STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution________Middlebury College__ Class ______07
Double Major_______________Geography & European Studies 
Country in which you studied  :  Germany
Host University
Johannes Guttenberg Universität


City



Mainz



US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  April
To  August
 Year 


2006







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I have never felt before that I was doing that of a professional academic work as I did in Mainz. I took three history seminars and for each I had to do research in archives, develop surveys, travel extensively, and learn to use a very thorough methodology. When I finished my three Hausarbeite, I really felt I did my first “professional” work. It is the independence, the freedom to choose my own themes, my own directions, my own schedules that made this possible. It was clearly something very different from having five essays to write per class, each with given themes and proposed methodologies, as in Middlebury.

 On the other side, I feel I have learned little from the professors themselves. One reason for that is that in two of my classes, students made oral presentations most of the time. Another reason was that the amount of things that I understood from what they were saying was rather limited. If at the end of the semester I could understand 70% of the material, the first two months were an ordeal. 

Feeling that you cannot understand what the professors are saying when you know how fascinating the themes are, is the most frustrating thing that I experienced in Germany. The language has a myriad of words I simply cannot understand, and coming from a semester abroad in France did not help. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Germany is changing, and I was more than happy to come in a crucial moment- being there during the World Cup has been the best thing- more than the amazing nature of the World Cup itself, I have experienced a new sense of national identity, a new sense of being a German, the surprise of a lot of visitors to find a friendly, smiling, sunny Germany. I discovered Germany to have the most dynamic and interesting youth culture I have ever seen, at the same time, however, a youth that seems to be very passive and non-“revolutionary”, totally opposite of my French experience. Most of my German friends were “eternal students”, people in their mid 20s, with a rich life experience and thoughts of living in this bohemian WG-lifestyle for many years to come. Germany has taught me that we should not rush through our youth the way American culture tends to push us. In Middlebury, people struggle to get out of college the fastest they can (of course, the tuition costs play a role here…) and run straight into the job world, while in Germany people in their late twenties are still enjoying the WG lifestyle. They seem sometimes tired of this and wanting to start “real life”, but at the end of the day, the quality of their stress-free lives seems much higher. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Independence. I felt a freedom I never experienced being able to take a train at any hour and in a short time be in another city, with another beat. This mobility and this proximity to everything are things I have never experienced in the US. Spontaneity, curiosity, and flexibility were probably my most useful personality traits. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I will go back to Europe, my home continent,  as soon as I can. I realize that I would always feel more at home in any country in Europe, even where the language is so different, than in the States.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I made friends in classes, especially after doing my oral presentations. Apparently people thought I was funny in my attempts to replace German words with gesticulations or French words and dinner and party invitations followed. Funny people themselves!

b)  housing:

I lived in a dorm, where I made good German friends on my hall. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

AEGEE (an European Students Organization)- I did a lot of things with them , from preparing the Day of Europe, training in Muenster, trips to Worms and Trier, parties etc etc. Being European clearly helped….

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

field trips with the geography department- the four days in Nuernberg with German geography students during the Germany-Sweden game were really nice
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


German






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made a lot of progress in oral comprehension and reading. But as much as you learn by talking to friends or reading academic texts, the benefits of an advanced language course would have been much appreciated. Friends cannot explain you all the quirky structures, plus you don’t want to be the guy that is always asking for language help. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The Middlebury orientation was good, even though I would recommend that the academic orientation, with tips about papers, should be done not three weeks before classes start, but during the semester.

Oliver was very, very helpful with both the police registration and the leaving procedures. He always kept me informed about what I should do in order not to get lost with the horrible German bureaucratic paraphernalia- especially with the Exmatrikulieren, Uni-Abmeldung, Stadt-Abmeldung. I have international friends in Mainz who had no idea they had to do all these things, and they may face problems if they return in Germany. I am very thankful to Oliver for his help. 

Heike was a very good support for the problems that I have experienced. She helped me a lot with class decisions, and she seemed really interested in me having a good semester. When I fell sick, I really appreciated her genuine support and help with finding doctors.

As I mentioned, the highest source of frustration was the language problem. I have never felt like this in my whole life: I have studied in three other countries with a different language, but I haven’t experienced the same thing. As I said, coming after six months in France did not help. Moreover, there was no German language class offered by the Middlebury program. I see that as a very serious flaw, especially for someone like me who did not have contact with German the six previous months.

I was particularly upset when I found out in June that the University of Mainz actually offered in the month of April a free intensive three-week German class for ALL international students, as part of their orientation, and Middlebury has simply did not sent me the information.  I arrived on April 5th and had really nothing to do until the 1st of May, spending really the loneliest month of my life and a German class where you also meet people with the same adjustment issues would have been more than helpful. I understand that Middlebury did not want me to attend this orientation exactly because of this “peril” of making foreign friends at the beginning, but the sacrifice of losing a free, intensive language class exactly when you need it is simply too much. I didn’t have with who to speak German anyway in my first month as there was nobody around the dorms. The classes continued even after the month of April- all the Erasmus and other exchange students were taking them and generally had positive comments. I think I would have benefited so much more from my academic experience in Mainz if I have had the chance to take these language classes.
Also, I would recommend the program to me more careful with international students’ visas. My family and I went through moments of panic as we were waiting for an email from the Coordinator that I need the visa to get registered. The German Consulate in my country is giving visas for the non-Erasmus students in 6 weeks, and it would have been impossible for me to leave to Germany under these conditions. They told me that I need a written proof/an email that I really needed to attend registration in Mainz before this date. The answer to my email from Heike came a week later, while tension and stress were growing… I was able to leave at the planned time, but after a lot of stress. Please try to be more careful with international students- visas are not trivial matter. I understand that it is our responsibility to get them, but when we need information/documents, please answer in a timely manner.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Heike is a very nice, personable, and friendly woman. She seemed genuinely concerned about my general well-being (like health) and academic success and was very supportive. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

From an academic perspective, professors in Mainz generally know about the Middlebury program and Heike is very useful in identifying the professors that are ready to work with you. There are some great professors out there.
As a city, Mainz is truly great: dynamic, with a rich history, and a love for life rarely paralleled in other German cities. The Mainzers have a pretext every week to set up a festival and party, the atmosphere is jovial and friendly. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?
Travel as much as possible in the region. Rheinland-Pfalz is truly amazing.
Take advantage of all the opportunities that you see posted on the university’s walls. My best academic experience was to participate into the Sommerakademie on National- Socialism, organized in August by the history department in a castle around Mainz, with a fascinating trip to Berlin. I don’t have words to describe the quality of this experience.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

It was really funny that everybody thought that I am French, because of my accent. From professors in the first weeks to people in stores, they were all wishing for us to play in the finale, asked me what part of France I come from, or talked about their vacations in France. Sometimes I just let them believe it. I did not experience any discrimination as a Frenchman. 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The Geography field trips are truly great – I learned so much ( prof. Emde and Mayer in particular)
The history department’s Sommerakademie- the best academic experience. Prof. Kissener, Nordblom and Gaussman are great.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Europe’s Coming to Terms with the Second World War
Prof. Neitzel 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Hauptseminar (MA seminar)
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
· oral presentation
· research paper


	Describe course content:

How did different European countries construct memories of the Second World War.
Evaluate course:
Absolutely fascinating material. I couldn’t understand the professor most of the time, as he swallows half of the sounds in his words.


	2) Course title:

Europe in the Time of Friedrich Barbarossa
Prof. Schmidt 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

- Lecture

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
- Written Exam 

	Describe course content:

The class’ focus was the 12th century in the Holy Roman Empire. The first part was chronological, the second thematic. 
Evaluate course:
Prof. Schmitt is clearly a specialist on the topic and a very nice woman. Her lectures got really interesting in the second part, but the first part of the class was very descriptive and chronological. 



	3) Course title:

Reformation and Cloisters in South-West Germany

Frau Sauerbrey

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Uebung
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
· homework
· oral presentation

· research project
	Describe course content:

How did the Reformation impact the cloisters of SW Germany ? An example of those very specialized classes that German universities offer, but really good in answering theological, philosophical questions, as well as shedding new light on the Reformation
Evaluate course:

Frau Sauerbrey is excellent and brings a lot of layers to the Reformation. She is not used of working with foreign students though….


	4) Course title:

Cultures of Memory in Modern Europe

Prof. Schmahl

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Uebung
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

After Pierre Nora’s seminal work on cultures of memory in France, a lot of things have been written on the topic. This class particularly analyzed the way Germans constructed their memories during the Kaiserreich, Weimar, the Nazi times and culminating with the coming with terms with the Holocaust and the differentiated memory of East and West Germany. In addition, France, Poland, Israel, and the United States were analyzed. 
Evaluate course:

The discussions were rich, the professor very nice and knowledgeable. Student oral presentations, though sometimes very well done and interesting, occupied most of the time though.


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The OCS was very helpful. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. The handouts are very American-student centered, and maybe considering that at least 1-2 students from the 7-10 students that go to Germany are international, they should be updated accordingly.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No ( I have already had one)
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




