STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_____________Middlebury College______________________ Class _2007_____
Major(s)_IS – REES/SoAn;  German (Double)

    
Country in which you studied
Germany

Host University:  Freie Universitaet Berlin


City
Berlin



US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From April 20  To July 31 Year 
2007









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

It gave me a better appreciation of the education I’m receiving at Middlebury while simultaneously highlighting things at middlebury that I don’t necessarily like.  Overall, I’d say that now I’m not as quick to judge a class, professor, fellow student or even my college experience as a whole now after having something to compare it to.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Living within a culture with members of that culture (in my case, with a german roommate) has illuminated the culture and expanded on my understanding of it in the sense that the living experience is totally different than reading literature and textbooks.  I baked in German, did the housework in German and talked politics in German.  German culture also gave me a new lense through which to reevaluate my own culture and homeland. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I opened up to new people much faster than I remember doing even in Freshman year.  Having the ‘foreigner’ excuse made me much more outgoing after I got over the embarrassment of making linguistic mistakes.  Although I would say things strangely, my German friends were all very patient and appreciated the fact that I was trying to acquire their language, maybe this made them extra nice, but in any case, it was a very good environment to get over my shyness. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Hard to say with career and academic goals.  I was expecting my experience to give me more direction in what I would do after college, but now I feel like I have more questions than answers.  I guess the most valuable insight I acquired was the knowledge of the absolute diversity and opportunities that the world has to offer me in my academic, professional and personal life.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Most of my courses were taken at the Eastern European Institute at FU-Berlin; as a result, half my classes were populated by foreign students, either normally enrolled or on exchange like me, so I’d say that classes didn’t play a large roll in my integration process, aside from the language-practice aspect.


b)  housing:

My  living situation was by far the most important aspect of my integration.  I lived with a German roommate in what could be considered ‘downtown’ Berlin.  Access to the city and my German friends who lived there as well as my roommate’s circle of friends reinforced my integration into the society.  Having to speak German with my roommate at all times  of day, including Sunday morning breakfast were also important aspects of  my language acquisition that my colleagues who lived in the International student dorms did not enjoy.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Football watching (the World Cup was there afterall) – VERY important in the integration process.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

N/A

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

German







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My speaking (especially colloquial aspects of it) improved the most as did my vocabulary as a result of an increase in reading comprehension.  Aural comprehension improved, especially in different German dialects that I had previously not been exposed to.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

No.  The date of Orientation was changed and I was not informed; as a result, I didn’t get an orientation, only the documents that were handed out there.  I don’t feel like there was any support while I was there besides the financial reimbursement that I got once a month for cultural activities.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike was very approachable  and concerned for me and my experience in Berlin, although I didn’t find her particularly helpful.  She put in a lot of time after my semester talking to some professors I had problems with, but I don’t feel that her efforts/concern were very effective.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

No.  I found my university classes fun, but as for the Middlebury program, I don’t think that what I got in terms of help or support while in Germany justified the amount of money I spent to participate in it.  I would have rather simply applied directly to FU-Berlin since it would have been cheaper and my academic experience would have been exactly the same.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would encourage anyone to study abroad; it is an amazing experience.  I would also recommend people to go to Berlin as opposed to Mainz because of the cultural opportunities that the capital offers.  I would tell people that the program leaves you very much on your own most of the time and that they should prepare themselves for this.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I didn’t experience any discrimination from Germans.  Some tourist there for the world cup and Turkish teenagers would say mean things, but that had more to do with soccer than actual discrimination.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I choose the FU-Berlin mostly because it has an Eastern European Institute that helped me complete some degree requirements that I couldn’t get at Midd.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Family and Demography in Eastern/Southeastern Europe

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Proseminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation and final paper


	Describe course content:

A historical, socio-anthropological study of family forms in the region, focusing on kinship, demographics, and urban/rural quesitons

Evaluate course:
The professor was amazing I was very satisfied with the amount and content of what I learned.

A



	2) Course title:

Life and Work in Real-socialism

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

proseminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation and final bluebook exam.
	Describe course content:

A study of the practical, everyday aspects of socialism throughout eastern Europe.  Focused on work, family forms and policies, urbanization, and collectivization among other things.

Evaluate course:
The same great professor.  Very happy with the course, especially with a fieldtrip we took to Eisenhuttenstadt, a Stalinist town in 
Eastern Germany.

A



	3) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

The political and social system of the GDR

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation, final paper.
	Describe course content:

A study of society and politics in East Germany, focusing on nationalism, racism, democracy, socialism and the process of reunification.

Evaluate course:

B+



	4) Course title:

Ethnography of Socialism

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Hauptseminar (Graduate level)

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Oral presentation, final paper.
	Describe course content:

A seminar covering the ethnographic and anthropological research that was produced in/about socialist countries.

Evaluate course:

C.  One of the two professors was very difficult to work with.  There were two other students in the class (who didn’t always come) and until the very end, I didn’t feel capable enough to keep up and contribute to class discussions.  I feel cheated wronged by the professor and the Middlebury program in general for how my final grade was assessed.  Our program’s biggest problem in Germany is that students are held to the requirements of the American and German university systems with the advantages of neither.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They’ve always been helpful and gone far out of their way for their students.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

no

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
x No (I’ve already come in to talk)

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 xYes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




