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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name______________________ Home institution__Middlebury College___________________ Class_2005_
Major(s)__German, Elementary Education__________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied __Germany______________________________________________________________ Host University__Johannes Gutenberg Universitaet
City___Mainz


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From __October 2003
To___February 2004
 Year 



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Studying abroad through a Middlebury program did not exactly throw me into the everyday academic life of Germans.  Because I was an international student, I had to either do more work or less work (depending on professor and Midd requirements) than normal students, so the workload per se was not genuinely “German”.  However, that said, I was living on a university campus, going to classes, and engaging in friendships with other students, so I sensed a different all-around academic environment.  Comparing the systems themselves was actually fascinating, and if anything, I really enjoyed seeing how differently the German university system approaches tertiary education – for example, the different types of courses, how they are structured, how material is taught and examined, etc.  I especially appreciated the effort Germans put into teaching research skills at the very beginning of one’s university career.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Living in Germany did not affect my perceptions of either German or American culture as much as it affected my perception of culture in general.  I found that culture is not something to be divided so easily with country borders, but to be determined by community on many levels.  Seeing and experiencing Germany within my community in Mainz helped me understand just one corner of German culture – the rest has sort of filled out with every new German community I encounter (in person or otherwise).  My perception of American culture did not really change, honestly, but I did become very sensitive to certain aspects of it, especially in my observations of how pervasive it is becoming in the world.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

In Germany, it was really just being lucky that landed me in a safe living community that just happened to be at its strongest and tightest while I was there.  I was fairly open from the very beginning, always accepted an invitation (even to the cafeteria, which I would have never done alone), and just sort of threw my hands up because there was nothing to lose.  Out of this attitude of just being nice because it’s a nice thing to do, complemented by my friends’ similar nature, emerged mutual understanding/respect and friendships that truly brought out the best in me and continue to do so despite physical distance.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Living in a different language made me very aware of the ultimate meaning of language to the individual as a form of expression and identity.  I have long aspired to become an elementary school teacher, and this experience definitely determined a specialty interest within the study of education to focus on more after graduation.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I did not often interact with other students in my classes, so I never felt completely comfortable in the classroom environment.  My individual engagement with the professors, though, was very positive – I handled the one-on-one communication much better.


b)  housing:

I was placed in a dorm situation where I had my own single room, but shared a hall, a bathroom and a kitchen with 7 other students.  My dorm was definitely the ultimate integration experience – I really connected with my floor mates…because how couldn’t you when someone was always playing accordion or throwing a Frisbee around in the hall?

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

The turning point for my integration into life in Germany was over the Christmas break when I went on a singing retreat with people from several local churches.  I engaged in casual conversation, shared meals, and sang and worshiped with them for 4 days, and came out much more comfortable with the German language and just living in Germany in all its day-to-day events.  This experience actually really helped me develop my friendships with my floor mates further.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Well, first of all, I can say with great confidence that I don’t hear German anymore, I just hear what people are saying to me, which I took as a very positive sign once it hit me.  Fully engaging myself in all elements of German life – conversation, reading on my own, watching my friends’ favorite TV shows – helped me progress immensely in my comprehensive and expressive skills.  The process of writing two 15-page papers and preparing for two exams, as well as other random academic assignments, also contributed to my progress in academic comprehension and expression.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

It’s sort of hard to remember exactly what I expected, and if the orientation met my expectations, but the fact that nothing blatantly negative comes up must be a good sign.  One thing I do remember – our hostess gave us a lot of information on writing German papers that was a bit overbearing before the beginning of the semester when we still had no idea what German university was like.  I would suggest having a substantial orientation at the beginning to “get oriented”, followed my subsequent “workshops” in writing papers, giving oral presentations, etc.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike was really a wonderful liaison for me – very approachable, and always eager to help.  In addition to giving us all sorts of tips about Mainz, she also organized two trips to other German cities.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would definitely recommend Mainz for those students looking for a small and manageable city and a somewhat intimate cultural experience.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I think the most important thing to remember about studying abroad is that corny cliché: it is what you make of it.  But it’s just so true – it’s a chance to do anything you want.  You can goof off and travel, you can go above and beyond the call of academic duty, you can stay right in your host city, you can join a sports team, knock down the walls of your safety zone, whatever… it’s all yours.  That’s not to say that everything needs to be planned out beforehand – what I mean to say is be flexible, be open, and let life surprise you with its everyday wonders.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I got some flack here and there from people who were just generalizing about Americans, but I never felt insulted or discriminated against.  In regards to current politics, I did get a sense that Germans really don’t like the American government, but just know that they don’t mean their accusations personally.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  The Year 1968
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 15-page paper


	Describe course content:

Explored political movement of the 1960s with particular focus on the year 1968 when everything erupted into massive protest and chaotic upheaval.  Made many connections to protests throughout the world.

Evaluate course:
Excellent – would highly recommend Prof. Dr. Pia Nordblom

	2) Course title: Schulgeschichte(n)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 15-page paper


	Describe course content:

Every week we read a particular article which pertained to one of several themes regarding the role of the school in German history/society.

Evaluate course:
Also very good, but pretty advanced.  I had a rough time with the readings.



	3) Course title: Martin Luthers Lieder

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

lecture

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 final exam
	Describe course content:

Explored the textual, melodic, and rhythmic structure of Martin Luther’s hymns as well as their origins in church liturgy, common folktunes, and the Bible.

Evaluate course:

Excellent – very broad topic, but Frau Dr. Christa Reich presented it digestibly.  



	4) Course title:  Stylistik

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Middlebury seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Writing assignments, 2 presentations, 2 exams
	Describe course content:

Explored a lot of current themes in German society through recently published literature.  Continued work on literary analysis.
Evaluate course:

Though frustrating at times, a really nice break from German academics – a comfortable environment to take risks in.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

There was a lot stress and paper-pushing in preparation for going abroad, but people in the office were always pleasant and as helpful as possible.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did find the meetings useful, just in preparing myself to be shocked.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




