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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name___________________________ Home institution____WILLIAMS COLLEGE______________________________ Class 2006
Major(s)_____HISTORY/GERMAN_____________________________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studiedGERMANY




Host UniversityFREE UNIVERSITY

CityBERLIN


US sponsor (if different from host university)MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE




Period of study abroad:  FromOCTOBER
ToJULY
 Year 

2005-6

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Coming from a small NESCAC school, I found studying at a big university to be new and exciting.  Being directly enrolled at the Uni was essential to my language skills.  Giving oral reports (Referate), although stressful, definitely enhanced my academic experience in Germany.  Additionally, being in classes with Germans, rather than with Americans, enabled me to meet new people from my host county. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I lived with 2 German girls and had already been in Berlin for 3 months before starting university.  This meant I had already a broad base of German friends before classes started.  Living with Germans was crucial to my understanding of German culture.  I had always been pretty anti-American and Germans told me I was more “European” than “American” anyway, so I don’t think my perception of American culture changed very much.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Going abroad let me explore things about myself that I couldn’t have explored had I stayed in the States.  I was exposed to people from different economic backgrounds and life styles, to people who were very “un-Williams.”  I didn’t feel the pressure I felt/feel at Williams, which allowed me to, as cliché as it sounds, learn for the sake of learning.  
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My German improved TREMENDOUSLY after studying abroad.  Because of my year abroad, I was able to declare German as a second major.  This year I am writing a senior thesis about the Holocaust and 99% of my sources are in German.  Had I not gone to Germany, a) I wouldn’t have been able to gather material and b) my German wouldn’t have been good enough to write this thesis.  More importantly, my year abroad was such a beautiful experience that I have decided to pursue internships/work in Berlin.  I would like to settle down there permanently.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took only history and german courses.  Although small classes are obviously better as far as personal contact is concerned, I took some great lectures as well.  

b)  housing:

I lived with 2 Germans in the western part of the city, about 15 minutes from the university.  I cannot stress enough how important it is to live with Germans!  That’s the main reason my German improved so much.  It’s the everyday interactions that count.  I STRONGLY encourage students to live with Germans.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Nothing formal, meaning nothing at the university.  However I did get involved with poetry and film groups, but on my on initiative.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

None, unless working on my senior thesis counts.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

GERMAN







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My listening skills are tremendous now.  I can understand different accents and follow any conversation.  My speaking, above all, has improved.  That was my biggest goal going into the year.  I am now confident and can hold a conversation about just about any topic.  I can definitely read a lot faster now.  My writing skills improved, but not to the extent that my other skills did.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Orientation at the FU was so-so, meaning not so helpful.  The Middlebury orientation was great though.  It gave me a chance to get to know the other students. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment
Heike Fahrenberg was WONDERFUL!  Very on top of her stuff, helpful, informative.  She was always there for us and helped me out on numerous occasions.  Heike was incredibly understanding.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Middlebury is by far THE language school in the US and while I’m not big on “name-dropping”, it never hurts to say you were in a Middlebury program.  Unlike other programs, in which you take classes with other Americans, Middlebury lets you directly enroll at the university with native speakers.  Heike was a great director...It was wonderful having someone to take care of my bureaucratic nightmares.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

1)Live with Germans. 2) DO NOT hang out with other Americans/English speakers!  3) Be outgoing, meet Germans any way you can!  Go to clubs, go to bars (NO IRISH BARS!), basically just immerse yourself as much as you can.  Germans are outgoing people and are happy to meet foreigners, Americans included.  They’re flattered when they hear you’re trying to learn their language and are happy to speak with you. Staying at home is not the way to improve your language skills.  MEET PEOPLE!  
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

NO
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Not really, although the FU does have some pretty famous profs so look them up and see if you can get into a course with them, even if it’s a lecture.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Literature in Exile
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Lecture
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Test

	Describe course content:

This course pertained to literature written by German authors while in exile.
Evaluate course:Great course.  Prof. Von der Luehe was amazing.


	2) Course title:

Holocaust History
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

UEBUNG
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
PAPER
	Describe course content:

This course was about Polish-German interactions during the Holocaust.  
Evaluate course: Good course.  The material was very useful for my thesis.


	3) Course title:Spain and Italy during the Napoleonic Wars
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Grundkurs
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
TEST
	Describe course content:

This course examined Spanish and Italian culture during the Napoleonic wars.
Evaluate course: Good course.  Class discussions were always a bit lacking though.


	4) Course title:

Comedic Theory
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Lecture
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Test
	Describe course content:

This course was about German comedic theory from the Baroque to 1900.
Evaluate course: Pretty boring, very time-consuming since the readings were difficult.


	5) Course title:

What is Terrorism?
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Proseminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper
	Describe course content:

This course was a comparative course on terrorism.  
Evaluate course: Great course!  Wolfgang Wippermann was the prof. and he is amazing  (not to mention one of the foremost Holocaust historians in the world and my hero). 


	6) Course title:

Female German Authors
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Lecture
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Test
	Describe course content:

This was a lecture about female German authors.
Evaluate course: Great course.  Von der Luehe is wonderful, just a great lecturer.  The readings were demanding but rewarding.


	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	7) History of India
Grundkurs

Paper

8) Literature of the Weimar Republic
Lecture

Test


	This course was about colonial history.
The professor was young but very intelligent and informative.  The readings were interesting.

This course was about Weimar literature.  We read the most famous texts from the time period.

Very good course, useful also because the prof. (Janz) analyzed the material within a historical framework as well.


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

No interaction
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I’m a Williams student so no, I didn’t attend any sessions at Middlebury.  The packets I received in the mail though were pretty useful.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Online
Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Middlebury is the best language school in the US.  It has a great name.
Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

My expectations were fulfilled.  The website was right on target.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  No recommendations.
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Not at all.  
Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Yes. 413-597-6044 (room): 06kmg@williams.edu 
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




