply take over.  However, this was by far my most enjoyable and memorable class

	4) Course title:

The Ancient World In Film

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final Paper
	Describe course content:

We alternated classes, either watching films, or discussing them

Evaluate course:

This was a fun course, however, not a very serious one.  The Proffessor lectured very little, although he was very good at.  His role was more of a discussion leader, and the class was soley discussion based.  This was fine, however sometimes the tangents the course took were a bit ridiculous.  The overall goal of the class was a bit unclear.  This class was very clearly different than any other course I had taken that semester, and I had never taken a film class at Midd, so I have nothing to compare it too.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:
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Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had almost no interaction with the off Campus study office.  However I was not proactive, but they were just shy of completely ignorant and uninformed as to what my program in Berlin could, would, and should offer.  The only help I received was from fellow students in the pre-departure meeting.  However, they were poorly structured and often the information provided was second hand and imprecise.  This being said, I did not actively pursue help from the office either.  They did provide me with a web link that helped me tremendously in finding housing in Berlin.  However, they did not at all provide any information beyond the leaflet on my program itself.  That was saved until my orientation in Germany.  Although this ultimately worked, it just created a lot of uncertainty and frustration in the weeks leading up to my arrival.  Perhaps this is part of the experience, and I had no problems once in Berlin.  

I feel that we as students are adults and should be treated as adults, and a simple comprehensive checklist of items to be done before departure and of information on our programs should suffice for preparation until we reach orientation in our programs.  The office did provide us with this, and it was this information that allowed me to be fine once in Berlin.  However, I would have liked to have a month earlier.  If they are going to offer pre-departure meetings and require applications, then these procedures should be more effective, helpful and informative than they currently are.  Unfortunately they often provided more confusion and bureaucracy than what I would have expected from this office.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  They were unorganized and solely relied on student input which was often vague, if not inaccurate of conflicted with other sources.  However, they did provide some very valuable information which I greatly appreciated.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     

 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




