STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_Middlebury__________________________________ Class _2008.5_____
Major(s)
International Politics and Economics




    
Country in which you studied
Germany








Host University      Johannes Gutenberg Universität
City
Mainz






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From April
To July
 Year 
2007









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The adjustment was not particularly difficult, the key difference being that Germans are in class far less than we are, making it necessary to be more self-motivated particularly in courses that require a Hausarbeit (research paper).

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It was interesting to begin to understand the broad “world-view” differences between American and German culture.  Though the two cultures are very similar, there are key differences in how we approach everyday life that you can only begin to get a feel for in a semester.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad forced us to become more self reliant that we need to be at Middlebury, especially since you end up typically living off campus, preparing your own food, and scheduling the vast majority of your time yourself.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

My academic and career goals didn’t change too much, but personally it reinforced my desire to experience other cultures as well as my love for travel.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

All classes were “main-stream” classes in German with German students.


b)  housing:

Though I lived with German students (a hall of suites each with two single rooms sharing a kitchen and bathroom), I found myself spending much more time interacting with the other Americans than with the German students.  Part of this was that my roommate switched throughout the semester.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
German








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension made the most progress, and by the end I understood most of what I heard.  Speaking and reading progressed more slowly, and writing was helped a lot at the end of the semester when I had to produce my research papers.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The program provided enough information but sometimes in an inconvenient and nonsensical way.  We were all in Mainz for several days before getting our bus passes, for instance, making it necessary to buy tickets (despite having paid for a semester-long ticket).  Our orientation was far longer than it needed to be as well, with two-hour spurts spread out over several days.   We could have accomplished almost everything on the first and second days, then spent the rest of the time getting to know the area on our own.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was helpful most of the time and genuinely committed to our having a good experience, though the general feeling was that no exceptions to any guidelines would be granted, no matter how reasonable.  This made little sense, as our professors were often unhappy with Middlebury’s odd and often inconvenient special requirements (every class must have a final exam, administered before Middlebury’s deadline, or a research paper).  Many professors expressed concern that this format was not suited to the material in their class and that they would much prefer two shorter analytical essays, or an essay and an exam (much more similar to classes at Middlebury).  The director would not accept these formats, seeming to fear that we were somehow trying to trick her.  If the goal is integration and a genuine experience, it doesn’t make much sense to impose special requirements in such a specific and micro-managed way.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Be ready for some bureaucratic nonsense but don’t let it get to you.  Just jump through the hoops and have a good time.  Mainz is a very nice city, and definitely worth it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Get professors who are excited to have you in their class, it makes everything easier especially when it is time to write papers.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

John Locke: Essay Concerning Human Understanding

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Proseminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Presentation and Research Paper


	Describe course content:

Close reading of the topics in Locke’s Essay and discussion of historical/philosophical context.

Evaluate course:
Great, the professor was excited to have an American and was eager to help proof and comment on drafts of my paper.



	2) Course title:

Development Theory

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Vorlesung mit Übung

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam
	Describe course content:

Economic theory of development

Evaluate course:
By the end of the term it was clear I was in over my head.  It was very difficult to take a technical course like this without knowing the economic jargon in German (I picked it up eventually, but the material was still difficult to follow in another language)



	3) Course title:

German-Israeli Relations

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Proseminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Research Paper
	Describe course content:

History of the German-Israeli relationship.

Evaluate course:

Great course, the professor was very helpful and excited about working with Americans and getting a foreign perspective.



	4) Course title:

Economic and Social History

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Übung

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam
	Describe course content:

Read two books looking in different ways at the fundamental question in international social and economic history: why are some countries rich and others poor?

Evaluate course:

Very interesting.  There were only 5 of us and we spend each course discussing our reading and its implications.




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

All fine.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

They were fairly vague and I felt that Ms. Good was not really able to answer many of our questions.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No  

May we use your comments in future publications? XYes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




